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ADVERTISEMENT, 


T HE following narrative was not begun 
with a view to publication ; it hath been 
continued to the beginning of the lajl year at 
the defire of fome refpeSlable perfons. Mr. 
Orme’s hi/lory , and that of the decline of the 
Mogul empire by Mr. Dow, together with 
the relations of the mofi credible travellers y 
have furnijhed fome of the materials ; the 
records of the India Company the remainder . — • 
'truth and impartiality have been the writer's 
aim — the reader will judge whether he hath 
fucceeded. 
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OP THE 

SETTLEMENT and POSSESSION 

.0 p 

BOMBAY, &c. 

T H E ifland of Bombay is the antient 
property of the Engliih Eaft India 
Company ; it hath hitherto been, of 
all her fettlements, the moft conducive to 
the greatnefs of the nation in Afia ; yet, 
through the fplendor of atchievement, great 
acquifition of territory, and immenfe harvefts 
of wealth in Bengal and the Coaft of Coroi 
mandel, it hath been in fome meafure over- 
looked, and, as if in a corner of the world, 
unnoticed. 

It receives great importance as well from 
its iitiiation, fo advantageous not only in 
regard to external trade and the internal in 
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the neighbouring provinces, as from the 
docks which are the only ones the Company 
have in India, and without which therefore 
there can be no maritime power in thofe re- 
gions. Hitherto the expence of maintain- 
ing hath not been defrayed by the produce ; 
but the prelent fituation of affairs in the 
neighbouring provinces, well improved, may 
place things on a different foot, and that ex- 
pence not only be cleared, but a confiderable 
revenue yielded, and. a great influence in the 
weftern part of Indoffan obtained. Some ac- 
count therefore of this fettlement, and of the 
events which have offered this occafion of fo fa- 
vourable a change, may be ufeful at this time. 

i, - 

In the midway between Goa and Surat on 
the Malabar Coaft, the land from Baflein to 
Ghoul bends into a deep bay, in which lie 
the iflands of Salcet, Bombay, Caranjah, 
Hog Ifland, Elephanta, and Canary. Salcet 
is the moil northern, feparated from the con- 
tinent by fo fmall a channel that it is called 
a river : on the Eaft the diftance is greater, 
but the channel is fordable. It is about 
twenty miles long and as many broad.. Its 
waters are wholefome ; its foil fruitful, na- 
turally abundant, and capable of great im- 
provement ; 
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provement ; . the produce is moftly rice ; it 
was formerly the granary of Goa. Half a 
mile to the South of this lies the ifland of 
Bombay, about eight miles long and twenty 
in circumference. Its diftance from the con- 
tinent is about eight miles, and its fituatiou 
forms the harbour. It is well peopled, not- 
withftanding the water is bad. Cpiaayah 
produces rice to the value of 6o,ocfo roupies 
a year ; Elephanta, of about 8,000 ; the 
others are little better than rocks. 

In the year 1661, the Portuguese being 
then matters of that bay and thofe iflands, 
they were given to Charles the Second as part 
of his Queen’s dowry. But the people fettled 
there did not eafily yield poffeffion; for, 
when a fleet of five fliips, with five hundred 
land forces, was fent by the King of Eng- 
land, with the proper muniments from the 
court of Lilbon, entrance was refufed. This 
expedition was commanded by Lord Mall- 
borough, who, on thisrefufal, carried the fleet 
to Swally, which lies to the North of Surat: 
the jealoufy of the inhabitants obliged them 

to retire ; the only place open to them was 

* 

* A roupie is worth, when remitted to England, from 
2 s. to as. 3d. 
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Angediva, an uninhabited ifland to the fouth- 
ward of Goa. Lord Mallborough left them 
there, and returned fingly to Bombay, where, 
"after much altercation, he prevailed to be 
admitted* firft to the town, and afterwards 
to the poffeflion of the whole ifland and the 
bay. But during his abfence the unhealthi- 
neft of, the climate, feconded by intempe- 
rance, had made havock among the unfor- 
tunate perfons who had been carried to An- 
gediva ; three hundred of them had perifhed ; 
the few who remained were admitted in the 
year 1664. Their firft care was to make 
the ifland defendable. The Portugueze cor- 
rupted by eafe and luxury had funk in indo- 
lence, and were regardlefs of every thing, 
but what contributed to their pleafure : gar- 
dens adorned their pofleffions, but fortifica- 
tions were totally negle&ed. Mr. Cook, 
who commanded that diminifhed force, was 
the firft governor; he was immediately un- 
der the crown ; but this government was not 
of long continuance; for the King finding 
no advantage to himfelf from that poffeflion, 
but on the contrary being put to great ex- 
pence in fending out ihips, wiihed to be rid 
of it. The officers and men lent in thole 
Ihips drove a private trade, which impaired 

that 



OF BOMBAY. 5 

that of the Company ; and their licentiouf- 
jiefs often engaged ' them in hoAilities with 
the natives, for which the Company was an- 
fwerable to the powers of that country. Thefe 
real evils, and the advantage to be reaped 
from the pofleffion of that ifland and bay, 
made the. Company defireit; they therefore 
requeued, and the King readily granted thfipa-: 
from that time they have had the ^iblolute 
dominion. 

The ifland was at firft governed by de- 
puties from the English factory at Surat. 
Diflention foon arofe between the civil and 
military power, and grew to fuch a height, 
that in the year 1671 all was confufion. 
To put an end to this, and to fortify the 
ifland againA attempts, which he forefaw 
a probability of, from the Dutch, then at 
war with England, Mr. Aungier, prefident 
of the fa&ory of Surat, being allb dif- 
guAed by the arrogance of the Mogul go- 
vernor of that town, changed his refi- 
dence and eAabliflied himlelf at Bombay, 
where his prudence qualhed the diflenr 
tions, his good management advanced the 
Company’s interefl, and his activity fee u red 
the ifland : infomuch, that in the Ipring of 
A 3 • 1672, 
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1672, the Dutch attempting a furprize, 
$>und the fort To well guarded, and every- 
thing in lo good a condition, that they im- 
mediately gave over the enterprize. 

From that period, each day Ihewing the 
great importance of this lettlement, the refi- 
de*c^ of the - governor was fixed there, and 
the levefral fa&ories on the Coaft of Malabar, 

, and in the Perfian Gulph, became dependent 
on that prefidency, 

> 

Notwithftanding the natural inconveniences 
of this iiland in the want of lprings and 
flreams of frelh water, and the poornefs of 
its natural produce, from the time of the 
pofleffion of the Englilh, its populoufnefs 
became confiderable, Many were iiivited by 
the freedom granted to all religions, and the 
mildnefs of the government ; (that of the 
Englilh, even when pulhed to what would 
feem tyranny at home, appearing gentle to 
thole who had felt Mahometan inlolence and 
Portugueze bigotry) inlbmuch, that from 
ten thoufand fouls, the utmoft of its inha- 
bitants when in pofleffion of thefe, they 
were in the year 1764 augmented to fixty 
thoufand, 


The 
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The accefs to the harbour and its fafety in 
all feafonsj with its vicinity to the country 
Inhabited by the* Maharattas, and theconve- 
niency of a pafs over the Gaut * Mountains, 
through which the inland parts may be fup- 
plied with our merchandize, are great ad- 
vantages, the fale of woollen and other Eng- 
lifli goods there, amounting annually to 
fourteen lacks of roupies t. The convenience 
of the harbour hath produced a trade of In- 
dian commodities with that country, almoft 
exclufive as alio a very conliderable one in 
the cotton, with which Bengal is fupplied, 
whereby the cuftoms bring the Company an 
annual profit of three lacks and a half J. The 
proximity of Surat gives an influence in that 
government, which, if rightly exerted, may 
prove of immenfe benefit ; as Surat is, next 
to Bombay, the great mart for our ftaple 
commodities. Through thefe advantages the 
trade may fall almoft totally into the hands 
of the Englilh, 

What is yet of greater confequence, not 
only to the Company but the nation, is the 

* Gaut or Gatte means paflage. 
t 140,0001. at2s. per roupie. 

I 35»oQol. at 2S. the common exchange Is 2 s. 3d. 

A 4 maritime 
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maritime power which arifes from this pof* 
feffioo. Docks are conftru&ed there fuffi- 
cient not only for repairings but building of 
(hips. To thele it is eaiy to bring excellent 
timber * from the continent, particularly from 
Baflein; a number of artificers are fettled 
' there, fo that every repair and building may 
be done as perfectly as in England, This 
convenience is not to be found in any other 
part of that, or the Coromandel Coaft, nor 
even in Bengal ; and to this relburpe may 
in a great meafure he attributed the fuccefs 
of England in that region during the laft 
war. But the great expence attending this 
fettlement hath hitherto counterbalanced thefe 
advantages; the profits arifing from the terri- 
tory, and the great trade carried on, not being 
equal to the amount qf that expence. This hath 
made fome further advantage in thele parts 
neceflary, and this neceffity hath been mo(t 
Ihongly felt finpe the year 1768, when there 
were great additions made to the fortifications, 
and the military eftablilhment was augmented ; 
a wile meafure ! lb neceflary that it is to be 

* The Teke tree, ailed by Fryer the Indian oak, grows 
in all thofe part;, it 1$ better from its durability in water 
than our oak. Ships built of that wood, and ufed in the 
fountry trade, laft twenty of thirty years, and longer. 

wondered 
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-wondered that no inconvenience arofe during 
the long time it remained negle&ed. 

By the great Turns then expended, and the 
lading increafe of that eflablilhment, the de- 
feat before-mentioned became grievous, and 
moftly when it was neceflary to furnilh in- 
veftments for Europe and China. The only 
remedy was the acquifition of a terrjfGfjTfuf- 
ficient by its revenues to defray the expence 
of the eflablilhment. The illand of Salcet, 
Baflein, and its territory, immediately pre- 
fented themfelves as the proper objects for 
this purpoTe, when even an opportunity 
Ihould offer to acquire them from the Maha- 
rattas who were then the pofleflors of them. 
The fituation and nature of Salcet have been 
already defcribed ;* its produce is fuch that it 
almoft fuffices for the fupply of Bombay, 
which, with the aid of Caranjah and Baflein 
may, however numerous its people, be lecure 
pf provifion of every kind. Baflein is neceflary 
to the provilion of timber wanted for the 
Company’s docks, which, Ihould it fall in 
the hands of an enemy, or a quarrel arife 
with its pofleflors, might become ulelefs for 
want of materials. The importance of thole 
objects, fo much greater than that of the 

fupply 
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fupply of expence, hath fo? ftrongly ftruck 
the Directors, that they have repeatedly and 
urgently enjoined that prefidency to feize 
every opportunity’ of acquiring thefe poflef- 
fions, and to that principally to direct their 
views and operations : but as the . pofleflbrs 
are equally lenfible of thole advantages, and 
consequently of the value of their pofleffion, 
there was little prolpe& of fuccefs, when, in 
the year 1773, the diforders which difturbed 
the government of the Maharatta ftate af- 
forded the occalion fo much wifhed. That 
thefe events may be underftood, it is necef- 
fary to give fome account of the people among 
whom they happened : a people who have 
hitherto had no regular place in hiftory ; 
mentioned only curforily as freebooters or 
barbarians, although fettled in a regular go- 
vernment, and the moft confiderable nation 
in India ; whether we regard the extent of 
their territory, their fituation, or their arms. 

The rapidity of fuccefs which fo wonder- 
fully- extended the empire of the Mahome- 
tans, attended thofo who invaded Iudia. The 
princes of that immenfo region were in 
general overwhelmed : divided among them- 
ielves they affifted their conquerors; yet 

many 
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many of then$ whilft they yielded, pre- 
ferved their dominions by paying a tribute, 
and acknowledging the fovereigilty of the 
vigors; and others refufing this, by arms 
kept up their independence. They, whole 
pofleflions lay in the low, plain, and fertile 
part of the country, being lefs able to refill:, 
were in the firft clafs ; but they who dwelt 
among the mountains, hardy and iited to 
arms, and protected by the roughnefs of 
their fituation, were not to be eafily fubdued. 
They not only refilled, but often baffled the 
power, of the mightiell emperors : even Au- 
rengzebe found it neceffary to prefer art to 
force ; and, by being fatisfied with fmall ac- 
knowledgments, prevailed by cunning where 
his arms mull have failed. The kingdom 
of Vifiapour was thus at laft fubdued by 
him; and the king brought to his court, re- 
mained there maintained by a penfion as one 
of his Omrahs; but a part of that kingdom 
inhabited by a hardy race, who before that 
revolution had thrown off the fubjedtion to 
the king, remained unconquered ; and con- 
tinued not only free from the yoke of the 
Moguls, but at lalt faw that empire tribu- 
tary to them. 


Thefe 
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Thefe tribes extended from the territory 
of Surat to that of Goa along the lea coaft, 
and backward over the mountains to the city 
of Vifiapour, and are at .this day known by 
the name of Maharattas. The hiftory of the 
Hindoos gives them great antiquity, even to 
the moft remote times *. They have prev- 
iewed their original manners and religion $ 
fcruftrtoqs obfervers of that of Bramah, they 
never feed on any thing which hath had ani- 
mal life; temperate, fober, indefatigable; al- 
ways in arms ; inured to all hardlhips, capable 
of refilling heat and climate. A numerous 
cavalry mounted on horfes as hardy in their 
nature as their riders, is the ftrength of their 
army: their marches are incredibly long and 
rapid : they avoid general engagements ; re- 
treating with a celerity as fudden as that 
With which they invaded, they mark the 
country they leave with the mifery of plun- 
der and devaluation ; they return as foon as 
the army raifed by the prince, whole territory 
they invade, hath been dilbanded. Thus all 
the horrors of this predatory war are renewed, 
to the total deftru&ion of the wretched in- 
habitants. Hence the difficulty of reaching 


them* 


* Orme. Dow. 
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them, and the detriment ariiing from thefe 
inroads induce the princes of the invaded 
countries to purchafe their .retreat, either by 
a large contribution, or ftipulating to pay an 
annual tribute. Their arms have extended 
this kind of conqueft even to the gates of 
Dehli. Expences in luxury are unknown to 
them; and continually collecting fronv^the 
countries they pafs over, immenle treafures 
are brought to remain in theirs; which, 
whilft the provinces within their reach have 
been ravaged and exhaufted, have continued 
in undifturbed tranquillity. The policy of 
the original conftitution of their government 
forbad the extenfion of their territorial do-, 
minions. This law, notwithftanding the 
fuccefs attending their arms, and the incite- 
ments of ambition common to conquerors, 
continued long inviolate, their views leading 
them no further than the impofition of a tri- 
bute they called Chout, one fourth of the 
eftimated clear revenue of the countries they 
fubdued : this, in a courfe of time, became 
general through the greateft part of India. 
Their refource6 of wealth were limple, and 
unembarrailed by territorial arrangements; 
their armies numerous in proportion to their 
immenfe revenues, and their country eafy of 

defence. 
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defence. But by degrees the ambitious and 
interefted views of powerful individuals 
brought them to depart from this policy, and 
to extend their territorial pofleffions. From 
that time their government no longer retained 
a confiftent fyftem of meafures, but became 
a disjointed union of different interefts and 
dependencies, where each chief, accommodat- 
ing the* interefts of the ftate to what fuited 
his, a£ted folely for his own purpofe. 

The revolution by which thefe tribes be- 
came an independent nation *, was owing to 
a bold Raypout of the kingdom of Vifiapour, 
named Seva or Sava +, who had long dwelt 
in the mountains, where he was at the head 
of a bold fet of adventurers. This man 
was defeended from an ancient line of Rajas, 
of the caft of the Bouncelos, a warlike and 
a&ive race. His grandfather, Vanga Gi, was 
high in office under. Nizam Shaw the laft 
prince of Guzurat; and by him was Seva’s 
father, Shaw Gi Raja, made commander of 
. Jenneah Gur, where Seva was born, as was 
alio a fecond fon called Samba ; by another 

* Fryer. 

f He is commonly called Seva Gi. This additional fyl- 
lable denotes fome rank or honour ; as chief. 


wife. 
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wife he had a third fon named Ekou. WJjen 
Nizam Shaw was fubdued by Aurengzebe, ■ 
Shaw Gi, and his two younger ions, entered 
into the ferviee of the king of Vifiapour, 
where they were railed to great employ- 
ments ; the father to the command of the 
king’s guard. Samba to a jaguier of ten 
thouland horle, and twenty thouland Jppt, 
with thirty lacks of roupies a year, and 
Ekou to one of two thoufand horle and eight 
thouland foot, with ten lacks of roupies a 
year. Seva would not fubmit to ferve any 
prince, but, gathering a party, maintained 
himfelf and them by inroads upon the plain 
country; fometimes againft the fubjeds of 
the Mogul, at others againft thole of Vifia- 
pour. Nor could he ever be brought by the 
inftances of his father and his brothers to 
change this courfe of life, which dilobedience 
occafioned fo heavy a refentment from his 
father, that he excluded him from his fuc- 
celfion. The king of Vifiapour, upon lome 
fufpicions of machinations againft him, put 
to death Shaw Gi Rajah : revenge of this 
murder fiurnilhed Seva an excule for pulhing 
on his devaftations. The king fent a ftrong 
army againft him, under the command of 
Abdul Cawn : Seva, finding it much fuperior 
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to any he could raife* whilft it was yet at a 
great diftance, pretended that he was defirous 
of yielding obedience, and requeued his ad- 
vancing with a final! party to a choultry 
which flood between the two armies, that 
he might there kifs his feet, and pray him to 
iolicit his pardon from the king. Abdul too 
eafiljb&elieved him, and advancing with his' 
ion, and* an inconfiderable retinue, came to 
the place appointed. Seva waited there for 
him, accompanied by few $ but he had placed a 
ftrong party in ambuih, who lay totally con- 
cealed. He, feemihgly unarmed, advancing 
proftrated himfelf at Abdul’s feet, and with 
tears requefted his intercellion with the king. 
As they entered the choultry Seva faid, 
“ You, my lord, may execute your plea- 
** lure on me, and eafe me of my life.” 
Upon which Abdul, that his fears might va- 
niih, and to (hew him an entire confidence, 
gave his fword and poynard to his page. 
They then begun their conference, when 
Seva drew a flilletto from his ileeve, and 
ftabbed him to the heart. Abdul the Ion 
flew on Seva and wounded him ; but the 
men in ambuih ruihed into the choultry at 
that moment, a feuffle enfued, in which, 
fortunately Abdul eicaped ; and by putting 

on 
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lift a mean drefs ; and* flying through tin* 
frequented ways, reached his camp; where 
the tragical end of their general was no fooner 
known, than all the troops difperfed. 

Seva, that he might not lofe the fruit of 
his crime, immediately marched to Panala; 
a wealthy and ftrong city, hoping to—fur- 
prize it; but the citizens were t>n their 
guard. He, therefore fearing that a fiege 
would be long, and give time for another 
army to be fent againft him, which in the 
plain and open country he could riot cope 
with, endeavoured a ftratagem. Seven hun- 
dred of his followers Were employed for 
this purpofe. To many of their officers he 
publicly gave ill-ufage ; they loudly com- 
plained ; and, feeming from refentment his 
bitter enemies, departed to the town, and 
offered their fervice againft him. They were 
well received ; and though at firft the in- 
habitants ufed caution, yet in a very lhort 
time their indolence and luxury drawing 
them to confidence in thefe new friends, they 
left the guard of the walls moftly to them : 
as they had fought pleafure more than fecu- 
rity, ther ramparts and outworks were plead- 
ing walks fhadowed with trees ; under the j 

B covet J 
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cover of thefe a detachment of Seva’s army 
approached undifcovered, and were the fuc- 
ceeding night admitted by their friends. The 
inhabitants were foon overpowered, and at 
Seva’s mercy, who considered them as his 
lubje&s, and made their city his retreat ; 
Adding to the fortifications, and deftroying 
the trees which had rendered the former ufe- 
lefs T^frem this place he over-ran the adja- 
cent country. The king loon fent a frefh force 
agaipft him, under the command of Abdul ; 
this confifted of the troops lately difperfed, 
and a body of cavalry under Ruftan Gemma, 
who had a jaguire of thirty lacks of roupies a 
year, for which he maintained ten thoufand 
horfe and thirty thoufand foot ; but Seva 
found means to gain him. Abdul advanced 
gallantly, and with a fmall band of chofen 
friends rufhed to that part where Seva was, 
calling him aloud to an encounter; but Seva, 
who depended upon more than valour, de- 
ipifed the challenge, anfwering, “ The raih 
“ youth may fall by other hands.” In the 
mean time Ruftan’s horfe difbanded, and he, 
with a fmall party, went over to Seva: Ab- 
dul with his few brave friends broke through 
and reached Vifiapour, his whole army dif- 
jperfing, left Seva matter of the held. Ruftan 

advifed 
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advifed Seva to take advantage of the prefent 
confterhation, and march diredly to Vifia- 
pour; he followed his Couniel, and his bold* 
nefs would have fucceeded, had not Siddy Jore 
another jaghedar advanced to the relief of 
the city, with a body fo conliderable, his 
own troops being increafed by the re-aflem- 
blage of the difperfed army, that Seva>ould 
not ftand before it, but was obliged to re- 
treat to Panala. Siddy encamped near the 
town ; Seva, whofe ftratagems never failed 
him, contrived to efcape, and proceeded to 
Rajapour, the chief city and fortrefs of Siddy, 
where he produced a forged phirmaund * , fealed 
with Siddy’s feal, whereby it was fignified, 
that having exchanged this fortrefs for Pa- 
nala, the commander was ordered to deliver it 
up to Seva. Siddy, not able to do any thing 
againft Panala, returned to Vifiapour. The 
king fufpe&ed him of treachery, yet received 
him with a fair countenance, and made him 
the ufual prefents upon his difmiflion; but, 
fbon after changing his mind, gave orders 
to Bullul Cawn, whom he made com- 
mander in chief, to overtake and deftroy him. 
Siddy, when Bullul reached him, encountered 
and defeated him. The king then marched 

* A grant. 

B 2 in 
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in perfon againft him, having by fecret 
means gained feveral of Siddy’s army, who, 
not miftrufting the treafon, joined battle, in 
which, being forfaken, he was flain. This 
treatment of Siddy Jore incited Siddy Maf- 
furc, another potent jaghedar, to vengeance; 
and thus civil difeord completed the mifery 
of tk's kingdom. In the mean time Seva, 
improving the opportunity, fecured feveral 
fmall places towards the fea coaft. In the 
midfl: of this confufion the king died without 
ifl'ue ; upon his death his widow afeendsd 
the throne ; and, by the weaknefs of her go- 
vernment, furnilhed Seva further occafion of 
gratifying his revenge, and indulging his 
ambition. The queen had, during the life 
of her hufband, conceived a parental fond- 
nefs for a youth named Sikendar, whom fhe 
had educated in the dodtrine of Ali, the fe& 
of Mahometans which prevailed in Perfia. 
She now adopted him, and gave him the 
title of king : this could not fail of being 
odious to a people of all others the moft 
fcrupuloufly attached to their religion. Seva 
was highly efteemed for his valour, and 
either from principle or political views, a 
ftridt profeflor of the Gentoo religion, had 
acquired a great intereft among the Bramins. 
Improving thefe advantages, he extended his 

influence 
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influence among the Raypouts. The fcruples 
of many, and the difcontents of more, in- 
creafed his company of adventurers to an 
army, at the head of which he unexpectedly 
appeared. The queen was totally unprepared. 
Each advantage improving his force, he re- 
duced into his poifeflion the fortrefles of Ra- 
japur, Rafejeir, and a great part of the^ Ma- 
labar Coaft ; in Rafejeir he was faid to have 
found great treafures. His fuccefs was fuch, 
that the queen, in the year 1674, before 
her adopted fon Sikendar could attain his 
majority, was obliged to enter into a treaty 
with him. By the peace which followed, 
he obtained the independent dominion of 
the territory and forts which he had con- 
quered. 

Unfortunately for the queen and Sikendar 
this diminution was followed by a worfe. 
Pammaich, another of the Raypouts tribu- 
tary to her, trufting to the inacceflible moun- 
tains which furrounded his country, revolted, 
and was fuccefsful ; his faftnefies for a long 
time protecting him. 

Her principal forces being employed in 
the reduction of this rebel, Aurengzebe feized 
B 3 this 
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this opportunity, and marching to the city 
of Vifiapour, conquered that and the fortrefs 
after a three years refiftance ; the unhappy 
S&endar was taken prifoner, Aurengzebe 
carried him to his court, where he refided as 
one of his omrahs, enjoying a penfiou of a 
million of roupies. This revolution hap* 
pened in the year 1685, 

i 

From the time Seva found himfelf efta- 
blifhed by this peace, he afTumed the title of 
Raja Seva Gi, and a regal ft ate, had a pona?. 
pous coronation 1 and applied himfelf clofely 
to make his conqueft a valuable dominion 1 
he fortified the principal paffes in the moun- 
tains, and placed therein faithful lieutenants 
and good garrifons. His conquefts extended 
to the territory of Surat northward, and 
fouthward to that of Goa : the coaft between 
thefe two places became a part of his poflefe 
fion. This enabled him not only to harrafs 
the country round hhn by continual incur- 
fions, but alfp to flop all commerce, both 
pf the fortugueze and the fubje&s of the 
emperor, by hjs depredations, infomuch that 
.each of thefe powers were happy to receive 
his terms. The pofleftion of fo confiderable 
a trail of fea coaft infpjred him with the idea 

Pf 
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of acquiring a maritime power; his late fuc- 
cefs in his depredations gave probability to 
the fcheme ; and his activity in the purfuit 
pf it was fuch, that in a fhort time his force 
was fufficient, not only to refill, but even 
to beat a fleet the Mogul emperor had equip- 
ped againft him. Thus both at fea and land 
was his dominion eftablifhed, 

■J* 

In the year 1674, the prefidsncy of Bom- 
bay lent an embafly to him to treat concerning 
trade to be carried on through his country; 
in which negotiation they afked the fame 
privileges they enjoyed in Perfia and I11- 
doflan. This was a favourable time for them, 
as their gallant behaviour, in repulfing an at- 
tack he had made upon Surat, had imprefled 
him with an idea of their valour : he there- 
fore willingly granted them leave to come to 
Raree, a flrong hold in the Gatte *, where 
he then refided. They proceeded from Upper 
Ghoul, a confiderable ,fea~port in his poflef* 
lion, and, after many difficulties, came the 
fourth day to Punchara, a town at the foot 
of the mountain on which Raree {lands j 
there they pitched their tents, and waited for 


hi* 


* Gatte fignifies a pats. 
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his return from a pilgrimage he made to a 
famous pagoda called Purtabgur, preparatory 
to his coronation, which they were fpedlators 
6f, and of his fourth marriage, Thefe were 
to him fuch ferious matters, that, till all the 
ceremonies of falling and purification were 
over (during which he and his family were 
fhut up with the bramins) the ambafladors 
could*T>ot r treat of bufinefs with him perlb- 
nally, but were referred to Moro Pundit his 
Palhwa, or chancellor, who was to report to. 
him the demands they made : their prelentg^ 
were accepted, and their reception was cour- 
teous. Sava Gi owed his fuccefs in a great 
meafurc to the influence of the hramins ; an 
incident, trifling in itfelf, fhews his attention 
to keep well with their tribe, during this 
{ime of his recefs he was weighed in gold, 
and 16,000 pagodas found to be his weight, 
were, with 1 00,00a more, diftributed among 
the braminsi on the day of his coronation *. 

Except 

* The great influence of the bramins over the people 
gave infinite advantage to thofe whofe caufe they efpoufed. 
They were revered by the higheft. In the hiltory of 
Feruflita, tranflated by Dow, page 4. vol. I. anno 977. 

4 ? It was then cuftomary among the Rajas, in affairs of 
c f moment, to aflepible the Double Council, which con- 
•* filled of an equal number of the mod refpeftable bra- 

“ mins 
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Except making the English coin current 
tn his dominions, and reftoring wrecks of 
ihips perifhed on his coafts, the whole that 
was demanded was granted, with this com- 
pliment, that with great fatis faction he em- 
braced our friendfliip, promiiing to himfelf 
and his country much happinefs by our fettle- 
meat and trade. 

Seva’s fuccefs gained him not only terri- 
tory but dependents. Many of the Ray- 
4>p£S, who were tributaries to the Mogul 
and king of Vifiapour, wearied by the Rate 
of war in which they were obliged to live, 
and feeing an advantage in being under his 
protection, as they would for a fmaller tri- 
bute paid to him, not only lave their land 
from devaftation, but lhare the benefit of his 
manner of maintaining himfelf (the ipoils of 
the neighbouring countries) became his ja- 
ghedars or feudatories ; paying him un an- 
nual fum, and ftipulating to furnifh a cer- 
tain number of troops whenever occafion re- 

mins, who fat on the right of the throne, and of the 
f‘ nobles, Keitrees, who fat on the left;” but they feem 
only to be advifers ; for there the Raja, to his ruin, againlt 
fhe unanimous opinion of fuch a council, continued a war 
againlt the emperor of Ghizni. 


quired : 
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quired : and thus was formed that federal 
union which conftitutes the Maharatta ftate* 
Each of thefe jaghedars maintains a certain 
number of troops, with which, when they are 
not engaged in the common caufe, they make 
incurfions in the neighbouring provinces ; 
Sometimes fettling in thofe parts which lie 
mot., conveniently for their purpofe ; at others, 
being fhtisfied with the chout or tribute. 
As the princes from whom this tribute is ex- 
acted are impatient of this yoke, to which 
they yield only through neceffity, the Ma- 
hometans, who look on themielves as the 
conquerors of India, feeling deeply the in- 
dignity of fubmitting to perfons whom they 
look on merely as freebooters, whenever they 
find an opportuity of evading thefe payments, 
either from any addition to their flrength, 
or embarraffments among the Maharattas, 
with-hold them, which the others, as fbon 
as they find it feafible, fail not to demand 
with an armed force ; and thus their troops 
are kept up, and their inclination to plunder 
gratified. 

The diffentions and war among the fuc- 
cefl'qrs of Aurengzebe left thofe of Seva at li- 
berty to Strengthen and eftablifh themielves s 

the 
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the luxury of the prince, and infidelity of 
the chief omrahs, diflolved the government 
of the Mogul empire. In the interval of 
time paffed from the year 1707*, in which 
Aurengzebe died, to the year 1718, when 
Mahommed Shaw afcended the throne, four 
princes reigned, three of whom were exalted, 
and then were deprived of life by the faction 
of the Seids, Abdalla Cawn, andf Haflen 
Cawn. Mahommed, foon after his acceffion, 
rid himfelf of thefe tyrants, and then funk 
‘'sr? 'indolence and the pleafures of his haram ; 
the omrahs were at liberty to form and execute 
fchemes of independence in their govern- 
ments. The moft confiderable among thefe, 
for extent of province and number of troops, 
were the Nizam ul Mulluck who commanded 
in the Decan, and Aliverdy Cawn who com- 
manded in Bengal. This omrah by his 
arms fubdued the Rajas who were his neigh-? 
hours, but tamely permitted the Maharattas 
to range through the interior parts of the 
empire. Thefe invafions were fo fuccefsful 
in the kingdom of Malava and the neigh- 
bouring provinces, that Mahommed, to pur- 
phafe their retreat, confented to pay them 

* Dow’s Hlflory of the Decline of the Mogul Empire, 

the 
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the chout, or fourth part of the revenues of 
thofe provinces. Thus did the fucceflbr of 
Tamerlane, and great-grandfon of Aureng- 
zebe, become their tributary. 

The whole province of Guzurat, and 
country as far as the Indus, was in this man- 
ner ^fubjedled to them, and a part of it in 
, the actual pofieffion of fome of their chiefs 
or jaghedars, 

The invafion of the Perfian Nadir, through 
the treachery of the Nizam, having exhaufted 
the provinces, occafioned the tribute to run 
in arrear ; this furnithed the pretence, as the 
weaknefs of the empire did the opportunity, 
of another invafion. An army of eighty 
thoufand liorfe under the command of Rago 
Gi, in 1740, invaded the Carnatic; having 
forced the pafles of the mountains, they fur- 
prized and defeated the army of Doaft Aly 
the nabob of the province, who with his fon 
fell in the adtion. Sipander the fon, and 
Chunda a Saib, the fon-in-law of Doaft Ali, 
were at variance, and, inftead of uniting to 
repel this invafion, ftiut themfelves up, the 
iirft in Vellour, the latter in Tritchinopoli. 
Thus left mafters of the province they ravaged 
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it, and railed heavy contributions. Sipander let 
on foot a negotiation, which ended in a fti- 
pulation to pay them a hundred lacks of rou- 
pies, and put them in pofleffion of the territory 
of Tritchinopoly. Sipander was acknowledged 
Nabob. They then retired ; but fix months 
after returned to take pofleffion of the land 
yielded to them. Chunda Saib fuftained a 
three months fiege in Tritchinopoly, and 
then was obliged to furrender at difcretion. 
Madhar Row, who commanded there in the 
sy©3£ 1741* fold it fora fum of money to 
Abdulla Cawn, one of the Nizam generals. 

In this year they demanded the chout 
from the emperor, who, unable to pay it, 
gave them a commiffion to gather it in the 
provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla, 
where Aliverdi had made himfelf independ- 
ent. The Suu Raja fent an army of 50,000 
horfe from Sattarah, his capital, to invade 
Bengal, under the condu£t of Bofcar Pundit ; 
they ravaged all the diftri&s weft of the 
Ganges. Aliverdi refilled them by arms and 
intrigue : he found means to have their leader 
aflaflinated ; the army retreated : but the 
Raja fent two other armies, one by the way 
of Bahar, commanded by Balia Row, and 

another 
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auother by Cattack, under the command of 
Rago Gi. Aliverdi contrived to low diflen- 
tion between thefe chiefs, and treated lieparate- 
ly with Balia Row, who having received two 
years chout evacuated the province. Rago Gi 
retreated to Cattack, whence with flying 
parties he harrafled the provinces ; in fome 
time Aliverdi prevailed upon him to return 
likewila 

In the year 1 750 they retreated from the 
fouthem provinces of the empire, in pm-- 
fuance of an alliance with Ahmed the Ion of 
Mohammed, who was then defending him- 
felf againfl: the Patans. By this treaty it 
was ftipulated, that the chout Ihould be re- 
gularly paid. The confufion which reigned 
in Dehli prevented this, and furnilhed an 
occaflon of continual incurlions, which the 
wars, barrelling the fouthern provinces, made 
ever fuccefsful. This prolperous ftate con- 
tinued till their diftradtions at home engaged 
their whole attention. 

Seya Gi, in modelling his riling empire, 
fallowed the genius of the Gentoo lyftem : 
among them, the Raja has the fupreme au- 
thority, is mailer of peace and war, and ab- 

folutely 
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'felutely commands the armies ; but, by ufage 
coeval with their law, is bound, from the 
moft learned among the bramins, to form a 
council, which aflifts him in the adminiftra- 
tion of juftice, both in regard to putiifh- 
ments and the decifion of property : their 
authority is limilar to that which Caefar at- 
tributes to the Druids in Britain. Thus the 
human law, being fupported by the cdivine, 
muft have found perfect obedience in a na- 
tion fo bigotted to the tenets of their religion ; 
jdie firft of which is, that the bramins are of 
a race fuperior to other mortals, who may 
think it a happinefs, when a call created par- 
ticularly for the exercife of the priefthood, 
in reading, teaching, and performing the 
ceremonies of religion, will condefcend to 
exercile functions inferior to thefe, whilft 
none of the other cafes dare look up to theirs. 
Even that of the Raypouts, of which is the 
Raja, whofe particular difein&ion is the pro- 
feffion of arms, to protect the feibje&s by 
their valour, and who therefore naturally 
have command, is inferior to that of the bra- 
mins, who are by the people more refpe&ed* 
I than the prince. 


Befedcs 
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Befides this fpirit of the Gentoo fyftem> 
Seva was attached to the bramins by policy } 
to them he owed his fir ft fuccefs, and front 
their influence he hoped yet greater advan- 
tages. Of his bounty and munificence, as 
well as deference to them, inftances have 
been related on occafion of his coronation 
and' marriage ; whilft therefore he retained 
the eiifigns and reality of fupreme dignity, 
the power of peace and war, the command 
of armies, the dilpofal of employments, go- 
vernments, and jaguiers, and the majjagc- 
jnent of the public treafure abfolutely to him- 
felf, he inftituted a council of eight perfons 
chofen among the bramins to affift him in 
the adminiftration of the civil government. 
They exercifed the principal offices of the 
ftate under him, they held thefe offices only 
during his pleafure, in procefs of time they 
perpetuated them in that caft. Next in dig- 
nity to the Raja was the Purtenary, or dele- 
gate, whole fiat was previoufly neceflary to 
all ads of ftate : but the officer really moft 
powerful was the Pailhwa, or chancellor * ; in 
him was the executive power of adminiftra- 
tion really lodged ; and as the name imports^ 
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he' prefided over the council, and was the 
reigning, indeed foie, minifter of the Raja. 
The fpirit and a&ivity of Seva Gi was fuch, 
that his minifters could aifume little or no 
power: but as by him the independence of 
his tribe was fettled, and the jaghedars fixed 
in their obedience and payment of their rent, 
his fucceffors, like other Indian princes, 
yielding to the foftnefs of the climate, and 
the allurements of luxury, to enjoy their 
pleafure left the adminiftration to their mi* 
nifte^. Similar caufes produce like effects 
though in different . climates ; what hap- 
pened in the firft line of the French mon- 
archy happened here; from the indolence 
and ina&ivity of the prince, the abilities and 
real fervice of the chief minifter, the necef- 
fity to which the prince was reduced of be- 
ing totally in his hands, the influence of the 
perfons whom the minifter had won over to 
fecond him, who in each ftate were rulers of 
the people’s confciences, the power by de- 
grees palled from the hand of the prince to 
that of the minifter. The Mayor of the 
Palace, and the Pailhwa, to the admini- 
ftration of government joined command of 
armies ; fuccefs againft foreign enemies con- 
firmed them in that command ; and the of- 

C flee 
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fifcO fixed at firft in their perfon for life Only, 
iii time became hereditary in their family 1 ) 
whilft the prince became a mere cypher? and, 
fetisfied with outward enfigns of royalty, led 
a life dependent on the will Of him who had 
thus ufurped his authority. In this ftate the 
Paifhwa was affifted by the reft of the coun- 
cil, who few by this change the government 
fixed ill the bramin caft ; the office became 
hereditary, even when the Paifhwa left an 
infant fon, during whole minority the admi- 
niftration was vefted in a regent and the reft 
of the council, and exercifed in the name of 
the infant. The completion of this change 
Was owing to the Raja Sahoo ; in the be- 
ginning of whofe .reign a bramin called 
Wifh-wana Ballagee, through his great abi- 
lities, feconded by dexterity, had fo far gained 
his prince’s favour and confidence, that he 
rofe to be of the Council of Eight, and foon 
to the office of Paifhwa. The Raja, finding 
every day more eafe from his management, 
determined formally to inveft him with all 
his authority and power, and even feme of 
the enfigns of royalty. From that time all 
(Orders formerly given in the name of the 
Raja ifiued in that of the Paifhwa fblely, 
whom Sahoo ftiled Pundit Praden, chief or 

~ ele& 
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*ele£t of the Pundits *. The only referve 
of this thoughtlefs prince was the revenue 
of a large diftriCt, from who fe produce he 
maintained a considerable body of troops, 
who were his hody guard, and folely under 
his command. From that time, Shut up in 
Sattarah, and abandoned totally to his plea- 
sures, he appeared no more to his people, 
who, through the influence of the bramin 
eaft, were accuftamed in a Short time to this 
alteration, which in reality had no bad ef- 
fects'* to them. The bramins readily affifted 
in a meafure which fixed the government in 
their call, and gave a chance to each of their 
families of feeing the fupreme power fixed 
in it. 


This referve and guard makes it probable 
that by this ceflion Sahob did not mean to 
diveft himfelf totally ; his intention muft have 
been only the attainment of perfectly un- 
disturbed tranquillity in the enjoyment of his 
pleafures ; but his absence from bufinefs and 
the view of his people gave his Substitute 
1 the opportunity of fully establishing his power 
and influence, infomuch that the office be-, 
came not only permanent in himfelf, but 

* Scarped Bramins. 

C 2 here-- 
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hereditary in his family : it is now an efta* 
blifhed rule, the fucceflor goes to Sattarah, 
where the Raja refides, and is inverted in his 
office by the delivery of the firpaw *. Such a 
revolution muft feem ft range, but it mufti be 
confidered that the bramins who compofed the 
council had, as moft orders of men, the in* 
tereft of their caft principally in view : by this 
abdication they faw the government fixed in 
it, and each might hope that his own family 
would fome time or other reap the benefit 
of it : and their influence over the people 
being fo great, they eafily brought them to 
lubmit to any government they approved. 

Wifh-ana made ufe of his power in cre- 
ating dependents, and by degrees fo totally 
obfcured the Rajafhip, that the prince be- 
came a mere image or reprefentative of roy- 
alty. As Sahoo muft have been very weak 
as well as indolent and luxurious, it is not 
lurprizing that, like the Frenfch monarchs, 
he was content with enjoying his pleafures 
within his palace, and in time funk into a 
prifoner ; probably his mind as well as- his 6 

r * The firpaw is a rich garment with which the perfoa 
\Wio receives a great employment 'is inverted in the jpre- ‘ 
fence of the prince, or of (he minirter who carries it, it the 
Avowed penon is then abfent from court. 
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'• body enervated through fenfuai enjoyments, 
willingly acquiefced in this inglorious torpid 
ft ate. His feclufion from the world totally 
eftablifhed the empire of the PaifhWa in the 
mind of his people, his perfon and his go- 
vernment were forgotten. Upon the death of 
Sahoo, he leaving no children, Raja Ram, 
who was only an adopted foil, probably chofen 
by Wifh-ana to ferve his purpofe, was per- 
mitted to fucceed to this ftate of capfive roy- 
alty, and hath ever fince acquiefced, and 
peacefully obeyed the dictates of the Paifhwa 
or bramin council. The genius and circum- 
ftances of the refpe&ive fucceffors of Sahoo 
and Wifh-ana have fo totally fixed the go- 
vernment in the Paifhwa, that every tranf- 
aftion with foreign powers is merely between 
that officer and them, without any regard to 
the Raja. 

Wifh-ana’s enterprlfing fpirit did not long 
fuffer him to reft content with the incurfions 
ufually made by the Maharattas ; he fought 
to regain what the valour of the Portugueze, 
on their firft invafiou of India, had wrefted 
from the inhabitants of that part of the Ma- 
labar Coaft which lies between Surat and 
Goa: in a fhort time he became mafter of 
C 3 ■■ the 
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the principal part of the coaft, and by fai« 
own brother Oppah conquered Baffein ahd 
Saicet. Thefe fiiecefies encouraged him to 
attempt becoming a maritime power* and 
turned his thoughts to the eftabltfhment of a 
marine. 

. *Jh e neighbourhood of this euterprifing 
people made it neceflary for the prefidency 
of Bombay to endeavour, by fome treaty or 
agreement* to prevent any disputes which 
might a'rife between them, and for that pur- 
pofe one of their body was deputed to nego- 
tiate, who found the ftate in the fituatiou 
above deferibed, and therefore treated with 
the Paifhwa, by the intervention of Oppah, 
with whom fundry articles were fettled. 

. Wilh-ana was peaceably fucceeded by his 
foil Ballagee, more generally known by the 
name of Nanah; during his adminiferatipn 
the government was carried on with vigour ; 
the military prowefs of the Maharattas efta- 
blifbed a tribute, which, under the appel- 
lation of Chout, was e*a£M from all the 
countries fouth of their dominion; the quar- 
ts among the different princes calling them 
at feme times to the aid pf one ; at others, 
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*‘the non-payment of the Chout gave' them g 
pretence of an irruption to gather the ar- 
rears ; and thus continually employed abroad, 
and at home governing with firmnefs and 
juftice, Nanah reigned without difturbance, 
and at his death in 1761, the power and 
poft was tranfmitted, as of courfe, to his 
ion Madharow, though he was then but four- 
teen years old, Ragonath * Row, the bro- 
ther of the deeeafed Paifliwa, carried on the 
government in the name of his pupil, and 
by his prudence conducted it fb as to affirm 
the power of the Faith wa. The neighbour- 
ing princes, particularly the fubah of the 
Decan, tempted by the youth of Madharow, 
invaded the territory of the Maharattas, but 
by Ragonath’s activity and valour he was toon 
repulfed. His care extended to every part 
of admiuiftration ; valour and conduit -re- 
pelled foreign enemies; but internal evils 
were more difficult to be removed, 

With-ana, on the firft eftabliffiment of his 
power, as he was favoured by the reft of the 
council to give it ftability, found it iiecef- 

* Called alfo, and more generally by the Englilh, Ra^ 

gobah, 

C 4 
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lary» not only to employ them in the civil 
department, but to give them all the advan- 
tage of emolument that could arife from their 
offices ; by this they were enabled tp acquire 
great riche?, and increafe their intereft, and 
that of the whole bramin caft : his fucce^or 
continued the fame manner; but probably 
Ragobah fhewed fome inclination to check 
this growth of power and wealth ; for, during 
the minority of Mhadarow, they formed ah 
intrigue, . the effefts pf which have brought 
the Maharatta nation to fuch a ft ate, .that 
had any of the neighbouring powers been in 
a condition to take advantage 5 of it, the whole 
njuft have been loft. The bramjns feared 
not only the diminution of power, and of 
the means of iucreafing their riches, but the 
lbfs of thole riches, always an object of jea- 
louiy to the princes of that country. They 
law the fteady adminiftratipn pf the regent 
extended to every part of the nation, that his 
view was to affirm the power of the Paifhwa, 
and make him independent of theirs ; and 
from the talents of the young prince doubted 
pot but, through his inftruftibh6, he would 
pprlue the fame plan, which muft end in 
their ruin. It was riecefiary to prevent this , 
that Ragobah fhould b$ removed, To effect 
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this would not have been eafy, had not a 
favourable circumftance offered the oppor- 
tunity. 

Nana had left a widow, who poflefled the 
art. of intrigue : fhe was befides a confum- 
mate coquette; and, fince the death of her 
hufband, had by her amours given great of- 
fence to Ragobah, who could not, • without 
refentment, behold fo lhameful a courfe of 
life ; he reproached her for it ; this procured 
him her inveterate hatred. The minifters 
failed not to improve fuch an advantage, and 
prompt her to ufe her influence over her fon 
to the deftru&ion of Ragobah. This was fuc- 
cefsful : a coolnefs at firft, was followed by 
an open breach, and total deprivation of 
power, and ended in Ragobah’s confinement. 

The fuccefs of this intrigue at firft threw 
the whole power into the hands of the mi- 
nifters ; their rapacity knew no bounds; as 
they were the difpenfers of favour, in a coun- 
try where prefents make the firft claim, they 
could not fail amaffing immenfe riches, and 
greatly extending their intereft by the oppor- 
tunity they had of making creatures, at the 
j?*j>ence of the Paifhwa’s treafury. It hap- 

” peiied 
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pened,that the northern jaghedars, feeing 
the' Weaknefs of government, with-held their 
• tribute, and were in this followed by the 
Pundits ; they purchafed, for a fmall part of 
what they ufed to pay* the protection of the 
miuiflers : fo the treafiny vifibly dtminilhed, 
while their ftores incaeafed. But this lafted 
notlorur. 

,;?* * s' 

t* • 

AsMadharow advanced to manhood,, he 
lbewed all the talents which form a great 
prince* and put in practice the inftru&ions 
he had received from the regent. One of bis 
firft cares, upon his taking in hand the reins, 
was to deftroy this iniquitous combination, 
by narrowing the power of the juinifters, and 
reftoring that firtnoefs <of government which 
had exifled during the regency of his uncle ; 
who, notwithftanding the Pailhwa’s penetra- 
tion, was iftill kept in his difgrace and, con- 
finement. The ability and activity of Mad- 
harow made him be refpe&ed at home and 
dreaded abroad, and would certainly have 
proved as advantageous to his nation as fatal 
to his neighbours, had his life been longer. A 
lingering diforder put an end to his defigns 
in November 1772. He faw his end 
proach with firmnels, yet with great anxiety 
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at the Situation in which ire left his fetnily.. 
His brother and fucceflor, Narott Row, was 
young and weak, confiding in thole who 
flattered his paflions and vanity, and totally 
under the influence of his mother. The wife 
administration of Ragobah recurred to him. 
The contraft between which, and that likely 
to be under thofe disadvantages, was Striking, 
Senfible that the good he had begun pould be 
continued by him only, he wilhed to throw 
the management of the State into his hand. 
He knew the hatred of his mother, and the 
defigns of the ministers, the confequence of 
whole ambition might lofe the Pailhwaihip 
to his family, if not extinguish the office : 
at the fame time much was to be feared from 
the refentment of Ragobah ; Some marks of 
which had appeared in his impatience at his 
confinement, projefts formed for his efcape, 
and meafyres taken to revive his interests 
among his friends ; yet he knew him to be 
pf a high Spirit, and naturally, not only bold 
and enterprising, but alfo generous; and as 
he had no children, fuppofed he might look 
on Naron as his own Son, and moved by the 
confidence repoSed in him, aft as his friend 
and parent ; . he determined therefore to try 
that method; and calling to him his brother, 
r ffie^red him the dangers that furmunded him 

from 
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from the ambition and avarice of the mini- 
fters, and the intriguing fpirit, with the im- 
placable temper of his mother : he then had 
Ragobah brought in, and after many kind 
eXpreflions conjured him, forgetting the ill 
hlage he had received, to protect his nephew, 
and aid him with his councils ; at the fame 
time recommending to the young man to be 
totally guided by him, and to guard againft 
the influence of his mother, and the fnares 
of the minifters : each promifing what he 
requeued, he joined their hands in token of 
mutual friendfhip and alliance. Soon after 
this he expired. The firft a£ts of the young 
Paifhwa, after the death of his brother, had 
the appearance of a determination to perform 
his promife. It was agreed that Ragobah 
lhould be naib, or deputy, and carry on the 
adminiftration of government in the name of 
Naron. In purfuauce of this, when the Raja 
inverted him with the fir paw of Paifhwa, 
he conferred the naibfhip on Ragobah. Thus 
things wore the face of harmony ; but the 
different interefts of the perions compofing 
the cabinet, and the reftlefs fpirit of Gopi-> 
caboy *, who retained all her influence, foon 
deftroyed it. The deceafed Paifhwa had 

* The mother pf Naron and widow of Naoah. 

placed 
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placed great confidence in the Duan, Sac- 
caram Bapoo, and recommended him to that 
of his fucceflor. But a young man named 
Nan ah Furneze, who had attached himfelf to 
Gopicaboy, and whofe age and difpolltions 
nearly approached Naron’s, infinuated him- 
felf in his favour, and formed the dcfign of 
making it ferve his ambition. His wealth, 
family intereft, and connexions wefe confi- 
derable enough to create a ftrong party, which, 
with the addition of Gopicaboy, became an 
overmatch for Saccaram : but Ragobah was 
an unfurmountable check to their defigns, 
and therefore it was abfolutely determined to 
remove him from the perfon of Naron, and 
deprive him of his office. The fame means 
which had effected this with Madharow were 
repeated ; and a particular incident gave them 
a. handle for their infinuations. 

Whether the weaknefs and debauchery of 
Naron had difgufted Ragobah, or whether he 
was fwayed by other motives, he, lome time 
after the death of his nephew, had adopted 
a youth named Furrat Row, who was nearly 
related to Moodagee Bouncelo, one of the 
moft powerful and confiderable of the Ma- 
haratta chiefs. This adoption, and the con- 
nexion 
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nexion eonfequent to it, were by Gopicaboy 
afed as ftrong arguments that Ragobah de- 
figned to eftablifh himfelf in the office of 
Paifhwa, to the prejudice of Naron. She 
reprefented that he had adled contrary to the 
cuftom.of the country, which approved not 
adoptions where there were nephews ; that 
by this the fucceffion to his wealth was taken 
from his family ; and perhaps the high of- 
fice of Paifhwa might be fb : that the con- 
nexion with fo powerful a chief as Bouncelo 
could haw no other view but eftablifhing 
Such an intereft as might overbalance the 
Paifhwa’s power. By thefe infinuations, and 
the flattery of Nanah and his young com- 
panions, the dying requeft of the late Paifh- 
wa, and promife in confequence, were obli- 
terated, and Ragobah was once more a pri- 
soner; and, on the nth of April 1773, 
clofely confined, and deprived of the accefs 
of his friends. 

Naron, thus freed from the controul of 
his uncle, gave a full range to his folly ; his 
debauchery, pride, and arrogance knew no 
bounds. The confidence was given totally 
to Nanah and his adherents, and Saccaram 
the Puan not only was negleded, hut in- 
sulted, 
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fulted, and even defigns entertained of de- 
priving him of the duanfhip. This Go- 
picaboy was labouring to effeft, and her 
principles were fo known, that it was not 
doubted but his life, if it feemed neceflary, 
would be quickly facrificed to her third: of 
power and revenge. The appreheniions riling 
from this knowledge were loon encreafed to 
certainty. By the means of Bouncelo, Sac- 
car am received notice that a plot was formed 
to aflaffinate him and Ragobah; this, in a 
mind already inflamed, funk deep, and was 
followed by a refolution to fecure his own 
fafety by any means. The moft obvious was 
the death of Naron ; this was inffantly re- 
lblved : but it was necefiary to go further : 
ieizing the power into his hands and that of 
his friends was the moft defirable, but whilft 
the office cf Paifhwa exifted, or Ragobah 
lived, this was not eafy. The extinguifh- 
ment of the office might reftore the Raja, 
and deprive them and their caft. The death 
of Ragobah would open the eyes of all, and 
reprefent their a£l, not as a meafure of fafety 
and public utility, but inordinate ambition. 
On the other hand, Ragobah, if releaied, 
might look on them as his friends, and pre- 
serve to them their wealth and power : this 
' , determined 
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determined them to releale and reinflate Rago- 
bah. This lcheme was laid, and carried 
into execution by the art of Saccaram, who 
prevailed on Mahomet Efoof and Summer 
Sing to procure two Subadars to undertake 
the death of Naron : on the 1 8th of Auguft 
1773, they led their party, which confifted 
of five hundred men, to the Durbar, under 
pretence of being multered ; the gates were 
forced, and the guards put to the fword. 
Naron, rouzed by the tumult, faw the full- 
nefs of his danger, and at the fame time the 
impoffibility of efcaping. The prifon, where 
Ragobah was confined, leemed the only re- 
fuge, thither he fled, and throwing himfelf 
at his uncle’s feet, begged his protection ; and 
alluring him nothing more than imprifon- 
mcnt had ever been defigned againft him, 
bel'ought him to affume the government, 
and only lave his life. Before any thing 
could be anfwered, the party broke in, and 
found him in that pofture. Ragobah had 
time only to take him in his arms, which 
ad would have laved him ; but a Have, whom 
Naron had lately cauled to be feverely whip- 
ped, and who had led the party to this apart- 
tment, urged them on ; their weapons were, 
inftantly directed to the perfon of Ragobah,' 
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\vho, to fave himfelf, was obliged to aban- 
don the wretched youth to their 1 words* 

Thus did a moment determine the fate 
of thefe two princes. The one, who lan- 
guiffied in prifon when he expe&ed death, 
was raifed to liberty and command : and the 
other, in the height of l'ecurity, fell a vi&im 
to his arrogance* * 

Ragobah was inftantly brought out of his 
confinement by Saccaram, and by him and 
the other minifters faluted Paifhwa. His ad- 
opted fon was fent to Sattarah to obtain the 
inveftiture of the office, with which he im- 
mediately returned, and Ragobah entered, in 
all appearance, peaceably upon the execution 
of it. 

The confpiracy againft Naron had been 
kept fecret to the moment of its execution : 
and as no life was fought but his, Nanah Fur- 
neze, and his adherents, had time to fave 
themfelves by flight. Ragobah recalled them, 
and, having given them aflurances, they re- 
amed the exercife of their offices ; Ragobah 
yas acknowledged by them, and all the in- 

D fcrior 
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ferior offices throughout the Maharatta flate, 
and every thing feemed peace. 

Mr. Moflyn, the refident of the Englifh 
Company at Poonah, made him the ufual 
prefents, accompanied with a proffer of our 
friendfhip, which was accepted, and mutual 
engagements were entered into to maintain 
the alliance made with his anceflor Badjerow. 

But, though every thing at Poonah wore 
the appearance of peace and acquiefcence un- 
der this eflablifhment, diflatisfaflion and fear 
lurked in the Durbar, and in a fhort time 
broke out to the difturbance of the flate, and 
ruin of the Paifhwa. 

The mifchiefs which had fprung forth 
during the firfl imprifonment of Ragobah, 
ay ere but kept under in the fhort adminiflra- 
tion of Madharow, and revived with more 
force than ever in that of Naron. Hence Ra- 
gobah, at his acceflion, found an exhaufled 
treafury, a ceifation of the payment of tri- 
bute by the neighbouring prince?, and the 
principal offices held by perfbns attached to 
one or other of the parties which divided the 
Durbar. Both united in their fentiments a^ 

to 
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to him. Even Saccaram and his party were 
determined, if poflible, to keep him in fuch 
a date, that he (hould be dependent 011 
them, or at leaft not of ftrength fufficient to 
enable him to call them to an account for 
peculation and iniquitous wafte of the pub- 
lic treafure. For their freeing him from im- 
prifonment, and inftalling him in the Paifh- 
waffiip, was not owing to any affeftion for 
him or his family, but lolely to the neceffity 
of (hewing fomething of a regard to the pub- 
lic, which might cloak their interefted views. 
Ragobah knew this well: he had already 
felt the effedts of their cabals ; but as he was 
how not under the power of any fuperior, 
he did not fear influence ; he therefore took 
the (horteft method of mending his affairs 
and recruiting his treafury, by requiring the 
payment of arrears of tribute from the princes 
of Indoftjin, at the fame time managing the 
revenues of the ftate by his own officers, 
without a duan or treafurer : to bring the 
former meafure to pafs, he applied to Mo- 
dagee Bouncelo, that fome of the force under 
him jfhould join the fmall body he had on 
#>ot, and at the head of thefe he marched 
againft the Nizam of the Decan, to bring 
pi im to pay the arrear due by him, and en- 
D 2 camped 
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camped in his territory. Though he knew 
the difpofition of both parties againft him, 
and from the nature of man muft have con- 
cluded that Saccaram’s difappointment, in 
not being Duan, muft have made him a bitter 
enemy, he left Poonah, without proper pre- 
cautions, accompanied by fome of thofe very 
perlons who dreaded his power, and feared, 
when thoroughly eftablifhed, it would be 
turned againft them. The confequence had 
nearly proved fatal to him : part of* thefe re- 
tired from his camp, when in fight of the 
Nizam’s army, and the other concerted rtiea- 
fures to deliver him up to his enemy. They 
fucceeded fo well that in November 1 773, 
when the Nizam’s forces encountered him, 
having been, in the beginning of the a&ion, 
furprized in his tent, to which the Nizam’s 
troops had been differed to pafs, he narrowly 
efcaped after receiving fome wounds ; a total 
defeat of his army followed. But as the na- 
ture of thofe troops prompts them foon to 
fly, fb.it laves many, who immediately again 
appear in arms ; Ragobah was therefore foon 
again at the head of an army, which, by 
Modagee joining him, amounted to 60,00-0 
horfe; on the other hand, Shabajee, brother 
to Modagee, who difputed with him th| 

Rajafhip\ 
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Jlajalhip of Berar, joined the Nizam with a 
force of 40,000. Ragobah having taken the 
fort of Muldroog advanced to Badar. The 
armies lay feveral days in fight of each other; 
frequent Ikirmilhes enfued : both parties fuf- 
fered great inconvenience : Ragobah, from 
want of money, and the diftruft of thole who 
remained at Poonah ; the Nizam from the great 
expence and the uneafinefs on feeing two Ma- 
^haratta armies in his territories : they were 
therefore eafily brought to treat on the 9th of 
December 1773, and a peace was concluded, 
Ruckna al Dowla, the Nizam’s vizir, promii- 
ing on his behalf to pay twenty-five lacks of 
roupies *, and to cede lome fortrefles agreed 
on. This treaty was followed by an interview 
between thole princes, in which the Nizam 
having convinced Ragobah of his inability to 
pay the fum ftipulated ; he, who wanted to 
lecure the affiftance of fo powerful an ally, 
and expefted much larger treafures from the 
Carnatic, and the country of Hyder Ally, 
changed the terms of their treaty, and re- 
linquilhed the demand of the money, on 
Nizam’s undertaking to furnilh a certain 
number of troops whenever he Ihould demand 
tmem, 

1 

* About 250,000 1 . at 2s. the roupie. 
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Having finifhed thefe affairs, he directed 
his march towards the country of Hyder, 
demanding the arrears of Chout, at the fame 
time writing to Mahomet Aly Cawn nabob 
of the Carnatic, requiring his aftiftance. 
Having advanced as far as Cutberge, thirty 
cofs * weft of Bedah, he was there met by 
Hyder’S' vaqueel, who immediately entered 
into treaty: Hyder paid down twenty-five 
lacks of roupies, and in return obtained the; 
pofleflion of the diftridts of Mudgwanny, 
Hanfcotah, and Chunda Groog. 

Ragpbah then turned his thoughts to the 
invafion of the Carnatic, to demand arrears 
of Chout from Mahomet Aly; his army by 
his fuccefs had increafed, and the hopes of 
fhe plunder, which is ever the fruit of thole 
expeditions, had drawn to him a great num- 
ber of horfemen. This boded deftru&ion tq 
that whole country, not only from the ra- 
vages of his troops, but an invafion by Hy- 
der, who would not have failed to take ad- 
vantage of thole circumftances. Fortunately 
for Mahomet Aly the attention of Ragofeeh 
was called off by the effects of the cabals at 
Poonah, to which his ablence had furnilmd 
an occafion. The party which had lo fuc 

* A cofs is nearly two miles. 
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denly changed the fortune of Ragobah, foon 
found that their hopes of his fuffering them 
to acquire an inereale of riches and power 
were vain. They remembered the fieadi- 
liefs of his adminift ration when regent, his 
determination to reftore the power of his of* 
fice, and prevent the mifchiefs which had 
given them fuch influence and wealth ; they 
now faw the firfl: fteps of the fame plan, and 
with the more likelihood of fuccefs to him 
and ruin to them ; as he was not governing 
for 'another, but in his own right, all parties 
were equally interefted to prevent the growth 
of this fyftem. The principal among them, 
Saccaram Bappoo, Nanah Furneze, Hurry 
Peut Furkia, Anunt Seva Gi, and another, 
united in a league, which they called The 
Five Friends: as the hazard was great, fo 
the ftroke was bold ; they determined to de- 
prive him once more of the Pailhwaihip and 
liberty, and feize the government. This 
fcheme was thus brought about : Naron had 
left a widow called Gungaboy ; it was given 
out that the was with child, and the 30th 
pf January 1774, flie was feized by them, 
together with another lady, wife of Suda- 
boy, a chief of the Paifhwa race, who pre- 
tended to the regency, and whom they kept 

D 4 
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in confinement, and carried to the fort of 
Porounder, where five bramin women then 
•yvitli child accompanied her ; thus they ob- 
tained a great probability that a male child 
fhould be born in that fortrefs ; till his pro- 
duction the government was to be carried on 
in the name of Gungaboy, they affirming no 
higher title than that of minifters. Every 
perfon In the intcreft* of Ragobah was put 
under a guard ; and the Friends immediately 
levied troops to fupport this ufurpation. 

But notwithftanding all their precautions 
Ragobah was informed of their proceedings, 
before their advices could reach the confe- 
derates they had in his army, and through 
whom they expcCted to fiize his perfon : he 
faw his danger in the ft ion ge ft light ; many 
of thole who furrounded him he knew to be 
of the bramin faction, and united with the 
minifters, and he judged that the tale of the 
pregnancy of Naron’s widow would feduce 
many more. Ilis firft care was to fccure his 
perfon ; he dilbanded his army, and retired 
to Gutty, a fort poflefled by Mora-row Go- 
parah, a. Maharatta chief, who had great 
power and influence in that country, an«? 
commanded a conliderable body of troops. 

Fortunately 
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Fortunately he declared himfelf his friend, 
and not only afforded him a retreat where his 
perfon was fecure, but promifed him affift- 
ance to reduce this rebellion. An impolitic 
ftep of the Five proved at the fame time fa- 
vorable to him. They too foon fhewed the 
reality of their views by calling on all the 
chiefs to difcharge the arrears they owed ; 
this provoked many, and drove them* to Ra- 
gobah, who by thefe means faw himfelf once 
^nore at the head of an army; that raifed 
by the Five, commanded by Trimbuck Row, 
a chief of great reputation, was now marching 
againft him ; by the acceflion of Shabagee’s 
force it had increafed to 60,000 men ; Sin- 
dia, Holcar, and the Nizam joined in the 
league with the minifters ; ruin now feemed 
inevitable ; neverthelefs, as he had now an 
army in which he confided, through his opi- 
nion of Mora-row who fupported him, he 
marched from Dalari on the fouth fide of the 
Khriftna, and crofting that river advanced 
towards his enemies. A body of troops 
from the Nizam had joined them, fo that in 
all refpefts they were fuperior to him. This 
*fnlpired them with a confidence of which he 
/took the advantage : on the 24th of March 
he halted at Merits, a place within four cols 
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of them ; in the entrance of the night he placed 
& ftrong party in ambufh, and then decamped 
with all the remainder of his army, leaving 
his tents (landing, and all his heavy artillery 
this apparent flight foon reached the ears of 
Trimbuck, who led the van of the enemy ; 
he, flulhed with the hopes of a victory (o 
eafily gained, haftily marched in purfuit, with- 
out waiting for the Nizam and Shabegee who 
were in the rear : he met no oppolition till, 
he had pafled the ambufh ; but then, to hTs 
great furprize, fawRagobah marching fwiftly 
to attack him in front; at the lame time the 
corps in ambufcade fell upon his rear. Trim- 
buck endeavoured by valour to repair the 
mifchief brought on him by his ralhnefs ; 
but it was in vain : his army was totally de- 
feated, he himfelf wounded, and taken pri- 
loner. Ragobah now advanced toward Poo-, 
nah. Holcar and Sindia, who had not lent 
their quota of troops, though required by 
the minifters, fcemed to Rand neuter. 

The confternation at Poonah was now 
great ; ftrongly imprefled with the terror of 
the return of Ragobah at the head of a vic^ 
torious army, it was once propofed, as thV 
only means of fafety, to releale the Rajah i 

and 



» 


OF BOMBAY. 

and reftore the antient form of government, 
by which proceeding they reckoned to fecure 
jthe adherence of moft of the Maharatta chiefs. 
But this was a meafure too Replete of danger 
to themfelves ; they mu ft have been called 
to account for all the ufurpations of their 
caft, which from that hour would be de- 
prefled ; lofs of wealth, perhaps of life, might 
probably follow. A few moments reflexion 
induced them to adopt a lefs dangerous plan, 
which the birth of a child in Porounder, of- 
fered them an opportunity of executing. On 
the 28th of Aprii 1774 a male child pro- 
duced, as bom of Gungaboy, was called by 
the name of Madoo Row Narrain, and ac- 
knowledged as Pailhwa, 

Although this contrivance was moft grofs, 
and attended with every circumftance of 
fraud, the firft report of pregnancy arifing fo 
confiderable a time after the death of Naron, 
the leiznre of the widow, the ftrift care that 
none but their own confidential dependents 
Should have accefs to her, a fence being 
jere&ed round the fort for that purpofe, but 
above all the caufing her to be accompanied 
by five women with child, inlomuch that it 
yy'as, jjt the time of her confinement, pub- 
licly 
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licly called an artifice, and treated as fuch 
by the Nizam in his propofals for a pacifi- 
cation ; yet, fuch as it was, from its nature 
it kept many in fufpenfe, and enabled the 
contrivers not only to fereen themielves, but 
maintain their power. The doubt that a 
ion of Naron’s might exift, detached the 
friends of the family from the intereft of 
Ragobah, and the hopes of becoming confi- 
derable in the adminiftration of perfons who_ 
mu ft embrace every refource that offered, and' 
highly reward thofe whofe fervices ‘they 
needed, induced many, otheiAvife indifferent, 
to efpoufe this caufe. Ragobah was now 
within four cofs of Poonah, when, on the 
13th of April 1774, letters from the Five 
Friends to Holcar and Sindia were inter- 
cepted by him. The matter and ftyle of 
them was fuch as led him to conclude that 
a correfpondence was eftablifhed between 
them, and that fome bargain tending to- his; 
deftru&ion was either fchemed or actually 
begun. The infidelity naturally to be fu- 
fpetted from Indian chiefs fo feized his ima- 
gination, that he gave himfelf no time tc^ 
examine whether thefe letters might not be 
ap artifice of the fa&ion, and were not pur- 
poftly thrown into his hand : he therefore 

inftantly 
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fnftantly determined to leave a place which 
'teemed with fuch danger, and have recourfe 
(Itt. the friendship of others. He immediately- 
retreated with a body of a thoufand horfe, 
with which, on the 27 th of May, he crofled 
the Nerbudda, and feemingly directed his 
march towards Dehli, to which place his re- 
maining friends imagined he would go ; but 
vdaen he reached Indoor, he turned fhojt, and 
joined Govind Row, who was then at the 
. head, of a conliderable army actually carrying 
on the liege of Broderah. Govind promifed 
to efpoufe his’ caufe, and if their forces had 
been joined, they Would have found them- 
felves at the head of 40,000 men. 

If the letters thus intercepted were a de- 
vice, it fucceeded even beyond the expe&ation 
of his enemies. Holcar and Sindia, if be- 
come adverfe to him, had thereby a colour 
for joining the cabal, and his flight making 
his affairs feem delperate, they faw the fairelt 
opportunity of completing their defection. 
Accordingly a treaty was entered into be- 
. tween them and the Five Friends, who 
fohnd it neceflary to eftablilh their lyftem 
op a balis more extended ; and to intereft 
the Rayput chiefs in their caufe, which, when 
* fupported 
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fupported by the joint filtered: of the bra-' 
mins and warriors, would become immove- 
able. Holcar and Sindia, and five othe^ 
Maharatta chiefs* were therefore aflociated^ 
and the whole called by the name of The! 
Twelve Friends. The infant Narrain was by 
them acknowleged Pailhwa, and the firpaw 
procured for him from the Raja. The prin- 
cipal article of agreement among the Twelve 
was, the total and perpetual exclufion of R«i- 
gobah from the government. 

0 

The remains of TrimbuckVarmy had been 
ie-aflembled under anothet general named 
Hurry Furkia, who joined the Nizam and 
Shabagee : they followed Ragobah in his re- 
treat. Ragobah’s officers prefled him to at- 
tempt an engagement with them, hoping by 
a decifive ftroke to end a fervice for which* 
in his circumftances, he was not able to pay 
them, for his treafures were exhaufted. This 
ardour made him fufpe£t their fidelity : on 
the other hand, the Nizam and Shabagee, 
though they did not feparate from Furkia, 
invented delays, their intention being not to 
put an end to the war, but harrafs Ragobafi^ 
and draw money from the minifters. Thjs 
afforded him time to make his retreat with- 
out 
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Gut lofs, ; and to deliberate upon his fu- 
•ture proceedings. He did not chufe to ven- 
ture a battle, but directed his views to Bram- 
Ipour^ hoping that when there he might be 
able to raife money ; and that if Sindia and 
Holcar were well inclined to him, which 
he flattered htmfelf might be, as the latter 
had received him in his retreat, and that 
both had quarrelled with the miniftersj they 
wduld have it in their power eafily to join 
tiim ; his project was then to return into 
Berar, till the enfuing rains fliould oblige the 
Nizam to qurt’the field. And if he was not 
joined, but forfakc»,-tp go to Sujah ul Dowla, 
the Nabob of Owde, under whom his bro- 
ther ferved in a confiderable command. 

Union could not long fubfift among his 
enemies ; each claimed a fuperiority over the 
others. Some endeavoured to get Raja R am, 
whom they kept confined at Sattarah, and 
who had no children, to adopt a fucceflor, 
whom they would have recommended ; but 
this he refilled. 

* <; This unlettled Rate of affairs at Poonah 
hot only gave Ragobah time, to breathe, but 
opened the eyes of many who were originally 

well 
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well inclined to him, and encouraged fbncief 
to affift him with their force. He was now atf 
Indoor, where Holcar and Sindia lent hinr 
confiderable bodies of men. Govind Row^ 
was his declared friend ; fo that he was once 
more at the head of a numerous army. Hurry 
Furkia having left a confiderable detachment 
near Poonah, marched with the remainder 
towards Aurengabad. Shabagee retired to- 
wards Berar; the Nizam in dilgufl: with- 
drew, and remained till the rains were over 
at Dowletabad, which was to be delivered to 
him. 

On the 27th of June, Saccaram, Nana, 
and Gungaboy, in the dead of night, flew 
'precipitately from Sharpoor, where they were 
to have refided during the rains, to Poroun- 
der : they pretended they had then found the 
truth of a treachery which they had long 
lulpedted, that Morabah Batchiabah Bob- 
bagee Naig, whofe fon had married Rago- 
bah’s daughter, were to have feizcd them : 
that Batchiabah was to have executed this 
fcheme. Being difcovered, he retired towards 
Jezeray: Morabah who, through his great ‘ 
intereft among the people, thought himfelf 
fecure, remained at Poonah j the others went 

to 
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to Baramooby . During thefe troubles My tier > 
Bugatta Jung, and Morarow Gopperah re* 
frhx&id the countries, on their fide of the Car- 
natic, alid laid liege to and took leyeral forts 
belonging to the Mahrattas. 

Before thefe laft events, however great 
the appearance of l'uccefs, Ragobah thought 
iX prudent to ftrengthen himlelf by 5n alli- 
ance with the Englilh. In the month of 
Auguft preceding, he, through his Vaqueei 
at Bqmbay, J^ad made overtures for that pur- 
pol'e: the request on his fide was a body of 
troops ; but the advantages he offered in re- 
compence did not come up to what the in- 
terefts of the Company and the repeated or- 
ders of the Directors obliged the council to 
require. The acquilition of Salcet and Bal- 
fein were the firft, almoft the foie object ; 
the ceflion of either of thefe was what he 
could not then think of. The importance 
and revenue were great ; the evident policy 
of that Hate was to reft rain within very nar- 
row limits every power in the weftern part 
of their dominions. The Englilh from their 
ftrength and refources were of all others the 
rhoft dangerous neighbours; and the bra- 
mins, by the honour of their family, were 

E bound 
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bound to prelerve the poffeflion of thefe terri- 
tories; they made part of the particular 
demeine of the Paifhwas. The great 
nagee Oppah had conquered them from the 
Portugueze, and it was the only exiiting 
conqueft made by the natives of Indoftan 
upon Europeans. Thefe reafons, and the 
flourilhing Hate of his affairs, induced him 
to rejedt the conditions propoied by the Bom- 
bay council, the principal whereof were the 
ceffion of thefe two valuable pofleflions. 
They waited till time in its revolution (hould 
offer the wifhed-for opp ortunity : it was 
now come. The infidelity of fome, the 
incon (fancy of others, and the continual 
dread of a reverie of fortune, turned his 
thoughts towards the Englilh, whom he now 
looked on as the only allies who would and 
could effectually alii ft him ; he therefore 
now made a l'econd application to the coun- 
cil of Bombay, which, as he' was in greater 
want of their afliftance, contained offers af- 
fording a profpedt of attaining the long 
wifhed-for poflellion of Salcet. To judge 
properly of this tranfadtion it is neceflary^ 
to confider the fituation, circumftances, con- , 
nexions, and view's of the princes who In- 
habited that part of Indoflau. It hath been 

already 
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already mentioned that the Mahratta nation 
confifts of mai^y tribes governed by Rajas, 
a'cfetfcvdledging the fovereignty of the chict 
Raja, who' refides at Sattarah, and paying a 
rent to him ; in other refpeCts they are like the 
ancient feudatories in Europe, independent ; 
each governing his own fubjeCts, being at 
the head of armies, and doing thcmfelvcs 
kfffice upon any wrongs offered by their 
neighbours, but bound to a certain lervice 
when called on by the chief Raja, and fur- 
ni filing a ntwnber of troops both to defend 
him againft enerL-i or to afliff: him in ex- 
peditions into the neighbouring provinces. 
Each of thefe princes actually maintains a 
conliderable body of men, according to his 
means ; thefe armies do not conlift merely 
of real Mahrattas, but alio of fuch adventu- 
rers as being dcftitute of pofleffions leek by 
foldiery to better their fortunes. If a man 
can purchal'e a horfe fit for military fervice, 
he offers himlelf to lome of the powers, 
whether Mahometan or Hindoo : thus their 
armies are loon formed. From the nature of 
• fuch circumftances their chiefs are lcldom 
united ; each purlues the line which fiaits his 
iriterefts, policy, or often paflion or prejudice: 
their unions and feparations are fudden and 
unexpe&ed. 

E 2 


The 
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The moft confiderable of thefe chiefs, as 
well from the extent of his territory, as the 
number of his troops, was the BouiiceioT* 
The Raja was then an infant, adbpted for a 
fon by the laft Raja Jonnagee ; he was his 
nephew, the foil of his younger brother 
Moodagee, who, as father of this minor, 
claimed the regency ; but he had a brother 
named Shabagee, who being elder than h^ 
in that right claimed it alfo. Ragobah had* 
efpoufcd the caufe of Moodagee, and had be- 
fides by his adoption of FurruteRas ftrongly 
attached him to his iiiierdt; the Five of 
courl'e efpoufed the caufe of Shabagee. The 
embarraffment of the affairs of, thefe princes 
obliged them to remain neuter. The terri- 
tory of this Raja extends from Orixa to Gu- 
zurat. 

TheGuycawars poflefs the whole Guzurat, 
and the country as far as Danaum. It was 
won from the Mogul by Pillagee, the grand- 
father of the prefent Raja; he held it for fome 
time in independency, but Domulgee his foil 
was by Nanah compelled to yield lome places— 
in it, to pay a rent, and bind himfelf to fur- 
nifh a certain quantity of troops wh£n 
wanted. The revenues of their pofleffions 

amount 
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amount to eighty lacks of rupees, and their 
army, to near 30,000 horfe. Inteftine divi- 
fiwttvr^igned in the family during the admi- 
niftration^f Madoorow. Futty Sing had 
through his bribes to the governing bramins 
obtained the government ; on the acccfiion 
of Ragobah he was by him deprived of it in 
favour of his brother Govindrow ; this pro- 
duced a war, which had lo far turned out 
to the advantage of Govindrow, that Futty 
Sing was driven into Broderah, where he 


was 



Holcar and Sindiri had confiderable power; 
they had for a long time with-held the pay- 
ment of their rent, and their view was to 
profit by the diforders that reigned among the 
bramins; conlequently, though they had join- 
ed with the Five, and even become members 
of the confederacy, they had not continued 
that union, they found it to their advantage 
to adt otherwife; policy requiring that Ra- 
gobah fhould not be totally deftroyed. 


Morarow Goparah poflefled the fort of 
Gutti, a ftrong place, and alfo a very con- 
fiderable diftrift which bordered on the coun- 
try of the Nizam. He had age and experi- 

E 3 ence 
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ence, and fought principally the prefervation 
and quiet pofleflion of his jaghire, wilhing 
to fide with neither party, and watchi^-thvT’ 
opportunity of making an advantage of the 
broils of his neighbours* 

The real as well as apparent intereft of 
the Nizam was, that thej difl'entions at Poo- 
nah lhfiuld not ceale. He had already ob- 
tained advantages from Ragobah, by the eel'-'‘ 
lion of fome diftri&s, and had alio received 
confiderable fums from the Fiv£*Friends. 

• -- ^ 

The interefts of Hyder were the fame ; 
he was bufied in reducing the forts yielded to 
him by Ragobah, and feemed rather inclined 
to favour his caufe ; but the probability was 
that he would alii ft neither party ; yet his 
attention to feizeany advantage which might 
offer, made him much to be dreaded. He 
had lately ft lengthened himfelf by an al- 
liance with the Dutch, concluded with their 
ambafiTadors, Samuel Conftantine and Charles 
Robert ; the firft article of which was a 
mutual engagement to affift each other againft 
any power with whom each (hould be at 
war ; the force to be furnifhed by each iA 
cafe of requifition was fettled, as was the 

- P a y 
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pay they were to receive ; the governor of 
Batavia was to furnifh this force. 

By 'the eighth article Hytler required, 
that fhould Mahomet Ally, or the Englilh, 
wage war againft him, the Dutch fhould 
aflift him with all the force they had in 
India ; and if they deiired to recover their 
pountry in Tanjore, he would aflift them 
^with all his force ; the Dutch were to have 
the preference in his dominions for fandal- 
wood, pepper, cardamoms, and rice, for 
which they fogre to give iron and brafs can- 
non, and all miiit;;?y--ftores. 

The Company was at peace on every fide : 
the war with the Rohillas concluded to their 
advantage ; the fcttlement in Bengal in a 
flourifhing condition ; an army well difei- 
plined, a treafury every day increafing, and 
the former errors of government and mil ma- 
nagement of individuals aimoft obliterated. 

Ragobah was now at the head of 40,000 
horfe ; and fuch were the circumftances of 
the country round, when he applied for the 
1 affiftance of the Englilh, and in recompence 
offered .the pofleffion of Salcet, Bafl'cin, and 

E 4 its 
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its territory, with the fhare of the revenues 
of Surat that belonged to the Mahratta flate. 

Such terms were what the Bonjcay coun- 
cil looked for ; the attainment of them ful- 
filled the views of the Directors, and there- 
fore they without hefitation accepted them. 
It was to be feared that, if refufed, Ragobah 
would have had recourie to the Portugueze^ 
who would have gladly accepted even lefs. 
They had then lately been put upon a re- 
fpedable footing by the increafe ctf . , the'n mi- 
litary eflablifhment, and a great reformation 
in their government, * aiTcl might have been 
of great lervice to his caufe. On the other 
hand the tranquillity of the Eaft of India was 
fecured ; though gratitude fhould fail, intereft 
rauft bind Ragobah, the maintenance of his 
pofleilion depended on the continuation of the 
alii (lance through which it fhould have been 
obtained : the total exclulion of the rivals of 
their trade in the dominions of this people ; 
the accomplishment of fuch great ends, 
with honour, with jullice, without blood- 
flied, with the profpe£t of fecuring a peace 
through India, thp execution of the repeated 
orders from England, the crifis, the only' 
moment perhaps never to return, fhould they 

even 



OF BOMBAY. 


73 

even hefitate; thefe were apparent. The 
Portugueze were watching the moment fa- 
vounhle to their repofleflion of thofe places. 
Their beieg conquered from them by Chim- 
nagee Oppah in 1 739, was not only a mor- 
tal blow to their trade and power, but a ftain 
to their honour, and therefore the acquifition 
of them, whether by treaty or force, the 
cpnftant object in view : if, upon tht? Bom- 
bay council’s refufing or endeavouring to de- 
lay, Ragobah had applied to them, or if the 
diftra 61 ioa &- afj:he Mahratta ftate continuing, 
the fo much wished- for occation prefented it- 
felf, they mull, have *feized it, and a colour 
of juftice would not have been wanting, lince 
thefe dominions had been wrefted from them 
fo lately. This colour of juftice the coun- 
cil of Bombay had not, nor could they, if 
once thefe pofleftions were relumed, grant 
aid to any Indian power to wreft them from 
the pofl'eflors *. Should the Portugueze 
negleft fuch an opportunity, and peace be re- 

ftored 

f The reforms then lately made in the management of 
the affairs of that nation had rendered them a much more 
refpeftable power than they had been j their marine was 
increafcd, both in number and the fizcof their fhips ; the 
Inquifition was abolilhed, and liberty of confcience given 
jo all that fettled at Goa or in its dependencies : the qfelefs 

riches 
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ftored to the Mahratta empire without the 
interference of the EnglifK, either by the 
deftrudtion of Ragobah or that of his—ene-" 
mies, not only thefe pofleflions wertold not be 
ceded to them, but the colJeftion of Chout 
would be renewed through all India. All 
parties are ready for an union on the pro- 
pofal of thefe expeditions : probably the pro- 
vince of Bengal, molt undoubtedly the Car- 
natic, would have felt this. ^ 


The treaty concluded, fuch,t«eq)S as could 
then be l'pared were embafked for Surat, 
whence, as circumftances fliould permit, 
they were ordered to join the army of Ra- 


gobah. 


Thefe were 2500 men under the 


command of Colonel Keating. The plan 
was to aflift in the redudtion of Broderah, 


then befieged by Govindrow ; and, after hav- 


riches of the churches were declared to belong to the 
king, and were applied to public ufes : the adminiftration 
of juftice was put on a firm footing, and carried oh by 
perfond fent from Lifbon, unconnected with the inhabitants 
of Goa ; the ranks of the clergy and military fettled ; and 
that every thing might look to the encouragement of this 
fervice, the denominations of that rank were taken from* 
military names : thus a bifhop had the rank of a brigadier 
general. The force aftually in Goa confifted of fpur regi- 
ments of infantry, amounting to 2240 men ; one of ma- 
rines, Boo ; three of natives, 2000 ; and 6000 fepoys. 

iwg 
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ing put him in pofleflion of that important 
place, and thereby fecured a friendly coun- 
try in -the rear, to march direCt ly to PoonaK. 

'i 

This treaty, or the preparations in confe- 
quence, could not be carried on with that 
fecrecy neceflary to fecure the effects of them. 
Hurry Punt Furkia, one of the confederates, 
who commanded their army, was apprized of 
^Ragobah’s application, and determined to at- 
tack him whilft the fuperiority was on their 
lide : .-hff^herefore, without lofs of time, 
directed his match to Broderah. Th^obliged 
Ragobah to raife the fiege, and retreat to the 
Mahi, a river near Cambay. Futty Sing 
joined the confederate army ; and, knowing 
the country, led them 10 expeditioufly, that 
eroding the Mahi, they came unexpectedly 
upon the center of the army of Ragobah. 
An aCtion enfued, in which Ragobah for 
fome time defended himfelf well, till, by 
a party of Arabs who had engaged in the 
fervice of Govindrow, refufing to charge, 
he thought himfelf betrayed, and quitting 
^the field, retired with one thoufand horfe to 
Cambay. His general Phaukrea, with the 
heft of his troops, retreated to the fort of 
Cop'perwange, about one hundred and fifty 

cofs 
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cofs from Cambay, where Govindrow and 
Condah Row joined him. From Cambay* 
Ragobah proceeded to Surat, where th£. force 
lent from Bombay-found him ; heredle ratified 
the treaty. His general gave him notice of 
his retreat to Copperwange, with his allies ; 
of their fafety and numbers, and of the pol- 
fibility of effecting a junction with the Eng- 
liiTi fofce Should they advance to Cambay. 
Upon this it was determined our army lhould\ 
proceed there, the tranfport by lea was eafy 
and Secure ; on the 1 8th of M^rr.^tfcjey ar- 
rived, d proceeded to join the army of Ra- 
gobah. Tire confederate army lay between 
them ; yet, by a motion happily concerted 
between the commanders, the Englifh got 
pofleffion of a fecure poft beyond the confe- 
derates, and a junction was formed on the 
1 9th of April 1775. The whole of the army 
thus combined amounted to 37,500; of 
which 2500 were Englifh troops. 

Fortune, or rather the ill-timed rapacity 
of the confederates, once more favoured Ra- 
gobah. Deeming his ruin compleated by # 
the laft defeat, they haftened to fill their trea- 
sury, Orders were fent to Hurry PuntFuf- 
kia, their general, to feize Modagee Sindia* 
the jaghedar of Uguir, and fend him to Poo- 

nah 
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nah to fettle his accounts ; he had intelli- 
gence of this, and knowing the confluences 
of fuch an imprifonment, he determined not 
to venture .it, and fuddenly left the confe- 
derate army with 12,000 horfe ; the pre- 
tence was, that troubles had arifen in his 
province, which his prefence was neceflary 
to compofe. Colonel Keating loft no time 
in advancing towards the enemy,* who, 
^though fuperior in numbers, carefully avoided 
an engagement, conftantly retreating as he 
adtfaiT 6 fid*-»wd fometimes fo as might be well 
termed flying.'- Ragobah had fome parti- 
cular reafons to wifh'That our march fhould 
be directed northward, but the defoliation 
and exprefs orders required that the march 
lhould be to Poonah. 

The confederates were fouck with the de- 
fertion of Sindia ; it gave them room to 
fufpedt the fincerity of Holcar, their other 
northern ally ; the Nizam, notwithftanding 
the ceffions made, and fubfidies granted by 
them, lent no troops to their afliftance; 
% their ally Shabagee Bouncelo had been lately 
cut off by his brother Modagee ; feveral 
chiefs, on whofe afliftance they had reckoned, 
now grew cold, and did not join them ; 

probably, 
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probably, if RagObah marched with vidtory 
to Poonah, would follow his ftandard. The 
weight which the afliftance of the ^higlifh 
would throw into the fcale, the extent 
whereof yet was uncertain ; all thefe cir- 
cumftances determined the confederates to 
hazard an engagement ; if they were victo- 
rious it would flop the current, and prepare 
the way for a negotiation with us, which Sac- 
caram Bappo and Nanah Furneze were then'* 
meditating ; if they were defeated, the ruin 
now inevitable was only accekretstWvT hSy 
therefore lent orders to Hurry Furkia to rifk 
an engagement. 

In every war, whether external or civil, 
there are inconveniencies on each lide, which 
fumilh great' advantages to the advertary:, 
experienced perfons know that they are in- 
herent in the nature of human affairs, and 
from that experience conclude they exift : it 
was lo here, Ragobah laboured under the 
want of treafure ; when he was furprized 
and forced to retreat to Cambay, all he could 
carry with him was the value of fix lacks o£. 
roupies in jewels ; the remainder of his va- 
luable effedts, which had not fallen into the 
pofleffion of his enemies, was lectured id the 

fort 
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fort of Dhar, where his family had retired, 
and was not then within his reach. Thefe 
fix lacks were infilled on as a pledge of his 
performing his engagements to the Com- 
pany. The refource of borrowing from the 
Shroffs or money-lenders at Surat could be 
but weak whilft his affairs flood in a preca- 
rious fituation, his own fecurity was not fuf- 
ficient to procure their trull, and it was a 
*flep too bold for the council of Bombay to 
engage the credit of the Company : dais 
well known at Poonah ; and 
that the Indian troops, if not paid regularly, 
or have not l'omeprofped of immediate fatif- 
fa&ion, will not fight, or if they are brought 
to face the foe do it faintly ; and the confe- 
derates hoped fome advantage would arife to 
them from it during an engagement: any 
fortunate turn, the acceffion of fome chiefs, 
would fo change the afped of affairs as to 
make thefe diladvantages vanifh : this was 
another great incitement to their determina- 
tion of hazarding a battle. 

, Ragobah’s wifh was to have penetrated 
northward to Ahmedavad, where he hoped 
to have procured money, which he flood fb 
‘ ferf Ch in need of ; but this fcheme was foon 

found 
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found by Colonel Keating to be replete with. 
Mconveniencies, not only as it delayed the 
principal objeft in view, which was his efla- 
blifhment at Poonah, but from the nature 
of the march itfelf, as moving louthward 
would oblige the enemy to follow, and the 
fopner bring them to an a&ion : he therefore 
infilled on bending their march that way. 
This had its effect ; the miniflerial army fol- 
lowed, and on the 1 8th of May came u)> 
to the rear of the Englilh, as they .were at 
the entrance of a village wh®w^.sk*ifc'Were 
fome, defiles ; their commander having ex- 
pelled this, his troops were very fbon formed 
to receive them well, and though they at- 
tacked with great refblution, they were re- 
pulfed with a very great lofs on their fide, 
and very little on that of the Englifh, till 
unfortunately the firft company of European 
grenadiers, by an ill judged movement to the 
light retreated too precipitately from their 
ground; they were followed by the Madras 
infantry* and thele by fome fepoys ; their 
movement, though too rapid, was regular 
till they reached fome hedges with opening? 
at intervals ; crowding to get through thefe 
occafibned confufion, during which they Were 
charged with fuccefs by a body of ‘itorfc.; 

/ ' They 
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They then fled, nor could they be rallied, 
feven by the commander himfelf ; their flight 
having cleared the ground of them, the 
artillery played with fuch fuccefs on that 
body of horfe, that there remained iiot more 
than ten. This unfortunate motion was 


owing to an order given by the commander 
to feize fome guns of the enemy, which muft 
have been improperly repeated andoill un- 
derftood : many officers were killed on that 
occafion. This was the only lofs on the fide 


(j t fjhe E nglilh * that of the enemy was very 
great, ' tne artillery having deftroyed great 
numbers of men, horfes, and fonle elephants; 


many perilhed in their flight, and every day’s 
news increafed their lofs. Thus the event 


was fortunate to Ragobah, and lo damped 
the fpirit of his enemies, that the confederate 
army never from that time was brought to 
ftand another attack ; they retreated, with- 
out even making ufe of the advantage of 
many defendable ports which the country 
offered. On the 19th of May Colonel 
Keating pafled the Mahi in purfuit of them, 
but could not reach them till the ioth of 


■June, when, at the pafs of Bowapier, they 
ciofled the Nerbedah ; the. Englilh army 


^her^ came up to their rear, which they at- 

F tack«d 
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tacked with fuccefs : many were killed, their 
cannon were loft in the river, and many 
men, horfes, and camels drowned ; they re- 
treated from thence with precipitation, leav- 
ing great quantities of provender and pro- 
vifion that they had not time to deftroy; 
which, with fome horfes and an elephant, fell 
into the purfuers hands : and thus the pro- 
vince of Guzurat was evacuated. To com- 
plete their misfortune, in their retreat, when . 
they came to theTappy, near Golow, it was 
fo fwelled and rapid, that in pa'ffing it tjbey 
loft a thoufand horfe. A little" firnc* before 
this the Mahrattas from Baflein had made 
an attempt on Salcet, where they landed 
with 3500 men, but were repulled with 
great lofs on their fide. 

The monfoons near approach made a fur- 
ther progrefs fouthward dangerous : it was 
neceflary therefore to fufpend that part of the 
operations; but what remained of the fair 
feafon was employed in the reduction of Dub- 
bay, a fortified place fituated between Ba- 
roach and Broderah : this pofleffion pro- 
duced confiderable advantages. Our army- 
could winter there, and the proximity <gf 
Baroach made it eafy a;t the opening of the 

feaifc" 1 -* 
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jCeafoii for fuch reinforcemonts and fupplies 
as might be fent from Bombay to join the 
army ; thence the fiege of Brodera might be 
eafily undertaken. The pofieffion of that 
place was neceflary* to fecure the country be* 
hind, when the army Ihould proceed to Poo- 
nah, the great object of the expedition. Other 
incidents then began to incline the balance to 
the caule of Ragobah, and the particular ad- 
vantage of the Englilh. 

already been mentioned thatFutty 
Sing, one of the Gwicawars, had been ap- 
pointed governor of theTfcountry of Guzurat by 
the confederates; as his advancement was 
owing to the money he had given them, he did 
not look on it as binding him to their caufe, 
which he had efpoufed folely with a view of 
preventing the ravage of his country; the cef- 
lions made by Ragobah to the Englifh, (hewed 
him things in a different light ; he had, even 
at the time he joined the confederate army, 
made diftant overtures to him, the retreat of 
Ftirkia made them lerious and earned;. The 
appearance of fuccefs was totally on this 
tide ; if the reality followed it, all chance of 
his retaining any part of what he now pof- 
[bfigd, was loft ; he had therefore recourfe to 
F 2 the 
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the mediation of the Englilh, to whom he 
not only confirmed thole grants which Ra- 
gobah had made in the couritry under his go- 
vernment, but made further ceffions to the 
amount of j 78,000 rouples * a year. Through 
this mediation a treaty was made with Ra- 
gobah; Futty Sing fubmitted to pay him 
the ufual tribute, and furnilh him the aid 
claimed by the Durbar ofPoonah; and what 
was of moft importance at that time, pro- 
miled the payment of twenty-fix lacks within 
the fpace of fixty days. Rag obah^ f^a\d 
means to fatisfy Govindrow, and conclud- 
ed this advantageousTfeaty of peace and al- 
liance in the month of July 1775. 

The profpe£t of the affairs of the Com- 
pany had not a lefs favourable appearance at 
fea. In the beginning of the year the Mah- 
ratta officer who commanded at Geriah had 
equipped a fquadron confiderable for that 
country : it confifted of five Ihips ; one of 
forty-lix, two of thirty-two, and two of 
twenty-fix guns, befides ten Gallwats, or 
fmaller vefiels, alfo armed. Commodore 
John Moore, with the Revenge and the Bom- 

* 17,800 1 . at 2S. the roapie. 
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bay grab, coming into thefe feas, immedi- 
ately flood toward this fleet, which bore 
away; he ordered the grab to chace the ad- 
miral’s (hip, which was that of forty-fix 
guns ; the grab engaged her ; this gave time 
for the Commodore to come up before fhe 
could run afhore : after an engagement of 
two hours the Mahratta admiral blew up, 
# and was entirely deftroyed ; her commander 
and moft of the crew perifhing. The trade 
along the Malabar coaft was now effectually 

The caufe of Ragobah feemed now trium- 
phant ; befides the accefiion of Futty Sing, 
which enabled him to pay his troops, his 
friend and ally Moodagee Bouncelo now in 
full and undifturbed pofleffion of his domi- 
nions, was advancing to join him at the 
head of a very refpeCtable force. Ifhmael 
Cawn was in march to join him with 4000 
horfe. Appagee Gunnis, who commanded 
at Ahmadabad, entered into treaty to fur- 
render the place to him. The pofleffion of 
Hjiis fecured him from any enemy to the 
north of Nerbedah. A detachment was 
aCtually fent to receive it, 
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The confederates had made great advances 
to the Nizam to engage him to lend them 
affiffance ; they offered to cede to him thte 
important fortrefs of Dowletabad with Bur- 
hampore Aflery, arid fome diftridfcs which 
the Mahrattas had conquered. Though he 
treated their pretenfions, and the infant 
Paiffiwa they had fet up, with the greateft 
contempt, the advantages offered were too: 
great to be rejected ; the pofleffion of thefe 
ceffions once gained, a dexterous fiditig.jjvi.th. 
the victorious party would confirm it. If 
fortune kept the balanee even, whilft it did 
fo he -was fure of the continuance of this 
pofleffion ; he therefore entered into treaty, 
and made a folemn engagement to affift 
them, and in confequence they evacuated 
Dowletabad, and gave orders to their troops 
to withdraw from the other ceded places : 
but now he faw the time was come when to 
retain thefe he rauft abandon his new allies,: 
the Englith having efpoufed the caufeof Ra-» 
gobah, had changed the face of affairs : appli- 
cation was therefore made through the Na- 
bob of Surat for the Nizam to be admits 
ted into the alliance. He required the cqn- 
firmation: of what had been ceded to hirru 
&nd that the Englifh ffiould guarantee 

pofleffion ; 
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^pofleftion : in return he offered his whole force, 
confining of 50,000 horie, 15,000 lepoys, 
and a train of artillery : at the fame time he fent 
his vaqueel to Ragobah to propole a general 
accommodation on this plan, that Ragobah 
ihould enjoy all the honours of the Pailhwa- 
ihip, and fufficient revenues to maintain his 
dignity, that the government Ihould Jje cal- 
med on in the name of his adopted fon Fur- 
rat Row, that the adminiftration Ihould be 
inj^arabah Furneze as Duan, and the con- 
T!ederates u fully pardoned, aud fecured in the 
poffeflion of their effsfts, and the ceflions, 
as juft now mentioned, were to be confirmed 
to him. 

As the caufe of Ragobah advanced, that 
of the confederates declined. Sindia and 
Holcar had deferted them, and the lofs of 
their alfiftance was a fatal blow, for on that 
they principally depended. Nanoo Oppah 
governor of Poonah, whofe reputation and 
private character gave their party credit, was 
dead : Morabah Furneze who was one of the 
minifters, and a man of confideration, had 
no) from the beginning joined the confede- 
fac y, though he had fubmitted to a<ft under 
jf&a^government it had eftablilhed : and yet, 

F 4 lb 
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fo much were they afraid of his influence^ 
that they left him unmolefted. Shabagee 
Bouncelo * was no more, and death had 
taken from them another very uleful friend 
in the perfon of Ruckna ul Dowlah, the 
minifter of the Nizam, to which accident 
they attributed his leaving them, and treating 
with Ragobah, But the union of the Eng- 
lifh was the moft fatal ftroke ; refiftance to* 
this was by moft of the confederacy confi- 
dered as vain in the end, and thi s deijpqn ^ 
dencv, which made each man* folicTrous for 
his own fafety, and anxious for fecurlty of 
his perfon and wealth, made him fufpicious 
of his neighbour, and defirous to prevent 
him in treating either with Ragobah or his 
allies ; add to this, that from the known ra- 
pacity of the bramins, their fuccefs was 
dreaded, even by their friends ; that vice had 
infedted and deprefled their affairs from the 
beginning. The feyeral Mahratta chiefs who 
had been drawn to fupport their caufe by 
promifes of large fums, were fruftrated : the 

* There was a conteft between Shabagee and Moqg- 
gee ; a battle enfued ; in this Monagee was defeated and 
taken prifoner, and the next morning Shabagee was fdbnd 
dead in his bed : Monagee was rpftered and proclaim^ 
Raja ofBerar. 

public 
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public treafure leflened by their partial ma~ ■ 
nagement, and now exhaufted by what they 
had lent the Nizam, could furniih no more; 
and though the bramins had great Turns of 
their own, their avarice overcame their policy, 
and prevented their- facrificing any thing to 
the common caufe; each, when applied to, 
referred to the treafure expected from the Sir- 
cars. The nature of their troops prevented 
their being relied on when oppofed to re- 
gulars with a well ferved artillery ; for each 
*'man"‘h‘ad two fears, that for his horfe being 
as ftrong as for himfejf, and as they are con- 
tinually clamorous for their pay or other 
reward of fervice, the greateft advantage may 
often be loft for want of a fufficiency to fa- 
tisfy them. Furkia was ever in dread of 
Tome accident of this kind ; he few the dif- 
fatisfa&ion among the chiefs, and every mo- 
ment was at the eve of being forfaken, per- 
haps feized and delivered up to the enemy. 
This had induced him, even in his flourilh- 
ing ftate, to try diftant overtures for peace ; 
during his retreat the evil increafed, the 
men who had loft their horfes openly com- 
| plained, and demanded their pay of their 
leaders^ who in their turn prefled their com- 
mander ; to fatisfy their demapd was im- 

poflible ; 
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poffible ; though he had received bills for 
fifteen lacks of roupie's from Poonah, the 
Shroffs refufed to anfwer them. His defign 
was to have marched to the northward, where 
he would have been at hand to watch the 
operations of the allies in the opening of the 
campaign ; but the army refuting to follow* 
he had been obliged to change his route, and 
march to Poonah : his army amounted to 
between twenty and thirty thoufand horfe 
and foot. In his way he palled thr ough 
Holcar’s country, who refilled to iterance' 
any money, and under pretence that the death 
of Sujah ul Dowlah * made his prefence ne- 
cefl’ary in his jaghiere he totally and avow- 
edly withdrew his troops. Saccaram Bappoo 
and Nanah Furneze had fent Vaqueels to 
Bombay to treat of an accommodation : the 
Vaqueels were to treat jointly; one of them 
fell lick on his arrival ; before he recovered, 
the prefident was attacked with illnefs, and 
it was not thought proper to break through 
the common forms which might have fhewn 
too great an eagernefs, eafily conftrued into 
fear, the idea of which might have given 

* Sujah ul Dowlah was the Nabob of Owde, a province "* 
bordering on the pofleffions of the Company, and lyi^* 
between them and the Mahratta country. ^ 

them 
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them a confidence and encouragement to in- 
"lift on better terms than what were the ulti- 
mate end of thei r commiffion ; which) though 
they had not yet declared, were, on good 
ground, fuppofed to be principally ftcurity 
fbrthe perlons and wealth of the confederates, 
and perhaps feme private advantage for theif 
immediate employers, 

1 

Thus all tended to the eftablifhment of 
Ragobah, and the reduction of his enemies : 
"this Hidden trarifition from a ftate of Wretch- 
ednefs to that of profperity was totally owing 
to the Engl’rfh having avowedly efpoufed his 
caufe : a r efpeft for their power, and a con- 
fidence in their faith, had induced the neigh- 
bour chiefs to follow that party, and make 
them guarantees of the performance of the 
treaties they entered into under their medi- 
ation : the profperity and honour of the 
Company was fully eftablifhed in the Weft 
as in the Eaft of Indoftan, when the exer- 
tion of the authority placed in the governor 
and council of Bengal, by the a£t of parlia- 
ment pafled in the year 1773, almoft totally 
Ruined the fair edifice fo fortunately hither- 
to ere&ed. 


The 
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The news of the treaty with Ragobah 
and of the march in confequence, arrived at*'" 
Calcutta the latter end of May 17 75. Far 
from meeting with the. approbation of the 
governor and council there, it was condem- 
ned by all as a meafure impolitic, unjuft, and 
unauthorized; impolitic, as throwing the bur- 
den of the war on the Company ; unjuft, as no 
injuiy had been received from the Mahratta 
ftate; and unauthorized, as the a<St of par- 
liament veiled in the Supreme Council the 
authority of treating with the powers of'lfP^ 
doftan. The manner of carrying on the 
war in confequence of the treaty was no lefs 
reprobated than the treaty itfelf. Sending 
the Company’s troops at fuch a diftance from 
Bombay was called a raih ftep, which might 
be attended with fatal confequences. The 
governor general, in his minute of the 31ft 
May 17 75, painted thefe fuppofcd evils in a 
very ftrong light, though at the fatne time he 
prefented many difficulties attending the exe- 
cution of any orders they might give in con- 
iequence of this reprobation ; and therefore 
profefted that he was much embarrafled in 
his choice of what meafures might he moffi 
proper to be taken. That as things could nor 
be replaced as they originally ftood, lo 

diftauce 
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diftance they were at prevented them from 
knowing the exa£t fituation of them at that 
time ; that it . might be fuch that the with* 
drawing our troops from Ragobah might be 
attended with many difficulties, perhaps dan* 
gers. He therefore propofed that the preli- 
dent and council of Bombay Ihould be en- 
joined to cancel the treaty with Ragobah, 
and withdraw the detachment within the 
lines of the Englifh pofleffions, unlefs it 
Ihould appear, in the firft place, that they 
•ihest obtained fome confiderable advantage ; 
or, fecondly, that it Ihould be dangerous to 
recall the detachment; or, thirdly, that a 
negociation Ihould have taken place between 
Ragobah and his opponents. 

Mr. Barwell concurred with the governor 
general in the exception propofed, and voted 
againft the recall of the army ; but General 
Clavering, Colonel Monfon, and Mr. Francis 
were totally againft any exceptions whatfo- 
ever ; and it was voted by that majority, that 
the treaty (hould be cancelled, and the- troops 
abfblutely recalled. It was determined to 
’enter into a direft negotiation with the party 
at Poonah, and to fend Colonel CJpton to 
tfreat with them in the name of the Supreme 

Council ; 
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Council : the purpart of the inftruffcions to* 
be given to him was., in the firft place, tg. 
exprefs a regret for the hoftile meafures ad? 
opted by the council of Bombay in concur- 
rence with Ragobah, the Supreme Council's 
difapprobation of that treaty, their delire 
of re-eftablilhing a fincere and lafting peace, 
to excufe the feizure of Salcet as a meafure 
only tp prevent its falling into the hands of 
the Portugueze, and to alledge the impoffi*' 
bility of reftoring it without the permiffion 
of the Dire&ors, to inform them of thg ^piv 
ders given for the withdrawing our troops 4 
from Ragobah, and to endeavour to include 
him in the treaty. 

In the mean time letters were written to 
Saccaram Bappoo at Poonah, announcing the 
departure of Colonel Upton, expreffing a dif- 
approbation of the meafures purfued by the 
council of Bombay, and informing them of 
the orders given in cpnfequenpe. Saccaram 
was an extraordinary perfon ; he had rifen 
from an original ftateof poverty, which pre- 
vented the firft rudiments of education, by 
a natural addrefs which fupplied that wantf 
he had by degrees advanced his fortune fib 
as to attain the principal offices of the %te S) 
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Tiis experience feconded his talents, but not 
t knowing how to write or read he was obliged 
to make ufe of and truft others. His prin- 
cipal confidant was a bramin called Lalar, 
who had been governor of Concan, a province 
including Salcet and Baflein, and had reafbn 
if that party prevailed, to hope a return to 
that government. Saccaram knew the true 
interefts of the Mahratta ftate, and therefore 
was naturally averfe to any ceffions of terri- 
tory, and every meafure which could tend 
to give power and flrength to the Englifh; 
^his inclination muft have been greatly 
ftrehgthened by the reprefentation of Lalar, 
who, by the ceflions propofed, would be fo 
great a lofer; this letter was therefore too 
favourable to their views, not to produce 
great effe&s. The firft was, frelh inftruc- 
tions immediately fent to their Vaqueels at 
Bombay, which arrived before they had de- 
clared in form the purport of their million : 
this now appeared very different from - the 
humility which accompanied their firft ap- 
plication : they demanded that the perfon 
of Ragobah fhould be delivered up to them ; 
the reftoration of Salcet, and other acquifi- 
tio|)»s which were then in a&ual pofleffion of 
|he Englifh ; and the relitiquifhing all thought 

of 
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of Baffein, in return for which they con dc* 
fcended to defray the charge and expence hi*; 
therto incurred : yet at this very time, in all 
refpe&s, other than the change likely to hap* 
pen by the refolution of the Bengal council, 
the affairs of the confederates were in a fitu- 
ation almoft defperate ; Morabah Furneze 
had fent a trufty perfon to Ragobah with af- 
luranqp, that he and four of the moft power* 
ful men at Poonah were ftrongly attached tcf 
his interefts ; and information that Furkia 
was at Aurengabad, having fcarce fooojnen^ 
under his command ; that the whole force" 
of the confederates did not exceed 1 2,000, 
and thole not eafily affembled, or worthy of 
dependance on them ; that Saccaram and Na- 
nah Furneze had fecured themfelves in Po- 
roundef fort, fearing to go from it; that Mo- 
rabah himfelf was actually collecting a force 
from the troops lately paid off by the confe- 
derates, which he doubted not, by the time 
the allies could afeend the Gauts *, would 
amount to 10,000 horfe, with which he 
would join Ragobah, and carry him without 
bloodfhed to Poonah. At the fame time the 


news from the fouthern parts were equa 


quafjy 


* Gauts, Goats, or Gattes, art pafles through the 
nountaius. . d 

favouraoMai 
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favourable i Beefi Sing, the Raja of Marwar, 
'’lent his Vaqueel with information, that he 
was on his march to join him, that he was 
within forty-five cofsofAurengabad, and that 
his force conlifted of 10,000 men. 

The council at Bombay were ftruck with 
amazemement at the refolutions of the Su- 
preme Council, and the celerity with* which 
they a£ted in confequence. They deputed 
Mr. William Taylor, one of their body, to 
Calcutta, to ceprefent the motives which had 
induced them to a£t; the confluences of 
what they had done ; the happy fituation of 
the affairs of the party they had efpoufed ; 
the benefits that would refult to the Com- 
pany from the cefiTous ‘ftipulated by their 
treaty with Ragobah; the danger of reducing 
him to^defpair, by abandoning his caufe; the 
difgrace that would attend a breach of a 
treaty fb folemnly made ; and the neceffity 
they were under to make it, if they would 
obey the orders of the Directors 'to omit no 
occafion that fhould offer of getting Salcet 
and Bafiein into pofieflion. 

V . ' . 

Mr. Taylor arrived in the beginning pf 
£)£.ob®h 7 7 5 » and, on the 9th, prefented a 
G memorial 
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memorial to the Governor and Council, re- 
prefenting thefe feveral matters, and proving 
the fatal confequences of fending any perfon 
dire&ly from Calcutta to Poonah. 

After defending the meafures of the Bom- 
bay council, by fhewing the advantage ac- 
cruing from this treaty, and the neceffity of 
a&ing in conformity to the orders of the, 
Directors, the danger attending the alteration 
of meafures, and forfaking Ragobah, from 
the circumftances of the neighbouring princes^ 
the difgrace neceffarily following the breach 
of a treaty, which, though perhaps refcind- 
able by the Supreme Council, if the fettle- 
ment by the late adt of parliament was fuch 
as to invalidate in every cafe, the a£ts of 
fubordinate prelidencies when not confirmed 
by that council ; yet as to the powers with 
whom it was made, unacquainted with 
thefe new arrangements, and confident that 
when they treated with the Bombay coun- 
cil, th^y treated with the Company, muft 
be looked on by them as having force, and 
not to be refeinded without a breach ojf 
good faith ; the policy of 'keeping up t^e 
prefent mode of adminiftration in, poonah 
without running the hazard of haling* 
bramins difpoffefled, which might happen if 
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Jjy the deftrudion of Ragobah that party 
Should want a chief, and muft end in re- 
eftablifhing the Raja in power, and put an 
end to all diflention, the confequences of 
which mull be fatal to the peace of all the 
refl of India. 


That as the letter written to Saccaram was 
■worded, implying that the Supreme Council 
were unacquainted with the acknowledg- 
ment of Ragobah as Paifhwa previous to the 
'treaty, it left it yet in their power to chufe 
what meafures they would take ; he there- 
fore entreated them to warrant and aflift the 


council of Bombay to fulfill their engage- 
ment with the Paifhwa, as the only fafe 
and honourable expedient in this juncture, 
and probably the laft opportunity of attain- 
ing the end propofed by the Directors, and 
eftablifhing the affairs of the Company on a 
firm and folid bafis. But whatever might 
be their ultimate refolve, as to treating at 
Poonah, he moil earneftly recommended that 
the order* for withdrawing the army from 
Ragobah fhould be revoked ; it would have 
aPleaft this good effed, that all parties would 
be kept in fufpence until it fhould be finally 
known, whether the prefent conteft fhould 


G 2 


be 
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be decided by treaty or arms ; it would pre- 
vent the bad confequences of a defertion of 
Ragobah, which mufl be that of his allies, 
and inevitably of the Englifh ; that what- 
ever judgment might be formed of the origin 
of the meafures, even though the council 
had unneceflarily engaged in a war, yet the 
contimwnce of it, as things flood, was ne- 
ceflary to the fafety of the Company. If it 
fliould be obje£led, that this war was a vio- 
lation of engagements formerly entered into 
with theMahratta flate, and of a neutrality 1 
recommended by the -Directors, the anfwer 
was plain : thefe engagements being with the 
acknowledged chief of that nation and its 
legal reprefentative, could not be a violation, 
but were in truth a continuation of the old ; 
that on one fide honour, acquifition of re- 
venue, and influence in the firft flate in 
India, mufl be the confequence of purfuing 
the enterprize ; on the other weaknefs, 
dilgrace, and ruin mufl follow the retreat 
of the army before the accommodation 
which fettled the interefls and fecured the 
fafety of the feveral parties fhould have taken, 
place. Before Mr. Taylor prefented this 
memorial he had conferences with the Go- 
vernor General, and each of the members of 

the 
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the council. The Governor, whofe long 
*refidence in and experience of the affairs of 
India, made him a more competent judge, 
was foou convinced that the ftep was preci- 
pitate ; Mr. Barwell joined with him. In- 
deed he had from the beginning oppofed the. 
withdrawing of the army ; but the three 
members lately arrived from England had 
adopted a principle of peace in all «e vents, 
and therefore over-ruled every expedient pro- 
pofed by the Governor for complying in fome 
.jneafure with the reprefentation of Mr.Taylor, 

* and fb determined was their refolution, that 
an anfwer was returned to his memorial the 
very day it was prefented. All thefe things 
happened in O&ober 1775 *. 

In confequence of the refolutions taken by 
the Supreme Council, pofitive orders were 
fent to the council of Bombay, that the 
Englifh army fhould immediately with- 
draw within the limits of the Company’s 
poffeflions ; that if Ragobah defired a retreat, 
they fhould afford it him ; that until the treaty 

fhould 

\ 

* It may be proper to place in one view the feveral 
places ceded to the Company by the treaty between them 
and Ritgobah, with their produce to the Company. 

G 3 * Salcet, 
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fhould be fettled between Colonel Upton and 
the government at Poonah, they fhould re-> 
tain the pofleffion of Broach, Coriab, Chicke- 

Salcet, Caragah, Elephanta, Hog IOaod, Rs. 


and Canary produce a year — 350,000 
Baflein, with its dependencies, — 400,000 
Orpad — — — — 350,000 

Jambofier — — — 400,000 

The Gwicawars Share of Broach 350,000 
To be paW annually from Occlafier 7 5,000 


Total Robies 1,925,000 
Which, at 2s. the rotipie, is L. 192,500 
and at 28.3d. the common 

exchange, is L. 2 1 6,562 

Prefented to the Company 

fince the treaty by Rago- 
bah, and Futty Sing on 
the conclufion of their 
treaty, Rs. 

Coriab, near Broach, 50,000 

Chickely, near Surat, 100,000 

Veriow, near Surat, 28,000 

Ahmood, adjoining Broach, 150,000 

328,000 


Total ceded for ever 2,253,000 

Remaining fecurity for the ? L. 225,300 at as. 

payment of the fubfidy 3 or L. 253,442 at 28.3d, 
Remainder of the revenue Rs. 

of Occlafier 110,000 

Hanfoot — — 127,000 

Verfaw — — — 100,000 


Total fecurity 3 3 7,000 


ley, 
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ley, and Verfaw, but carefully avoid all ho- 
ftilities with the Mahratta army. Colonel 
Upton was to perform his journey to Poonah 
by land. Though this was to take up a 
great length oY time, no inconvenience was 
forefeen, as it was fuppofed that, upon a cef- 
fation of arms, every thing would remain 
quiet and in the fame Hate, and that pafiports, 
us well as conveniences of travelling, would 
be procured for him during his whole route 
by the provifion of the Poonah government. 
The Colonel fet out on the 1 oth of July 
1775, with a proper accompaniment, hav- 
ing with him Captain Allen Macpherfon, Sir 
James Paterfon, Di*. Sutton Banks a phyh- 
cian, and Captain Benjamin Wroe : and on 
the 24th of September had proceeded as far 
as Benares ; he there received letters from 
Saccaram, the contents whereof gave him 
no great encouragement; and whole ftyle 
was fuch, that he complained of it to the 
Supreme Council, who thereupon wrote to 
Saccaram ; and at the fame time to the co- 
lonel, that he Ihould take advantage of the 
iituation of the army under Colonel Keating, 


kby telling the Poonah minifters, that it now re- 
mained inaftive near Surat, but that it Ihould 


aft according to their behaviour ; if they mad® 


O 4 
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any morion with their troops, that army 
fhould like wile move, and the Supreme 
Council would not think themfelves bound 
to keep terms of amity with jthetn : that as 
the Council meant to ail with good faith, 
they expected the fame treatment in every 
inftance. 

The* earneftnefs of the Englilh for peace 
had appeared plainly in the beginning ; for 
the ceflation of arms had been publilhed, and 
taken place in the month of Auguft ; and 
now, notwithftanding the preffing inftances of 
Ragobah,that the army fhould not yet with- 
draw from him, as it would produce fuch a 
coldnefs amoiigft all his friends, who would 
give up his caufe as loft and himfelf as 
ruined that he Ihould be immediately aban- 
doned by them, the army, on the 20th of 
October 1775, began its march fromDubbay 
to retire into the Pergunnah of Surat ; and 
on the 1 3th of November were within fix- 
teen cofs of that city. Ragobah dared not 
remain without their protection, and there- 
fore with h|s tropps followed their march ; 
with hope, that from the reprefentation^f 
made at Calcutta, the Council might la? 
Induced to favour his caufe. 

The 



OF BOMBAY. 105 

The Nabob of the Carnatic, fearing the 
inroads of the Mahrattas when once they 
Ihou Id enjoy peace at home, defired to have 
a lhare in any treaty which Ihould be con- 
cluded by Colonel Upton with them ; and 
for that purpole that he might fend a Va- 
queel to Poonah ; the Council conlented 
that Mr. Chambers Ihould go from him to 
be affiftant to Colonel Upton in what regarded 
his intereft ; but he was not. to treat himfelf 
with the minifters, or a<£t in any other man- 
ner than through the Colonel, who alone was 
to manage all matters with them. Colonel 
Upton in proceeding on his journey did not 
find the effects expected from that readi- 
nels in the Poonah Durbar, which the majo- 
rity of the Supreme Council flattered them- 
felves with. On the 25th November he 
wrote from Bopaul, which is feventy cofs 
from Burhampoor, that he met many obfta- 
cles ; that the country was in arms ; that 
he had yet received no paflport from Poonah ; 
at the fame time the miniftry wrote to the 
Supreme Council, that they had given orders 
for having every thing prepared, lb that Co- 
lonel Upton might have a free paflage ; but 
that they had not then heard of his approach. 
The ftyle of this letter Ihewed no pacific in- 
clinations ; they complained that the Bombay 

council ; 
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council had not been attentive to the orders 
received from the Supreme Council ;, that 
they fuffered the army under Colonel Keating 
to aft offensively ; they found fault that Eng- 
lish Ships failed from place to place in their 
dominions, as if there was a full and entire 
peace established between the two nations ; 
they threatened to intercept them by means 
of the 'Mahratta fleet, and to (hut their ports 
againtt them, and that if the places which* 
had been taken by the English were not 
immediately restored, they would Set their* 
army in motion to recover them. 

The complaint of hostilities was without 
foundation. ' Colonel Keating had, on the 
20th of the preceding October, begun his 
march toward Surat ; and at the very time 
this letter was written, had already reached 
its neighbourhood. Yet, notwithstanding 
this boafting, the Poonah ministry were far 
from being in a condition to fupport this ar- 
rogance ; for by Colonel Keating’s intelli- 
gence, it appeared that Morabah F urneze * 
had embraced the party of Ragobah, that the 
ministerial army was reduced to 1 2,05^8 

* Furaeze is a title.of honour, it means one in receipt of 
the revenue. 

men,. 
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men, that they themfelves were in fuch ap- 
prehenfion for their fafety, that they had retired 
to the fort of Porounder, and were afraid to 
truft themlelves out of it : and that Rago- 
bah’s partizans in Poonah were increahng. 

Ragobah himfelf required that Colonel 
Upton Ihould, in the firft place, procure 
fome diftri&s to be alligned for the fhainte- 
nance of him and his adherents, till the final 
conclulion of the peace : that his pretenlions 
to the Paifhwafhip Ihould be fully difcufled, 
by an examination of every thing relating to 
the birth of the infant pretended to be the Ion 
of Naron : that if he Ihould prove to be 
really lo, then he Ihould, as his relation in- 
titled him, be regent during his minority ; 
and that when he attained his majority, and 
the regency was at an end, he Ihould have a 
penfion fufficient to maintain him according 
to his rank. 

After a tedious and difficult journey Co- 
lonel Upton arrived at Poonah, on the 30th 
of December 1 775. Though he was at his 
aljgival received with great civility, yet in a 
fhort time he found he had to deal with 
people not only inimical, but uncertain ; in- 

f'omuch. 
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fomuch, that in the beginning of February he 
had no hope of concluding any thing with 
them. The detail of what palled between 
him and them from that time to the conclu- 
lion cannot be interefting. After many en- 
tanglements got over, at laft, on the ill: of 
March 1776, a treaty was figned at Poroun- 
der by Colonel Upton, on the part of the 
Company, and Saccaram Bappoo and Balla- 
gee Pundit, on that of the infant Pailhwa.' 
By this it was, in the firft place, mentioned, 
that peace between the Company in general,; 
and the Bombay council in particular, and* 
the infant Pailhwa and his minifters, Sac- 
caram and Ballagee, on the part of the Mah- 
rattas Ihould be fully eftablilhed. That this 
peace on each fide Ihould be forthwith pro- 
claimed. That the Mahrattas being anxious to 
recover Salcet, would in return give the Com- 
pany a country producing three lacks of rou- 
pies, in the neighbourhood of Broach ; but it 
was to be left to the option of the Supreme 
Council whether or no to accept this equiva- 
lent* The advantages to the Englilh were < 

ill. All right to the city and pergunnyft 
of Broach was to be ceded to the Company 
free from all demand whatfoever : they were 
to have likewife a country of the yearly pro- 

duc? 
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duce of three lacks adjoining to Broach, the 
bounds whereof fhould be determined by two 
perfons for the Company, and two perfons 
for the Mahrattas : and for the expences of 
the war, the English fliould be paid twelve 
lacks; fix within fix months, and fix within 
two years. 

In returh for this, all and every part of 
the Guzurat country which had been ceded 
by Ragobah to the Englifh (that only fettled 
<011 them by this treaty excepted) was to be 
reftored ; and all the country ceded by Futty 
Sing to the Company was to be given up to 
the Mahrattas, upon their producing proofs 
by the letters and funnuds * of the Paifh- 
was, that Futty Sing was not authorized to 
make fuch a ceffion. Befides, 

¥ 

All treaties made by the Bombay council 
with Ragobah were declared to be annulled, as 
was alfb that with Futty Sing. In confequence 
the Englifh troops were immediately to march 
within the limits of their prefidency.- Ra- 
gobah was to difband his army, and all his 
adherents but four (who were by name ex- 
cepted) were to have a full and free pardon ; 

* Sunnud is * grant under feal. 

, . " . if 
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if he refufed to difbdnd, the Englifh were to 
give him no affiftance, but withdraw * from ( 
him ; and in confideration of his difbanding 
he was to have a train of a thoufand horfe, 
and a proportional number of foot, which 
fhould be paid by the Poonah government, 
as well as two hundred domeftics; and he 
was to receive three lacks of roupies a year, 
by monthly payments ; but he was to refide 
at Coopergunge, and not change his refidence 
without licence from the Paiftiwa. The 
Englilh were not to aid or affift in any man- ' 
ner, either Ragobah or any perfon difturb- 
ing the peace of the Mahratta dominions : 
thefe covenants were to be mutual *. 

* 4 

Thefe are the material articles of this treaty 
which was ratified at Bengal, by the refo- 
lution of the majority ; the prefldency of 
Bombay made very fevere ftridtures on it, 
which they forwarded to Bengal. Ragobah 

looked upon it as his ruin 2 the fixing of his 

► ' 

* The advantages to the Company by this treaty were 
in point of revenue as followeth ; 

Salcet ■ — — — 350,000 

City and pergunuah of Broach 500,000 

Coantry adjoining to Broach 300,000 

1,100,000 L. no, oop 
at as. 

refidence 
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refidence at Coopergunge he confidered as 
an imprifonment, and the thoufand horfe, 
’and proportional number of infantry which 
were to be paid by the Poonah govern- 
ment, as a guard fet upon him, either to 
keep him in that prifon, or deliver him 
to their paymafters; and he declared, that 
it was better for him to try his for- 
tunes with the few friends that might re- 
main firm to him, than fubmit to accept 
fuch terms. He aflerted, that confiding in 
,the protection of the Englifh nation, he had 
rejected offers made to him by the Nizam : 
he defired that he might make his appeal to 
that nation, and in the mean time take fhelter 
in Bombay, that his perfbn might be in 
fafety. 

There was fome reafon for Ragobah to 
have entertained hopes that his condition 
would have been better than it proved in the 
treatyt for not long before the conclufion 
of it Colonel Upton from feveral untoward 
circumftances, fuppofed the negotiation to- 
tally broken off, and had written his opinion 
to^the Supreme Council, who, concluding it 
really fo, had in confequence written to 
Bombay, that they might in that cafe be 

prepared 
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prepared to renew hoftilities, and had alio 
written to Ragobah, promifing in that event 
an effe&ual affiftance to reinftate him. They* 
had befides applied to feveral other princes, 
Hyder, the Nizam, Modagee Bouncelo, Sin- 
dia, and Holcar, to fupport his cauie; if 
they declined this, intreating them to remain 
neuter. At the fame time they had concerted 
meafures with regard to Owde, and ordered 
a brigade to march to the frontiers of Corah# 
neareft to the Pafs of Culpy; but all this was 
put an end to by the iigtiing of the treaty. „ 

Another accident which happened about that 
time helped to raife his hopes whilft it embar- 
rafled the minifters. There was a perfon of 
the Paiihwa race, called Subahi, or Subadah, 
the fon of Chimnagee Oppah and brother of 
Badgeerow, who was reported to have been 
killed in a battle near Pannipvtt in 1761. 
A long time after a man appeared at Poonah, 
who afl'erted he was that identical Subadah 
or Subahi : he produced many proofs of that 
identity, but the government at that time 
looking upon him as an impoftor, had con- 
fined him in the fort ofRutnahGeriah. TP&is 
man had now efcaped ' from thence, was 
joined by feveral chiefs with . lome troops, 

and 
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fend Row Dullop who commanded the Mah- 
ratta 'fleet, had declared for him ; he claimed 
to be regent either fingly or jointly with Ra- 
gobah. Thefe circumftances might induce 
Ragobah not .yet to difband his troops; a 
more fpecious reafon was given, that he had 
not money to pay them. He followed our 
army with them when they marched from 
Dubbay; and now they had moved to the 
environs of Surat, • it was thought neceflary, 
with the troops lately under Colonel Keat- 
ing’s command, to reinforce the garrifons of 
Surat and Broach, left fome accident fhould 
happen from fuch a neighbourhood. Whether 
this excited a jealoufy that fomething was 
icheming between the Englifti and Ragobah, 
or that the minifters were chagrined at not 
having him in their power, they complained 
to Colonel Upton, that the Bombay council 
had not reftored the places which were to be 
ceded by treaty ; that they had fiipplied Ra- 
gobah with military ftores ; adding, that Hy- 
der had purfued proper meafures in inforcing 
his treaties by arms; and that if, in thefe 
particulars, fatisfa&ion was not given them 
they would carry fire and fword through all 
the. Company’s territories. The' Bombay 
Council denied thefe affertions ; they faid, 

H that 
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that as to the places ceded, they had lent or* 
dei;$ to Surat and Broach to have the r per- 
gonnahs delivered up upon the appearance of 
perlbns properly authorized to receive them ; 
that no fuch had appeared;, that .remon- 
It ranges had been made to Ragobah, but hia 
inability to pay prevented his cfilbanding hia 
forces : that their garriloning Surat and. 
Broach was an adt of neccfiity, no way in- 
confiflent with peace, fince it prevented ac*. 
cidents which might happen from the neigh* 
bourhood of the troops of either party ; that 
they were fo far from plotting to renew the 
war, that when the Nizam had lately of* 
fered his afliftance to Ragobah, if the Englilh 
would engage not to take part with the 
Mahrattas, they had declined giving any 
fuch promife. They on their fide com- 
plained, that no good effe&s had yet ap- 
peared from the treaty, that to the great de- 
triment of the Englilh, no communication 
or intercourle was. yet permitted with the 
Mahratta dominions ; which, prohibition was 
fo rigid that no perfons were permitted to 
come from the neighbouring ports to. Bom- 
bay, even to fell vegetables or other proviV 
lions ; that the Mahratta fleet had taken fix 
refills coming from Goa. under Englilh. co* 

lours 
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lours which had been feparated by a ftorm 
from their convoy* and carried them into 
Gheriah ; that they had refilled lending a 
Vaqueel to Bombay to explain the realbn of 
this behaviour } that it was not pollible to 
execute that part of the treaty which related 
to the counfry ceded by Futty Sing, he re- 
demanding this from Ragobah, upoa this 
ground, that the conditions of the treaty 
with him were not performed ; that he de- 
nied that the Poonah government had any 
'right to demand them, or any thing to do 
with thefe revenues, all that related thereto 
having been fully fettled in the year 1759, 
when a divifion was made of the Guzurat 
country between Poonah and the Gwicawars. 
Thus each party ftarted difficulties, and the 
treaty remained without any article of it being 
fully carried into execution. A whole year 
was {pent in altercations and mutual com- 
plaints, when the year 17 77 opened a new 
lcene* 

In the beginning of April a French Ihip ar- 
rived at Collaby, a place at the entrance into 
the river of Choul, which landed feveral 
gentlemen, who fending notice of their arrival 
to Poonah, had not only leave given them to 
H 2 go 
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go thither, but were received in great pomp, 
there being an elcort ordered of twenty-five 
Arab lepoys with an elephant, twenty ca-* 
xnels, a palanquin, and fome horfe. The 
perfon who appeared to be chief among them 
ftyled himfelf Chevalier de St. Lubin, a man 
already well known in the Englilh fettle- 
ments in India for his intrigues. ‘ 

This man, on the 1 7th of April, was re- 
ceived and had long conferences at Porouh- 
der. Mr. Moftyn who now refided at Poo-„ 
nah, on behalf of the Englilh remonftrated 
againft his admiffion to the Durbar, but he 
was anfwered that his prelent reception was 
in coniequence of an application made two 
years and a half before, and that matters had 
then fo far advanced, that his reception could 
not be now refilled. The Ihip was brought 
up to Choul, where her loading, confifting 
of artillery, fire-arms, copper, and cloth, was 
landed. St. Lubin allured the Durbar that 
two Ihips more would foon arrive, for which 
he demanded permillion to winter in their 
harbours. On the 8 th of May he had ah 
audience of the Pailhwa, in which he pre- 
lented credentials from the king of France. 


It 
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. It was much doubted, not only by the 
English, but by the French reiident in In- 
•dia, whether St. Lubin had any commiffion 
of the kind he pretended, or was at all au- 
thorized : Monf. Belcombe, commandant at 
Pondicherry, refufed to acknowledge him as 
ambaflador, but the French agent at Surat 
anfwered his draughts : the perfons who ac- 
companied him fufpe&ed him. The ^ruth, 
from the information of the principal among 
thefe who had fallen out with him, and took 
refuge with Mr. Moftyn the Englifh refident 
at Poonah, appeared to be, that St. Lubin 
had jointly with Monf. Dumas, an officer 
of rank in the Canada army laft war, and 
governor of the Ifle of France, obtained 
Monf. de Sartine’s approbation and content 
to a plan they had formed, which was, that 
St. Lubin (hould embark at Bourdeaux, on 
board a (hip called La Paix, as minifter ple- 
nipotentiary in the department of commerce 
to the Mahratta court ; Monf. Dumas was 
to embark at Breft on L’Indien at the head 
of 1500 men, which were to be joined by 
1000 to be (hipped on board La Paix, the 
whole 2500 to be under the command of 
Dumas, who was to have the department of 
war in the expedition, as .St. Lubin had of 
H 3 com* 
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commerce, and 500 more were to be landed 
at the Ifle of France by a private merchant 
ihip. Monf. de Sartine actually vifited the ■ 
ports where the (hips lay. St, -Lubin, who 
wanted to be at the head of all, by his pri* 
vate infinuations prevailed on him (unknown 
to Dumas, who then thought him gone to 
Lyons to take leave of. his friends) to con* 
fent that he (hould fail in a private (hip from 
Bourdeaux, that he might prepare all things 
for the reception of the force which was to 
follow under the command of Pumas ; this 
was to join the Mahrattas j after which they 
were to ftrike fome great ftroke. St. Lubin 
had the powers of infinuation to a great 
degree ; plaufible, afiuming, and ready of 
fpeech, he gave what he faid an air of truth, 
yet he was fuperficial, and ever ready to 
facrifice truth and every thing to his in-- 
tcrefl, even to the detriment of his own 11a* 
tion. By liis reprelentations of the mighty 
advantages that would refult to France in 
general, and in particular to thofe perfons 
who embarked with him, he carried out 
fome gentlemen from Bourdeaux, who foon 
after their arrival in India, faw they were 
the dupes of their credulity, and that things 
at PoQiiah were in reality very different from 

what 
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what he had reprefented them to be. By the 
firfi packet he font to France, whieh tvas to 
go by Surat, they wrote to their friends 
what they law : thefe letters he opened, and 
from that time became their enemy ; and lb 
violent was his perfection, that he prevailed 
on Nanah to order one of them, Monf. COr- 
celle, to be put to death, after having him* 
lelf attempted to kill him : another perlon 
was feized by miftake, and would have been 
thrown under an elephant’s feet, had not a 
bramin found he was a Dane. The pro- 
tection granted to this Monf. Corceile and 
Mr. Madget by Mr. Lewis, the then Eng- 
lilh refident, was made a fubjeCt of com- 
plaint, in the bickerings which followed. 
For from that time the Englilh refident met 
with a treatment, which fully Ihewed the ef- 
fect of St. Lubin’s negotiations and promifes. 

Nanah Furneze, then the aCting perfon 
in the Pailhwa’s miniftry, entered into con- 
fidence with him on his undertaking to bring 
a confiderable military force to Poonah, 
completely furnilhed with artillery and Itores; 
and an alliance was to be concluded between 
France and the Mahratta nation. That his 
promifes might be effected, Nanab gave him 
H 4 the 
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the free ufe of the port ofChoul. At this 
time Saccaram and Nanah were the princi- 
pal minifters at Poonah ; Saccaram was old 
and infirm, and refiding in Porounder, a&ed 
•moftly in the care of the perfbn of the infant 
Paifhwa. Nanah, about the age of fifty, 
active and enterprizing, afpired to the chief 
rule, likely to devolve upon him at the death 
of Saccaram. 

From the prote&ion he had afforded Mr* 
Bolts before the arrival of St. Lubin, and his 
connections fince with that minifter, it is 
apparent his difpofitions were not favourable 
to. the Englifh. Another perfon, who might 
be looked on as a minifter at Poonah, was 
Morabah, nephew of Nanah, a man of 
great influence and ability, and alfo of great 
prudence ; till that time avoiding interfer- 
ence in thofe troubled fcenes ; inclined to 
Ragobah, 

Sindia and Holcar who hold the country 
extending from Guzurat to the banks of the 
Jumma, originally paid a tribute, but in the 
prefent weaknefs of government are grown 
independent. A moiety of Guzurat arid Sal- 
cet, Baffein, and the country of Broach, be-r 

longed 
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longed to the Pailhwa family; the Bouncelo 
family poflefs Berar and Nagpopr in perfect 
Sovereignty. 

The interefl of St. Lubin at Poonah was 
an alarming circumflance. It was fo high 
with Nanah, that, in order to prevent any 
opportunity the Englifh refident might haver* 
of procuring intelligence, he prevailed on 
him to place guards upon his houle. This 
was not the only infult ; on his complaining 
of this treatment, he was anfwered, that all 
Europeans lhould leave Poonah ; that if the 
Englifh deiired to have an agent there, a Car- 
coon (that is an inferior perfon) would an- 
fwer the purpole, and Nanah exprefsly de- 
fired he would inform the Bombay prefidency 
of this. This meflage was highly relented 
by them, and a difavowal of it infilled on, 
but in vain; on the contrary, the rellraint 
was increafed. 

Other circumllances concurred to fhew 
that lome fchemes againll the Englifh were 
forming. The French agents and chiefs were 
buly every where. General Belcombe had a 
fixty-four gun Ihip ready, in which he was 
to be carried tp the coafi of Malabar, with 

a com- 



132 A N A C C O U N T 

a company of Europeans, a large fuite, and 
fome arms ; Mahi was the place named, and 
.it was given out he was only going to vifit 
that fettlement; but the real view was to 
bring to maturity the plans formed between 
St. Lubiti and Nanah ; this appeared fully 
by the proceedings which followed. 

The .diflenfions. among the minifters at 
Poonah were now confiderable, Mr. Molly h, 
the Englifh refident there, had for fome time 
perceived the feeds of a revolution* On the 
i oth of December 1777, the council of 
Bombay received advice that Saccar&m, Mo- 
rabah, Butchaba a man of confiderable in- 
fluence, together with Holcar, had confe- 
derated to remove Nanah from his employ- 
ment, and reftore Ragobah, provided the 
council of Bombay would join them, and 
with a military efcort conduct him to Poa- 
hah. That each of thefe chiefs had the com- 
mand of 10,000 horie, and that Sindia, who 
was then abfentat the diftance of fixty leagues 
from Poonah, was fupppfed to be in .the 
lame intereft. At this, time Furlria, the 
commander of the Mahratta forces for, she 
minifters, was on the borders of the. Carna- 
tic, where he had invaded Hyder Ally, who 

/ ' • 
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In two engagements had totally defeated him. 
And Raja Ram, the nominal fovereign of 
the Mahratta empire, died the beginning of 
January, 

The council of Bombay thought great ad- 
vantage in the prefent circumftance might be 
reaped from this confederacy ; but as by the 
treaty of Porounder Ragobah was totally ex- 
cluded, it was judged proper that Saccaram, who 
was the principal aCtor in that treaty, lhquld, 
jointly with the other confederates, lend the 
propofal in writing and under feal ; this done, 
they promifed the concurrence delired, The 
1 2 th of December they advertized the Su- 
preme Council of the whole matter. The 
governor general looked upon this as a fa- 
vourable opportunity of counteracting the i 
Operations of St. Lubin, and therefore pro- 
pofed upon thofe conditions to authorize the 
Bombay council to conclude fuch an agree- 
ment, and promife them afliftance in men 
and money; the refolution palled, and ten 
lacks of roupies in bills were immediately 
forwarded tp Bombay ; and that council was 
pxprefsly enjoined tp adhere to the requifition 
that Saccaram and the other perfons Ihould 
fend the propofal under their feals and ligna- 

tures, 
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tures/and by no means to aft,^ uplels thalt 

in ^February 1778. 'v- : - ■- ^ ^ 


As it was judged that the council of Born- 
bay were not of ftrength fufficient fingly to 
carry fo great a defign into execution, nor to 
withftand the effeft of St. Lubin’s intrigues, 
ihould they fucceed fo far as to introduce a 
French army into the Mahratta Hate, it was 
thought prudent to have a force at hand, 
ready to aft as occafion Ihould require. The 
country between the Ganges and Bombay 
and Poonah was now well known, and no 
more thought impaflable for an army; the' 
governor general therefore propofed to fend, 
a detachment under Colonel Lefiie, -tiiiw* 
Officer of ability, through the inland cobntiy 
towards Bombay, which* might be at h&jjti' 
to aft as occafion Ihould require; Ttcdri-' 
filled of fix battalions of fepoys and one 
company of native artillery, which were 
to be joined by a regiment of cavalry and a . 
body of harfe from the province of Ovwfe ; 
thele were all to alfemble at Kulpee,iiear v the 
Jumna, and from thence probed, through' 
the cpvjntries of Booudelchiuid and j&ra^W 
ward? Bombay, . ’ 
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Colonel Leflie had ferved in the late war 
under General Wolfe, and by his zeal and 
activity had fo far recommended himfelf to 
the favour of that fuperior judge of military 
merit, that he was among the few diftin- 
guifhed friends to whom the general had by 
his will given honourable tokens of his re- 
gard. This reputation he had fuppo.nted in 
the courfe of his fervice in India, he had 
particularly diflinguifhed himfelf in the Ro- 
hilla war by a judicious attention and unre- 
mitting exertion in the duty of quarter- 
mafter-general, though part of the time la- 
bouring with the gout. His inftruftions were, 
“To proceed by the moft pra&icable route 
to Bombay, or fuch other parts as he fhould 
be directed to by the committee of that pre- 
fidency ; he was to prefer the route through 
the Boondelchund country and province of 
Berar, but if refufed by that Rajah, not to 
perfift, but according to his judgment and 
the refult of his enquiries vary his route, 
making it his firft care to reconcile the chiefs 
to his pafTage through their countries, but at 
all events to profecute his march, from the 
beginning of which he was to obey fuch 
orders from Bombay as were not contrary to 
the tenor of his inftrudtions. He was ad- 
vifed of the feveral letters written to the 

chiefs, 
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chiefs, ahd particularly the Rajah of Berar* 
to procure paflpOrts and fupplies of provi- 
fions ; and it was recommended to him to 
cultivate a good underftauding with them* 
particularly the latter ; he was authorifed to 
ufe every expedient neceflary for the fafety 
and fupply of the detachment without in* 
fringing the peace fubfifting with the Mah- 
ratta Rate, and to adhere to the treaty of 
Porounder : the ftrifteft order and difcipline 
was recommended, and every attention to 
prelerve any pollible imputation of blame* 
nor was he to aft offenfively, even at the re* 
quilition of the Bombay Council, unlefs they 
ihould declare that there was aftually a war* 
and he was to advertife them as frequently 
as poffible of his progrefs.” 

Thefe inftruftions correfponded with thofb 
given to Mr. Alexander Elliot ** who for 
his talents in negotiation, was unanimoufly 
chofen an Ambaflador to the Rajah of Berar* 
with whom the governor general had long 
kept a correfpondenee*. 

* Mr. Elliot Was brother to the (srefent Sir dilbert Eh 
Hot, and was a young man of furprizing knowledge, abi- 
lity, and diligence; unfortunately for the Company and 
his country, he died before he could execute his com* 
million. 

The 
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The revenues of this Raja amount to one., 
hundred and fifty lacks yearly and he is at 
the head of 30,000 horfe. 

. Modagee, related by blood to the Rajas o£ 
Poonah, had been adopted by Sahoo the pre- 
deceffor of Ram Raja, and looked to the fo- 
vereignty of the Mahratta Hate at the death 
of Sahoo ; but Ballagee, then Pailhwa, de- 
feated this fucceffion, and railed Ram to the 
throne: Ragogee, the father of Modagee, to 
allert his Ion’s right, marched with a conlider- 
able force to Poonah; hut the Pailhwa found 
means to appeafe him by conceffions of great 
value ; the moll considerable was the inde- 
pendence of all the Bouncelo pofleffions. In 
the year 1773 Shabagee, one of the fons of 
Ragogee, being then chief of Berar, had lent 
aVaqueel to Calcutta with an offer of al- 
liance. ; Mr» Haftings, then prefident of that 
government, propofed conditions limilar to 
thplh which had been granted tq Sujah Dou- 
|ah,.the Nabob of Qwde. Shabagee being 
Hain, this negociatioft dropped, and the change 
of government at Calcutta, by the forming 
of the Supreme Council, deftroyed the pro- 
babilit^ Of reftewing it ; yet the Vaqueel was 
ht^'lfaftings: kept lome time in hopes 

that 
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that there yet might offer an. opportunity 
of doing it with effed, but he had -lately 
lent him home. Modagee, when fettled* 
fent him back to Calcutta with a tender of a 
friendly alliance ; and Mr. Haftings, . fdre* 
feeing that the troubles in the Weft of India 
might draw the Eriglifh to take feme partin 
them, looked on this as a circumftance which 
might in feme event prove a fortunate connec- 
tion. On the determination of fending Colonel 
Leflie’s detachment, he wrote to Modagee, 
defiring a paffage through his country. The 
anfwer was moft friendly; he not only con-' 
fented, but promifed to fend to the banks of 
the Nerbuddah a quantity of grain and other 
neceffaries for the Englifh army, and a body 
of horfe to efcort them through his territory; 
and added, that he had written letters to Co- 
lonel Leflie to advife him of this. The efeorc 
and ftores were accordingly fent. 

The fituation of affairs convinced the go- 
vernor general more and more of the necefe 
fity of having feme refource to counterba- 
lance this intereft of the French ; it could 
not be doubted but that if matters in Europe 
proceeded to a war, the flames of it muft 
Spread to India, and the nation which found 

itfelf 
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'ltfelf dronged and bed prepared Would ftrike 
lome stroke againft the other. Bombay and 
* the pofieffions of the Englilh in that quarter 
were the parts mod liable to an attack ; the 
directors had warned the Supreme Council of 
this ; every circumdance warranted their con- 
jecture. Tliefe conjectures were but too well 
founded ; and fortunately the governor ge- 
neral had fomething yet dronger to 'decide 
him. Mr. Elliot, in his return from Eng- 
land to India, had palled through Paris, where 
he had the opportunity of learning the real 
6 lituation of things from perfons thoroughly 
indru&ed ; he was fully informed of thole 
deps which inevitably mud bring on a war. 
He knew the whole progrefs of them ; this 
he communicated to the governor general, 
who by this means faw his conjectures be- 
come a certainty. 

This made him turn his thoughts dill 
more drongly to Berar, and he relolved to 
make an alliance with the Raja Modagee, 
at lead defenlive ; but which might, accord- 
ing to the occalions furnilhed by events, be 
improved to an offenfive one. It was for 
this purpofe that Mr. Elliot was cholen to 

I go 
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go to the t)urbar of Modagee ; his infrac- 
tions were to the effect following i 

He was to form his judgment on the ac- 
tual Hate of that government, the intelligence 
he lhould receive from the neighbouring 
fates, and particularly the advices from. Bom- 
bay, and. regulate his proceedings accord- 
ingly ; r and as in the feveral matters he 
might treat of, fome were in their nature 
fuch, that what was flipulated muft be per- 
manent^ he was. not to conclude any articles 
concerning thefe without having communi- 
cated them to and received the approbation 
pf the Supreme Council ; but thole where 
the provifians were, only temporary and re- 
quired immediate decifion, he might conclude 
without fuch reference. 

That as the primary intention was a per- 
petual defenfive alliance, to have mutual in- 
terefts and reciprocal confidence mull there- 
fore be the ground- work: on thefe principles 
he lhould ftipulate, 

u That a mutual friendlhip lhould be 
eftablilhed between the two- govern- 
ments ? 
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hients j that the friends of one Ihould 
Jbe the friends of the other, and the ene- 
mies of one the enemies of the other. 

21 That a certain number of troops thou Id. 
be kept up within our frontier in the 
lleareft and moft convenient fitUation to 
liis dominions ; that a monthly fubfidy 
proportionable to the expence Ihould be 
paid by him. — This article was to con- 
tain a power to alter the numbers, or 
even decline or withdraw the whole. 

3. That on his part a body of cavalry 
fliould be kept up for the fervice of the 
government of Bengal* who (hould 110c 
be the native militia accuftomed to 
plunder, but regular troops; that the 
pay of thefe fhould be only when em- 
ployed — This article was not to be in- 
d'ifpenfable. 

Such were - his inftruitions as to the ar- 
ticles Upon matters permanent in their na- 
ture ; as to others which were temporary and 
required decifion and immediate activity, the 
grounds on which he was to regulate his con- 
duit, were as follow ; 

I 2 The 
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The refidence of Sr. Lubin at Poonah, and 
the intered he had cultivated with the mi- 
lliners, made it likely that fome droke 
might be expedit'd from thence, and as the 
probability was now that war exided between 
the French and Englifh, Bombay mud have 
been the fird to feel the effcdts of it. De- 
ligns yet greater might be in agitation, and 
an attack upon Bengal from the internal parts 
of India, with the abidance of the Mah- 
ratta force, was to be apprehended. The 
Bombay preiidcncy were authorized to affift 
in carrying on the plan communicated to 
them in December lad of excluding Nanah 
from the government, and redoring Rago- 
bah ; the detachment fent under the com- 
mand of Colonel Leflie was formed to fecond 
thefe endeavours; but the undertaking had 
failed in the principal part; the change 
among the miniders was effected, but Rago- 
bah not redo red. Thus deprived of the re- 
ifource hoped for in the friendlhip of Ra- 
gobah, and aiming at obdruCting the French 
intered and counteracting their lchemes, and 
it being dangerous without the fupport of a. 
powerful alliance for the detachment to pro- 
ceed on its fird dedination, it mud have 
been a mod delirablc thing to have a mutual 

intered 
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intereft, and to join our forces with thofe of 
Mocfagee. This was founded on very good 
reafons ; his dominions lie between thofe of 
the government of Bengal and the country de- 
pendent on the Paifhwa, and border on them 
and the country of the Nizam. There mull 
exift a natural jealoufy between his family 
and the government of Poonah: tl^eir ani- 
mofity had been increafed by many reciprocal 
a£ts of violence. Modagee had ftrong pre- 
tenfions to the fucceflion of the Raja Ram : 
he had a natural enemy in the Nizam. The 
fituation of all affairs in thofe parts was there- 
fore in the firft place to be learned. 

If the council of Bombay had not entered 
into new engagements with Ragobah or 
with the party governing at Poonah which 
clalhed with the following inftruCtions, and 
that a French force was at Poonah, or that 
Mr. Sr. Lubin was ftill there, or that no cir- 
cumftance offered to contradict what was al- 
ready known on that head, a direCt union 
with Modagee for carrying on a war againft 
the Mahrattas at Poonah, was to be offered : 
in all this great difcretion muft be ufed ; 
the principal aim being to defeat the French 
combination, to prevent their receiving af- 
I 3 fiftance 
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liftance in their attack upon Bombay, and tQ 
eftablifh a connection between the Englilh 
and the Mahratta Bate, to infure their fup- 
port againft the French, or any other nation 
with whom the English might be at war. 

The negotiation therefore was to be fu? 
fpendcd until through the information of the 
Bombay Council, or of Mr. Moftyn the re- 
fident at Poonah, the nature of their engage- 
ments Ihould be fully known ; there mu ft 
be an entire conformity to their meafures ; 
no offenfive plan whatfoeyer muft be adopted 
which could in any manner counteract them ; 
a defenfive one was, and ever to be, the main 
object. 

The Raja of Berar is a fovereign and in- 
dependent power. If the French intereft with 
the Poonah government wag diffolved, and 
np hoftile intention againft the Company fub-: 
lifted, the treaty concluded at Porounder with 
the Pajlhwa Narrein remained in full force ; 
apd no (engagement contrary to it muft be 
entered into : but this treaty was not contra^ 
dieted by a defenfiye alliance with' Berar, nor 
even by an offenfive one which regarded other 
power$ : npr by the precaution ofaft at ionary 

force 
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force on the frontier. In return, Modagee 
migjit expe& from the Company to be af- 
' lifted in aflerting his right to the Rajalhip, 
and in recovering the places conquered from 
his family by the Nizam ; the latter being 
foreign to our purpofe therefore nothing 
was to be concluded on that head unlefs an 
abfolute neceflity of it was apparent ; and 
then the ftipulation muft have been confined 
to the places taken by him lince the death of 
Jannogee. 

If the Nizam had joined the French or 
their allies at Poonah, then the terms pro- 
poled by Modagee were to be liftened to. If 
the profpeft in the fucceflion to the Raja- 
lhip was fair and probable, it would be right 
to treatTupon that matter ; our end in it 
would beanfwered by the exclufion of French 
influence : the pofitive advantage on bis fide 
iutitled us to demand fome return; as the 
full reimburfement of any charges the Com- 
pany Ihould be put to, the confirmation of 
all the ceffions made to the Bombay council 
by Ragobah and Futty Sing, and to the Su- 
preme Council of Bengal by the treaty of 
Porounder ;• in thele matters the council of 
I 4 Bombay 
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Bombay muft guide. No territory on the 
Bengal fide of India was defired. 

Notice to be lent to the council of Bombay 
and to Colonel Leflie of what fhould be con- 
cluded, 

He was to take fpecial care that no part 
fhould be taken in the difturbances annoying 
the Bouncelo family. 

Whatever agreements fhould be entered 
into, were not to be reftrained to the perfonof 
Modagee, but extend to his fucceflors. 

Thefe inftrudtions fhew the apprehenfion 
of the danger, and what remedy was conceived 
to be the moft efficacious. There was no 
jiecefiity of changing the fituation of the de- 
tachment from the Bengal fide of the Ner-t 
budda, or altering its deftinatiqn, till the 
Hate of affairs was fully known. It was at. 
band to aft according to the meafures which 
fhould be concerted with Modagee, If the 
firft fcheme failed, it was ready for the fe T 
cond ; if they both failed, it was near our 
frontier. When once the news of a war 
with France fhould arrive, it muff: decide 
what tneafures were abfolutely neeeffary. At 

4 
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all events that influence in the Mahratta ftate 
, was to bedeftroyed; for if once St. Lubin 
could bring troops and ftores to Poonah, what- 
ever party he efpoufed muft command obe- 
dience; and in that cafe Bombay would! not 
be the only object, the province of Owde 
muft be the fcene of ravage, and probably 
they might extend their views fo far as to 
dilute the pofteflion of Bengal *. 

Small is the dependence which in thofc 
cafes could be had on Bombay. Some other 
refource muft be found: Modagee, by his 

* The following incident (hews how juft were thefe ap- 
prehenfions. Mr. Elliot in his journey overtook Monf. 
Chevalier, chief of Chandernagore, at Cuttack on his way 
to Poonah, and prevailed on the Naib to aiCft in feizing 
him. Among his papers was found a letter from General 
Belcombe, dated Pondicherry, it July 1778, relating to 
the fituation of affairs between the Englifh and French na- 
tions, to which was this remarkable poftfcript : 

“ It would be proper for me to apprize the Mahrattas 
ft at Cuttack and Berar of the difpofition of the Englifh 
“ refpefting a war, which appears to be inevitable ; and 
“ that I fhould write to thofe at Poonah, that this is the 
“ moment to unite, in order to crufh that ambitious na- 
ft tion, who hath already met with confiderable lofTes in 
“ America, which they feek to repair by fubjefting all the 
‘ “ princ^. of India.” 

Other letters intercepted by the Bombay council fhewed 
the reality of the French defigns, and how much they at 
that time exerted their whole powers to bring them to 
jpaturity. 

fituation, 
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fituation, by his interns, and by his incli- 
nations, was the moft probable one. ' 

*Hie' advantages arifing from this fcheme 
muft be great. A body of ‘troops kept on 
our frontier in the manner propofed, increafes 
our force without any expence to us. The 
Berar cavalry is the beft in India: the fta- 
tion o/ the troops muft caufe a coneourft. of 
people in thole parts, which may bring into 
cultivation that region, now neglefted, though 
the foil is good and capable of fertility. An 
inland communication with Bombay and Ma- 
dras will be opened, and a barrier will be 
formed on that fide of our pofleffions. 

But a yet greater advantage follows this 
ftation : Nangpoor .* is the center of the pen- 
infula ; the army may thence convenient- 
ly reach the dominions of the furroundiug 
princes, and aft either for their defence or to 
their annoyance. They muft hehold our 
power and the poffeflions ceded to us with 
jealouly, which our European enemy is 
watchful to improve. The lofs of the norths, 
ern circars muft affeft the Nizam ; he was 
then in league with the French and the Poor 

* The capital of Berar. 

nah 
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nah miniftry ; his brother Bazaletjung, who 
Jiad for his life the poffeflionof the cir'car of 
jGontour, between the territory of the Na- 
bob of Arcot and that of Mazulipataig, had 
at this hour five hundred French in his fer- 
yice, which all the reprefentations and en- 
deavours of the council of Madras had proved 
jnafe&ual to remove from that country. No 
emplacement of pur troops could be lo for- 
midable to thofe princes as that near Berar. 
The bare infpe&ion of the map of India 
Ihews the importance of the fituation of that 
province in regard to the three great powers 
yvho bound our pofieffions. The prince of 
Berar i§ our natural ally ; he hath no inter- 
qourle with France : the firft ftep of the Poo- 
nah alliance muft have been an invafion of 
his territory to force him to lend his afliftance 
to their attack of Bengal. 

The trade of this province is another very 
material article : it produces the belt cotton 
in India, which is fpun into fine thread, and 
exported in that ftate to the dominions of the 
Company. The duties are at prefent high ; 
but even under this difadvantage thefe manu- 
factures yield the greateft profit of any brought 
from India. The Dutch, befides fpices, fend 
• great 
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great quantities of copper into Berar ; this 
articfe may be turned in our favour* “Tho» 
climate fome months in the year is compara- 
tively cold ; this may produce a demand for 
woollens. Many other advantages there may 
be which commerce itfelf will bring forth, 

■ ' . 

Anqther revolution in the Poonah niini- 
ftry demonftrated the afcendency of French 
influence. On the 2 5th of Auguft letters 
were received at Calcutta from Bombay, men- 
tioning that Nanah had recovered his rank 
and influence, upon which Morabah had ap- 
plied to them for immediate afliftance to con- 
duct Ragobah to Poonah, lending articles fub- 
fcribed by him and Butchabah ; Holcar 
agreeing to this by a feparate paper under his 
hand, that they approved of the propolal, 
but had deferred aCting in confequence to the 
month of September, that they might in the 
mean time be authorized by the Supreme 
Council, or receive directions from London, 
The anfwer authorized them to proceed, pro- 
vided what they Ihould undertake did not 
endanger their fafety, or prove contrary to 
any engagements which Mr. Elliot nfight 
have entered into with Modagee. This an- 
fwer was tranfmitted through him, who was 
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at the fame t.me to let them know the date 
of the negotiation. Thus by the mutual 
Pb'rrefpondence which muft arife from the 
obfervation of his inftru&ions with regard to 
that prefidency, it was probable that on ei- 
ther fide nothing could be done but what was 
belt adapted to the Hate of affairs in the Welt 
of fcdia. 


/Before the detachment marched the go- 
vernor general, to prevent any danger which 
might happen by Bengal being left open to 
a French invafion, had taken the following 
precautions : a naval force was prepared ; 
two Ihips of forty guns each had already 
joined Sir Edward Vernon, and there re- 
mained in the mouth of the Ganges two fri- 
gates and three cruifers, under the command 
of an excellent officer *, which, joined to 
what was already in that region, muft keep off 
any armament of our enemies, and cleanfe 
that fea from pirates which annually infeft it : 
and a fupply of troops in the room of that 
detachment was provided. The army was 
augmented with nine battalions of fepoys : 
the companies had before been augmented to 
eighty rank and file : thefe might upon oc- 

* Captain John Richardfon who had ferved with credit 
fa the late war. 

cafion 
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cafion be formed into four battalions of feve'n 
hundred men each. The artillery was aug- 
mented with twp companies of Europeans^ 
and four battalions of native artillery- men j. 
thefe,, with feme addition, are com poled of 
Lafcars* who have now the advantage of dif-' 
cipline given to their former laborious du- 
ties ; befides this, the militia, amounting! to 
one thbuland men, was embodied* Tl&Si 

with the alliance at Berar, muft fufncientiv 
* •> 

fecure Bengal by land : and there is no pro- 
bability of fuccefs to an invafion of it by 
fea ; for the ificonveniencies are too many 
and too eonfiderable : the feafm of fetting 
out ; the ieafon of arrival ; the number of 
troops ueceflary ; the quantity of ftores and 
ammunition of all kinds; the number of 
fhips of war and tranfports ; the length of 
Inch an, embarraffed voyage ; the chanCe of 
lols by iicknefs and death; ; on the landing 
the want of cattle, artificers, and coolies ; all 
thefe militate againft fuch an undertaking* 
'I lie true way of invading Bengal is through 
the provinces, by alliances with the powers- 
of thecouutry; the Mahrattas are the only 
power to lerve this purpofe, and a firm efta- 
blifhed friendfhip with Berar the moft effec- 
tualy way of preventing the effe&s of fuch an 
alliance. On the other hand, every thing 

calls 



OP BOMBAY. I 43 

calls them to Bombay * the neighbourhood of 
the' ^fahrattas, and the convenience of the 
of Choul, are advantages not to be met 
with in other parts of India. 

Whilft thefe things palled in Calcutta, 
the { proceedings at Bombay were, by the 
fluctuations at Poonah, rendered variable, and 
coujid not anfwer the warmth with ’which 
thj^at firfl: let out. On the 19 th of January 
1778, they received advice that an agreement 
had been figned at Poonah between the mi- 
nilters and St. Lubin, by which the French, 
were to have RowDunda or Choul, that they 
might the better carry in their troops and 
artillery. Upon this they relblved that no- 
thing but a change in the adminillration at 
Poonah could fecure the Company from the 
dangers and bad confequences of the alliance 
between the French and Mahrattas; and that 
there was no method of averting the evil im- 
pending, but by the Company taking a decifive 
part. They communicated this to the Su- 
preme Council, who approved it; .and re- 
commended to them to obtain the following 
conditions: 

u The perfonal fafety of Ragobah. 

2. That 
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2. That a fpecific fum be flipulated fat 
the military charges incurred by/this 
interpofition. 

3. That Baflein and its diftridt be ceded 
in perpetuity to the Company. 

4. An additional grant of territory adjadfent 
tof’Baflein and Bombay, in exchange vor 
Broach, the lands ceded by Futty SinV, 
and the Pergunnahs of Hanfood, Aftv* 
mood, and Derborah. 

5. That no European fettlement (hall be 
allowed in the Mahratta dominions, 
without the content of the Supreme 
Council ; but this to be only extended to 
the enemies of Britain. 

6. That afupply of ten lacks of roupies be 
immediately granted to the prefidency 
of Bombay for the fupport of their en- 
gagements. 

And at the fame time, that they might be 
prepared for all events, requefted the prefidency 
of Madras to have two hundred Europeans, 
half a company of artillery, and a battalion of 

fepoys 
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fepoys ready to march, to Anjengo, thence to 
bs_tranfported to Bombay, if required. 

l S 

'Saccaram was backward in putting his 
name to tKisT'inftrument, though he adled 
privately with the confederates. Morabah 
w^uld have taken the whole upon himfelf, 
arm engaged, that if the Englifh and he un- 
dcrftood each other, he would fettle the go- 
vernment in a month’s time ; but the Board 
m filled ; and this kept back the conclufion 
of a treaty between them- 

The difpofitions of the feveral powers of 
the Mahrattas and their armies in January 
1778, were as follows: Modagee Bouncelo 
was at Laeanwady Gaut, thirty cofs eastward 
of Aurengabad; Holcar was at his own vil- 
lage Banbgam, with 12,000 horfe, and five 
or fix thoufand Praeds refufing any corre- 
fpondence with Nanah. Sindia endeavour- 
ing to raife contributions on Janogee Patan- 
cars jaghire, near Rimetpore, had occafioned 
a Ikirmifh, in which Janogee was killed. 
Furkia had been again defeated by Hyder, 
and retreated to PanchmaGh, a place belong- 
ing to the Nizam, on the north bank of the 
Kriflna, in hopes of receiving affiftance from 

* Foot foldiers and (lingers. 

K Downfa, 
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Downfa, one of Nizam’s generals, who was 
encamped about twelve cofs from him. Hm- 
der Ally, in purluit of him had crofled fis- 
the north of Jongebodra. The Nizam, though 
ftrongly lolicited to join the Poonah force 
againfthim, refufed, unlefs the forts of Afhur 
and Armadanagur, formerly promifed, w<S r e 
delivered to him. Furkia was foon after yet 
more unfortunate ; for Badgee Punt Burwh, 
joined by fcveral other Mahratta chiefs, a% 
tacked and routed his army, taking three 
elephants, his cannon, and plundering his 
Buzar*, he cfcaping only with five hundred 
horfe. Thefe different events, and particu- 
larly the laft, were fatal to Nanah : his re- 
fource was to go to Porounder, in hopes, by 
the means of Saccaram, to perfuade Sindia 
to go to the afliftance of Furkia ; who, far 
from receiving afliftance from Downfa, had 
been by him defil ed to remove, from Panch- 
mach, and had retreated to Serapore twenty 
cofs north of Kriftna: his Icattered army 
there joined him, and he foon again ap- 
proached to Downfa, ftill retaining hopes of 
afliftance, notwithftanding his inclinations 
muft have been againft him, as he had * 
daughter contra&cd to Tippoo Sahed the fon 
* Buzar or Bazar, a market. 


of 
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of Hyder *. But thefe hopes were kept up 
by^his knowing that a Vaqueel from the Ni- 
had been fent to Poonah. The refult 
of Nanal^s^conference with Saccaram was 
a' refolution to~ endeavour by ail means to 
procure the afliftance of Holcar and Sindia 
to ^Furkia, and to fend him money and 
30P0 men. Shortly after, in the month of 
March, he was again furprized, and his 
vvjjhole force was reduced to 3000, with 
whom he retreated along the Kriftna. towards 
Meritz. 

Thus the whole of the Mahratta ftate was a 
feene of confufion : each chief folely intent 
upon his private concerns, watching to ad- 
vance his own interells as occafion lhould 
offer, and all in continual diftruft of each 
other. Through all this chaos the party 
againft: Nanah continued their fcheme of 
changing the government, and their inter- 
courle with Mr. Moftyn ; but Saccaram ftill 
delayed his fignature to the requeff of aflift- 
ance from Bombay. At laft Mr. Moftyn 
was allured by the confederates, that on the 

* Whether this alliance or other caufes made him the 
object of the Nizam’s fupiclous, he was within a Ihort 
time after taken off. 

K z 
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* 

2 2d of March Morabah, Butchaba, and Hol- 
car would move, that in five or fix d'ays 
they would appear on Porounder plain vsftfnT 
2 c,ooo men; that Saccaram waited for that 
event fully to declare himtelf, and would 
give Mr. Moftyn entire fatisfadtion ; that 
thev fhould leizc and imprilon Nanah ; jrhat 
Morabah would write to the prefident, kind 
alfo to i\ agobah, which letters lhould beW- 
comnanied with the Bui Bundar, whicl> is 
an oath of fidelity; that Ilolcar would alio 
write to R agobah. 

On the 26th about noon Morabah and 
Tome other chiefs encamped on the oppoiitc 
fide of the river with 10,000 horfe. A de- 
tachment of fifty horfe entered Poonah, 
twenty-five of which marched to the palace, 
the others patrolled the ftreets, directing th* 
inhabitants in Ragobah’s name, to keep quiet- 
ly to their occupations, and promiiing i'afety 
for perlon and effedts to thole who lhould do 
lo. An hour after Morabah arrived and went 
diredtly to the palace, where, paying his re- 
• Ipccts to Perwetty Bah *, he received from 

her 

* Perwetty Bah was the wife of Subadah, who had 
bee* confined with the widow of Naron in the fort of Po- 

rounder, 
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herX/the firpaw of Duan *, he began by 
irJ/i&Mug bis own people in the room of thofc 
who were^the guard, whom he difmifled : 
the houfe of the Duan who had been ap- 
pointed by Nanah had l'ome of thofe new 
gua'ds placed upon it. He then publickly 
received the compliments due to his ftation, 
after which he returned to his tents t>n the 
otljer fide of the river, where he was to meet 
rfolcar, who had advanced to the diftance 
of three cofs ; Saccaram lay diftant about fix 
cofs. They were ail to join in the morn- 
ing, when their whole force would amount 
to 30,000, and march to Porounder, whence 
they were to fend a perlon of confequence to 
Bombay, who fiiould attend Ragobah to 
Poonah. On the 30th of March an agent 
arrived at Bombay, lent by them, who in 
their name defired that no time (hould be 
loft in lending Ragobah to Poonah ; but no 
particular propofals were mentioned. The 
Bombay council, in fo turbid an appearance, 
could not determine what direction to give 
minifter at Poonah ; they left his conduit there 


rounder, and after the death of Naron’s widow, had the 
care of the infant Paifhwa. It is not eafy to conceive how 
flic came to be fo intrufted. 

* Duan is treafurer, and principal minifler, 

K 3 to. 
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to his own difcretion, and his regard fojr-fche 
interefts of the Company : but at the 
time that they might be r^gdy-ttf profit by 
any events favorable, and which led to de- 
cifion, they determined to prepare three hun- 
dred Englifh infantry, two companies or ar* 
tillery lafcars, with a fuitable field train* 
Colonel Egerton was to command this body, 
next in command to him was Colonel Cobk- 
burn. 

The afpect of affairs at Poonah now pro- 
mifed the eftablifhment of Ragobah. On the 
zSth of March Nanah was at the foot of the 
hill of Porounder with 5000 men. All his 
endeavours to cncreafe this force were vain ; 
he was therefore compelled to fubmit to ac- 
cept conditions from the party of Saccaram 
and Morabah ; he agreed to accept an infe- 
rior office, Saccaram and Morabah were to 
be guarantees for his life and treafures. Jn 
this agreement no mention was made of Ra- 
gobah. The effect of this union was that 
Nanah’s political fyftem gained ground : Mr. 
Moftyn found that Morabah was not willing 
to abandon Baffein; and he wrote to the 
council, that Ragobah muft not depend on 
a force to receive him there, that it could 

be 
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be had only from Bombay, and lhould con- 
of at leaft two battalions, with a fuitable 
tiain of artillery. 

' Ragobah, on the other hand, giving full 
flfope to his hopes, and (hutting his eyes to 
all difficulties, was extremely preffing for 
his departure. The council remon ft rated 
againft this impatience, infilling that it was 
‘hot proper to move, until a regular invn 
tation, luch as had at firft been promiled, 
(hould have come from Poonah. To this he 
anfwered, that his appearance would bring 
matters to a conclufion ; that for want of it 
his partifans would imagine that the Englilh 
were backward in his caufe, which muft di- 
fpirit them, and might tempt them to make 
terms with his enemies ; that this was a 
crifis not to be neglected ; that, added to 
(ome force which he had at Culwa oppofite 
Tanna, the troops that could be furnifhed 
from Bombay were fully lufficient to com- 
plete his re-eftabli(hment. He aflented to 
confirm the treaty of Surat, and exprefled 
his willies to enter into an alliance oftenfive 
and defenfive, which Ihould be bound by the 
ftrongeft ties : he promifed to grant Pergun- 
nahs contiguous to Bombay, for a fecurity of 
K 4 pay- 
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payment of the troops. At the lame time 
he defired that the Britilh commander Ihot&L, 
have orders from the council not to inter- 
meddle with his government-f^Tid’ fie inti? 
mated that all the grants of territory yielded 
by his enemies to the Nizam and other pow- 
ers (hould be refumed. 

The ^Mahratta chiefs ftill continued iij 
their encampments. Mr. Moftyn, on the' 1 
1 oth of April was requefted by a particular 
letter from the Durbar, fealed with the great 
leal, to go to that near Currich, where he was 
met by Morabah, who told him that Gopal 
Naique Tumbackar (who was the brother of 
Butchaba) was to be lent immediately to 
Poonah, and requefted him to meet them 
at Nanah’s camp near Porounder hill, where 
they were then going He acquiefced, and 
was received with due ceremony, and marks 
of regard in a public tent, and introduced to 
the Durbar, where were prefent Saccaram*. 
Morabah, Nanah, Butchaba, and feveral 
other chiefs, particularly Gopal Naigue Tum- 
backer. Great civilities were Ihewn him ; 
but a final fettlement with the Company was 
put off to Ragobah’s arrival. Saccaram re- 
quefted that Mr. Moftyn would accompany 

the 
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the ^j>erfon they were to lend to Bombay; 
e and, tfpon his enquiring into the ftate of the 
French alliance, he was anfwered, that they 
had th£n undet sionlideration the immediate 
difmiflion of St. Lubin. The next day Tum- 
backer told him that on the morrow he was 
to fet out ; that a Durbar would be held for 
that purpofe ; that after calling at Pponah, 
he would proceed to Tanna. On the 1 6th 
"Mr. Moftyn had another conference with the 
chiefs, who requefted that he would aflure 
, Ragobah of their good intentions, and that 
they intreated him not to be induced by any 
reports to believe the contrary. Mr. Moftyn 
then took leave of Morabah. Notwithftand- 
ing thofe fair appearances things were far 
from being in a prolparous way : unaccount- 
able remoras to T umbackers journey appeared 
from day to day upon frivolous pretences, the 
principal of which were that fome parti- 
cular flipulations were to be made with Ro- 
gobah, and fome objections that he made to 
the perfon of Tumbacker, whom he exprefsly 
defired not to be fent on this deputation to 
him, were to be anfwered and got over. 
Neither did matters go on fmoothly at Bom- 
bay : that council had received notice from 
Bengal of the intended march of the detach- 
ment, 
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merit, and of Mr. Elliot’s embafiy. ^The 
' majority of them conceived that things at 
Poonah wore fo favourable an afped/ that 
with their own force, w ithetriTaiTy "alliance, 
they would be able to bring matters to gi fa- 
vourable conclufion ; and therefore that there 
was no occafion for the Bengal detachment. 
Upon this they refolved to write to the com- 
mander not to proceed in his march, but re- 
main with his detachment at Culpee. The' 
reafbns they gave were, that the difficulties 
to be encountered in the country which lay, 
between Culpee and Bombay were unfur- 
mountable, and therefore the march imprac- 
ticable, and expofing the Company’s troops 
without neceflity : that it was not poffible to 
procure for them either pafles or provifions ; 
that the apprehenfions exprefled by the Su- 
preme Council of a war with France, and of 
attacks upon Bombay were not grounded ; 
and therefore the expence occafioncd by fuch 
an undertaking was not warrantable. MefT. 
Draper and Stackhoufe difiented from this 
reiolution ; they were of opinion the fituation 
of the prefidency was not altered either in 
refped of the French or the Mahrattas ; that 
it was well known the French had defigns 
, againft Choul. The event has fhewn how 

m- 
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ill*^ounded was the reafoning of die majority 
on every point. Perhaps there were other 

motives- which occafioned this refolve. The 

» »/-*•'** * 

detachment, had it reached Bombay, would 
lijtye had the honour of all the advantages 
which were infured by the junction of the 
forces : this has fo often influenced chiefs, 
and commanders in all ages, that attributing 
it to the majority of this council cannot be 
Judging hardily. Notwithftauding the op- 
pofition of Mr. Draper and Mr. Stackhouie, 
on the 2 2d of April, the council wrote to 
the commander of the detachment, defiring 
he would flop at Culpee, and not proceed 
till he fliould hear further from them. Ra- 
gobah’s impatience, which daily increafed, 
made him look over all difficulties ; he prefled 
more and more the departure of the troops, 
and his own : he repeated the detail of ad- 
vantages that would immediately follow the 
open and avowed declaration of the Englilh, 
that they fupported his caule. He defired to 
dire& his march by Callian, where he af- 
firmed that Vifiagee Punt, a confiderable 
chief, was upon his appearance ready to de- 
clare for him, and join his ftandard. He of- 
fered to put the Company into the immediate 
pofleflion of Baflein, and defired a Hate of his 

account, 



i 5 6 AN ACCOUNT 


account, and the produce of the Pergunrghs 
to be afligned to the Company for the pay- 


ment of their troops. But his affai l rs-.at Poo- 
nah were far from the fituatlbn the appiltent 
zeal of Morabah and Saccaram had repj/e- 
fonted. 


The Poonah Durbar were very uneafy at the 
march of the detachment from Bengal. The 
reafon given for it to them both from the 
Supreme Council and Bombay, having been 
the danger that rauft accrue to the Englifh 
Settlement from the French being in poflef- 
fion of Choul, they detired to know if St. 
Lubin’s immediate difmillion would Satisfy 
the council, fo far as to induce them to flop 
its march ; they made cxcules for his having 
been permitted to remain there fo long ; al- 
lowing that lome promifes had been made, 
they aflerted that it was done only with a 
delicti to amule him ; they repeated their 
former reafons for the delay of Tumbacker; 
but, upon the whole, they evaded granting 
the duflucks or paffports for facilitating that 
inarch through the Mahratta territories. 

The Bombay council on the 15 th of May 
font their orders to Mr. Mollyn to Speak pe- 
remptorily 
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remptorily to the Poonah Durbar, that they 
fhot>ld declare whether they confidered the 
treaty of Porounder as fubfifting, and the 
Mahratta fiate to be bound by it ; to demand, 
agreeably to that treaty, the poflelfion of a 
country producing three lacks near Broach ; 
to infill upon the countries ceded by Futty 
Sing as they had not produced the proofs 
required by the treaty; to demand 'an ex- 
^jalicit declaration concerning their engage- 
ments with the French ; and to require an 
anfwer in fourteen days ; telling them pofi- 
tively that a further delay or evafion would be 
conftrued into a refufal, and that the council 
fiiould ad in confequence. 

At the fame time they took off the re- 
fir ai nt they had laid on the march of the de- 
tachment, and direded the commander to 
advance toward the coaft. The reafon they 
gave for their change of opinion was the 
continuation of the French refident at Poo- 
nah *, and the apparent bad dilpofition of the 
Durbar to the Englilh. 

Morabah 

* Advices were received at Bombay that General Bel- 
combe, commander at Pondicherry, had come to Mahc in 
a lixty gun Ihip; the council judging this to be the effcdt 

of 
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Morabah had a meeting with St. Lubin, 
at which he told him that the Englifo jea- 
loufy made it neceflary, he (hould ablent* 
himfelf for a time, but it fliould>«Jiot alter 
the friendfhip of the Mahratta nation'fo the 
French. 

St. Lubin had undertaken to Morabah to 
bring io Poonah 2000 Europeans within fif- 
teen months, or at leaft before the detach-^ 
ment from Calcutta could arrive at its defti- 
liation. The Poonah Durbar Wrote at the 
fame time to the Supreme Council to defire * 
they would recal the detachment, upon this 
ground, that they were complying with the 

of St. Lubin’s intrigues, and fearing the confequences re- 
queued Sir Edward Vernon to defer his departure, who 
promifed to employ his frigates in fearching the whole 
coaft, but added' that he could not lofe any time, but 
mud proceed to Madras. General Belcombe’s deftination 
was (aid to be Surat, where he was to Aay during the 
rains; he did arrive atTillichery on the 3d of April 1778, 
in the Brilliant, a (hip of fixty-four guns, and brought three 
hundred Europeans, who landed at Mahe. He got, pof- 
feffion of a fmall fort by the ceftion of the prince of Cher- 
rica, who had orders for that purpofe from Hyder Ally, 
yhofe vaflal he was. This pofleflion was of coufequence, 
as it commanded the approaches to Fort St. George upon 
Green Hill which is the key to Mahe. Monf. Bellcombe 
was to leave Mahe the 26th of April, and return to 
Pondicherry. It was affirmed the Brilliant brought two 
hundred fohjters from Mangabore. 


treaty 
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treaty of Porounder, that they fmcerely in- 
tended bringing Ragobah to Poonah ; that it 
jvas delayed only as it was neceflary that 
Furkia, who was advancing with a large 
force, *fhould be confulted ; that Monf. St. 
Lubin was dilpatched; that his Ihip had 
brought nothing but merchandize : and that 
they meant in all things peace and amity 
with the Englilh. 

In truth Morabah had urged St. Lubin to 
depart, that he might fooner bring the troops 
4>romifed, but he Hill remained at Poonah, 
faying he would fend letters which would 
bring them as foon as he could do, if he in. 
perfon went for them. The Durbar at the 
lame time wrote to Modagee Bouncelo, de- 
firing that he would, if pollible, by fair 
means perfuade the commander of the detach- 
ment to return, and if he could not liicceed 
by fair means to do it by force. 

St. Luhin had, in the month of March 
preceding, written to the captain general at 
Goa for leave for two French regiments to 
pafs through the Portugueze territories, and 
to the governor of Damaun for a permiffion 
for the Freneh to ule that port ; both thefe 

requefts 
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*equefts were with great civility refilled, aai 
they might tend to a mifunderftanding be- 
tween the two crowns of Great Britain andL 
Portugal, who were in llridt alliance and 
friendlhip ; but liberty was granted fbl their 
Ihips to refrelh in the Portugueze harbours, for 
which purpofe they Ihould be allowed fifteen 
days. St. Lubin in anfwer endeavoured to 
recon tile him to his requefty and added, that 
though to yield to the Englilh jealoufy, he 
was obliged to leave Poonah, he Ihould not'do" 
lo without having fully effected his bufinels. 

•i 

It was evident that the Durbar were feek- 
Jng delays, that the rains might come on 
before any thing was concluded* If they 
could retard the march of the detachment 
until that time, they reckoned the rains would 
then ftop their progrefs, and during that in* 
terval the force might arrive which had been 
promifed by St. Lubin, who, notwithftanding 
the promile of Morabah, remained at Poo- 
nah. Hence frelh occalions of delays Were 
found on each application of Mr* Moftyn for 
the duftucks or pafl’ports. At laft, he feeing 
that the diflenfions in the- Durbar ftill con*- 
tinued, and that Sindia and Holcar infilled 
on Ragobah’s being brought to Poonah, ap- 
plied 
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plied to them feparately, and they readily 
granted him every order he delired for the 
fafe and undifturbed paffage of the detachment 
through their refpe&ive dominions* 

The prefidency of Madras* in coilfequence 
of letters from the governor and Supreme 
Council, had determined to lend to ^Bombay 
the aid they had requeued : they received 
■betters dated the 29th of April, with advice 
of this i and now once more varied their or- 
ders for the route of the detachment, direct- 
ing their march to Surat* 

An attempt was made, about this time, by 
a relation of the infant Paifhwa, who was 
one of his attendants, to fteal his perfbn from 
the fort; he had carried the child half way 
down the hill before he was difcovered ; there 
being flopped, he was lent to prifon, and the 
child was carried back into the fort* 

On the 1 2 th of June the Bombay Council 
received notice from Mr. Baldwin at Grand 
Cairo of. the fituation of affairs between the 
Englifh and French nations* and the ftate of 
War they were in* 

L 


The 
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The uncertainties at Poonah Hill conti- 
nued. Nanah, leaving his retreat had gone 
to Sindia, who received him, and promifed 
him fuppOrt. They lent to all the officers, 
requiring their acknowledgment of them as 
the minifters of the Pailhwa, 

Ragobah now informed the council that 
both parties had applied to him, and that 
even without the appearance of an Englilh 
force he might proceed to Poonah, fure of 
fuccefs there. He allowed that both were 
his enemies ; but faid their difcord was fo 
great that nothing could go on, which drove 
them to this application ; and he undertook, 
that his march would not be attended with 
any oppofition, efpecially if the Englilb force 
appeared with him, and that the carrying the 
cannon through the Gauts, and a fupply of 
provifion Ihould be his care. 

On the other hand Morabah was retreat- 
ing from Poonah, having delivered the feals 
and the enfigns of office to Holcar, who fent 
them to Sindia, by whom, they were deli- 
vered to Nanah, whereby he was once more 
eftablilhed in the Durbar ; but a very conli- 
dera ble^n umber of adherents remained to 

Morabah, 
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Morabah, and it was probable, that this 
conteft would not end without flaughter. 
Nanah’s force in a manner furrounding Poo- 
nah and Porounder fort, and occupying all the 
paflages in the mountains. He treated with 
Holcar as well as Sindia, and offered each 
of them immenfe fums if they would efpoufe 
his caufe. • 

Nanah and Morabah each now wifhed in- 
terviews with Mr. Moftyn, who could not 
form a judgment which of them would ulti- 
mately get the better. He had procured 
a copy of the paper delivered by Nanah to 
St* Lubin on the 13th of May 17 78, ex- 
prefsly requiring the afli fiance of France, 
to puniih a nation who had raifed up an 
“ infolent head, and whofe meafure of in- 
“ juftice was full and in reward of this aid 
promifing a jaghire to be granted from the cir- 
car of the Paifhwa. About the fame time the 
Durbar had fent an anfwer to Mr. Moftyn’s 
reprefentations, no way favourable, but in- 
filling, that they had in every fenfe complied 
* with the treaty of Porounder. The council, 
on the 24th of June, refolved to have every 
thing in readinefs to land their forces to ac- 
company Ragobah, whenever it Ihould aj>- 
L 2 pear 
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pear that the paffes in the mountains were 
free* 

Mr. Moftyn being returned to Bomba/, and 
having given the feleCt committee there all 
his information, and remarks on the preced- 
ing fads and difpofition of affairs, the nature 
of the# country through which the troops 
muff march iu cafe of their joining Ragobah^ 
in his march to Poonah, which he repre- 
fented as Very practicable to infantry ; the 
committee, on the 21ft of July 1778, re- 
folved unanimoufly, that the Durbar’s an- 
fwers were a violation of the treaty of Po- 
rounder. That the fituation of affairs in 
Europe, and the reftoration of Nanah Fur- 
neze, created a neceffity of immediate mea- 
fures to effeCt the fubverfion of that party 
which was connected with the French in 
fchemes hoftile to the Company, and for 
eftablifhing at Poonah an adminiftration with 
whom a fecure and permanent alliance could 
be maintained. That for that end Ragobah 
muff be placed in the regency, with a pro- 
vifb that the government and Sicca * be con- 
tinued in the name of thePaifhwa duri .ig his 

The feal. 

minority, 
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minority, and lhould be furrendered to him 
at his legal age; that Morabah lhould he 
acquainted that they will heartily join in this 
plan ; that an order lhould now be lent to 
th'e'commander of the detachment to purfue 
the moft eligible route to Junier or Zener *, 
avoiding in his march the proximity of Au- 
rengabad, or any part of the Nizam’s do? 
minions. 

On the 1 1 th of July Morabah had been 
feized by 2000 men of Sindia’s force, and 
kept in the camp ; at the fame time all who 
were known to efpoufe his caufe were feized 
likewife, among whom were Vifagu Pont 
Binny, and Butchaba. Nanah had the name 
of minifter, but Sindia had in reality the 
whole power ; Saccaram was not lo much as 
confulted, and it was probable that both he 
and Nanah would be foon confined, and Sin- 
dia a& openly alone. Soon after both Mora? 
bah and Butchaba were confined in different 
forts, Mr. Lewis the refident at Poonah, by 
the renewal of the obftacles to his.correlpon- 
dence, foon found the influence of Nanah’s 
government. That party now a&ed as if 

* So called in Jeffries’s map. 

h 3 tfW 
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the continuance of their power was fecure, 
the armies of Sinaia and Furkia each day de-* 
creafed, by their difcharging numbers of their 
horfe. 

The governor general and Supreme conn* 
cil in the beginning of this month took pof- 
feffion of Chandernagore, and wrote to the 
prefidenty of Madras to order a fufficient 
corps of troops to be in readinefs to march to^_ 
Pondicherry, affirming that the war was 
now certain, and that if they had not re- 
ceived advices or orders to the contrary from 
England, they ffiould proceed to hoftilities ; 
beginning by the attack of that place which 
would be their firfl, as the fettlement of 
Mahi or Mahe ffiould be their fecoiid cap-* 
ture, 

Freffi propofals came now from Napah 
and that party to Ragobah, all which he re- 
jected, and infilled upon either being regent, 
and having the cuftody of the infant Paifh-r 
wa, or a partition in equal 'parts' of the "pot 
fcffions of the Paifliwa family, whereof one 
lhare Ihould be his. Oh the 1 6th of Auguft 
the prefident acquainted the committee, that 
OP this refufal the meflenger from Nanah 
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had applied to him ; but this application 
being verbal no further notice was taken of 
it Sindia, after telling Saccaram, that his 
age prevented his being ufeful, had ordered 
him to his houfe, and no more to inter* 
meddle, and had placed a guard on him. 

Hyder Ally had now taken Darwar, and 
was marching towards Merits in order to at- 
tack it, on which the Durbar ordered a force 
to oppofe him. Befides this misfortune, 
they were embarrafled by the difobedience of 
particular chiefs ; Nanah had fent orders to 
the Killidar of Amdanagur that he ftiould 
deliver his fort to Sindia, the Killidar re- 
plied, he held it for Ragobah ; and not only 
refufed to furrender it, but feized three Jacks 
of roupies which belonged to Nanah, -and 
were returning from Aurengabad, where they 
had s been fecured for him during the late 
troubles. 

St. Lubin had been difmiiTed by Nanah, 
but remained at Damaum, and a continual 
correfpondence was kept up between him 
and Monf, Briancourt the French refideut at 
Surat, upon their feheme of procuring troops 
to arrive atChoul, and thence proceed to 
L 4 Poonah ; 
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Poonah ; and by intercepted correlpondenco 
with Pondicherry, it appeared that Nanah 
had hot only required the aid of France as 
abovementioned, but that it was ftipulated 
that the French Ihould, as foon as it Was 
pra&icable, move againft the Englilh, for 
which firft fervice they ihould receive twenty 
lacks of roupies, and ten lhips with fepoys ; 
and upon, their attacking Bombay they Ihould 
receive twenty lacks more i by one of thole let- 
ters, on pretence of the war being begun, they " 
demanded payment of the firft twenty lacks. 

* i 

It was now the 1 2th of October, when 
Mr. Carnac delivered a minute to the Bom- 
bay council, reprefenting that much tin^e had 
palled fince the 21ft of July, on which day 
they had relolved to affift Ragobah, the inr- 
conveniencies of a delay, and the advantages 
which might be taken of the prefent fituation 
pf the Poonah Durbar diftraflted by divifions, 
and their army not yet alfembled : this was 
leconded by the information and opinion of 
Mr. Moftyn, who added, that the adherents 
to Morabah muft conclude, if this opportunity 
was fuffered to flip, that Ragobah was given 
pp. He further faid, as to the diftance at 
Which the detachment ftill was, that though 
.. " ' ■■ 
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it might have been of more material advan- 
tage if nearer ; yet even in its then prelent 
fituation, which was near Sindia’s capital, it 
would be of great ufe by keeping him in awe, 
and thus facilitate their enterprize, whilft on 
their fide, that enterprize by fixing the at- 
tention of the Durbar, would prevent the ob- 
ftacles which might otherwife annoy and re- 
tard the march; and he added, that the 
longer the execution of the refolve was de- 
layed, the greater the French influence, and 
the more effectual the preparations at Poo- 
nah would prove ; on which it was relolved 
by the majority (Mr. Draper diffenting) that 
the refolution of the 21ft of July for con- 
ducing Ragobah to Poonah be forthwith 
carried into execution ; and Mr. Lewis was 
directed to hold himfelf ready to leave Poonah 
at a moment’s warning. 

On the 3d of November the refident and 
whole French factory at Surat were made 
prifoners of war by orders from Bombay, 
They continued fome time at Surat confined 
# to their garden, being permitted to remain 
there to prevent inconvenience in their pri- 
vate arrangements ; but it was foon found 
that intrigues were carrying on for the deli- 
■ very 
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very of the caftle of Surat to the Mahrattaa, 
|ii which they had a confiderable fhare ; they 
were then transferred to Bombay, 

At this time news was received there that 
Pondicherry had, on the 1 8th of O&ober, 
furrendered to the Englilh, by which event 
the government of Madras were enabled to 
lend a detachment to reduce the French fettle* 
ment at Mahe. This reduction was fooru 
after completed, 

On the 4th of November the council, to 
carry their plan into execution, appointed a 
committee, confifting of Mr, Carnac, Colo- 
nel Egerton, and Mr. Moftyn, which was 
called the Poonah committee ; it was to make 
the arrangements proper for that fervicc, to. 
communicate the intentions of the Board to 
Ragobah, and finally to fettle with him the 
previous conditions on which the affiftance 
was given. Colonel Egerton, who, at the 
time of appointment, did not fuppofe they 
Were to accompany him in that capacity on 
the intended expedition, and therefore had. 
approved the meafure, now protefted againfb 
it, as being contrary to the orders of the Di- 
rectors, and as unnecefl'ary, inafmuch as no 

negotiation 
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negotiation could take place on the road, 
upon which the orders of the feleifc commit- 
tee could not be had in a Ihort time, and as 
the orders of the Directors were, that in the 
abfence of the commander, the fele£t com-? 
mittee Ihould confift of the governor, and le- 
cond and fourth in council, the abfence of 
Mr. Carnac who was fecond, would prove a 
diredt breach of thole orders. Mf. Draper 
on this laft ground adhered to him, but it 
was carried by the governor’s calling vote, 
that two would be a fufficient feledt com-* 
mittee, and the meafure paffed. 

Things were again retarded by a differ- 
ence with Ragobah. A circular letter was 
prepared to be ilfued by him on his landing 
on the continent, in which, afl’uming no 
higher titles than thole ufed by Badgerow 
in the treaty of 1739, he declared that his 
view was only to take the adminillration 
out of improper hands, and exercile the re- 
gency during the minority of the young 
Pailhwa, in which he would conduct affairs, 
and continue the Sicca in the Paifhwa’s 
name. This letter being Ihewn to him 
he objected to thole claufes, but afterward 
{eetxied to acquielce, on condition the council 
Wovild tend him the further furn of three 
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lacks of roupies, and fumilh fome military 
{lores ; but the letter being left with him, he 
made alterations therein, whereby it differed 
widely from the intent propofed ; affuming 
in the title a name of dignity which belongs 
only to a Paifhwa, and totally omitting the 
claufes relating to the adminiftration and 
Sicca. It was refolved, that if he did not 
acquiefee in the form prefented to him, and 
accede to the propofed conditions, the bufi- 
nefs fhould proceed no further. 

After fome confideration he confented to 
the terms propofed in the letter, withal de- 
firing that it might be reprefented to the 
Company, that he infilled that child was 
fuppofitious, and that in cafe he could prove 
it he Ihould be at liberty to afiume the Paifh- 
wafhip ; if he could not, that a partition 
might be made of the country, and its govern- 
ment, agreeable to the law of the Gentoos, 

Three lacks of roupies were now advanced, 
and 1500 mufkets and five field pieces 
granted to him, the committee reprefenting 
that as the Englifti troops would have more 
than fufficient, a greater number would be 
an incumbrance. 

• Thu 
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The body ordered for the fervice confided 
of 143 artillery, with 500 Lafcars, 448 
rank and file European infantry, and 2278 
fepoys, making in the whole, officers included, 
3900 men. 

The treaty fettled’ with Ragobah was to 
the effeft of the abovementioned coAditions ; 
and by the lad article the treaty of Surat 
was in every point confirmed, and the fol- 
lowing places afeertained as the pofleffions of 
the Company : 

Baflein fort and town with its diftri&s and 
full dependencies : Jambofieir and Orpad, 
and the ifland of Canary ; an afiignment upon 
the Pergunnah of Occlafier for 75,000 rou- 
pies a year : all the fmall places belonging 
to the diftrift of Salcet, which were to be 
reftored ; and the Pergunnahs of Affimood 
and Hanlood ; regular funnuds were to be 
iffiied under the Paiffiwa’s Sicca for the abfo- 
lute free grant of all thefe places ; befides, 

He engaged to pay for the 4000 men 
with which he was to be affifted, two lacks 
and a half of roupies a month. No Eu« 
ropean fettlements were to be allowed in the. 

Mahratta 
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Mahratta dominions, without the confent of 
the Company or their reprefentatives. And 
it was agreed that if afiy article of this treaty 
interfered with any engagements which might 
have been taken by the Supreme Council, it 
ftiould be liable to be altered or amended. 


This Was fettled on the 1 8 th of Noverrt* 
her, with one condition more, in regard to 
the cuftody of the perfbn of the child during 
his infancy ; a6 he dreaded that if Morabab 
had that cuftody it would in effedt give him 
the power of government, and thereby the 
feene of troubles would be renewed, it Was 
ftipulated the care of his perfon ftiould be 
committed to Perwetty Boy, and if flie ftiould 
refufe to accept, or after acceptance chufe to 
refign it, he ftiould be difpofed of in the man* 
ner moft conducive to his fafety, and the 
honour of the contracting parties. On the 
a 7th of November he affixed . Ills feal to this 
treaty. The council advanced him another 
lack of roupies, fo that he received in the 
whole four lacks. 

• 

On receiving intelligence that the ttlifti- 
ftsrs at Poonah were making preparations to 
oppofe the intended march $ it Was refolded 

to 
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to expedite it ; and Colonel Egerton alluring 
( that every thing was ready, the troops were 
ordered to march out of the- ifland the 2 2d 
of November. In the mean time all com- 
munication with the continent was Hopped, 
and orders were fent to Mr. Lewis to provide 
for his own fafety. 

Captain Stewart was with the flrft divi- 
• lion to proceed by the way of Apta and fe- 
cure Bore Gaut, and Colonel Egerton him- 
,lelf was with the other divifion, which had 
proceeded under the command of Colonel 
Cay, to leize Billapore. 

On the 2 5 th of November Captain Stewart 
had, without having met any oppofition, 
taken pofleffion of the Gaut, and the fort of 
Candoli, where Mr. Lewis reached him in 
fafety; and Colonel Egerton on the 2 6th en- 
camped at Panwell with the remainder of 
the army. 

By the ioftru&ions given to the committee 
on their proceeding to join the army, the 
line was drawn between their fun&ions and 
thofe of the commander, giving them the 
foie management of all matters of negotia- 
tion. 
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fcion, the execution of the general plan 0/ 
the expedition, and the determination of all 
points relative thereto ; but they wdfe prohi* 
bited from intermeddling in the detail of the 
duty of the army, the mode of march or en« 
campment, or of carrying any military mea- 
fure into execution. 

C 

On the 1 5 th of December the wlidle army 
with the committee had reached Campoly, 
where intelligence was received that a body 
of minifterial forces, being 10,000 horfe, 
with fifteen pieces of cannon, and a large 
number of Boudays, encamped at Worgaum, 
three cofs on this fide Tullingaum, to ob- 
ftruft the march when the Englifh fhoiild 
make their appearance above the Gauts, that 
5000 horfe were to proceed down the Cur- 
lora Gaut to cut off the communication with 
Panwell, and that Nanah, Saccaram, Sin- 
dia, and Furkia were encamped near Poonah 
with 5000 more. Their refblution was, by 
hovering about the army, without coming 
to a clofe engagement, to diftrefs and wear 
them out. Ragobah was encamped near the 
Englifh, and it was not doubted but a number 
of chiefs would loon appear with a force fuffi- 
cient to remove all thofe threatened obftacles* 

Though 
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Though it was now the 23d of Decem- 
ber, the army had not proceeded further than 
Camjjpli. This immenle delay was occa- 
fioned by the making of roads for the can- 
non ; Mr. Carnac remonftrated againft it, 
and propoled that they fliould be carried up 
by hand, which he argued Was poffible, as 
lbme artillery had already been palled that 
way. The commander treated this as chi- 
merical, and they continued there, attacked 
now and then by fome of the hovering 
troops, who, whenever they came near e- 
nough to be reached by the Englilh army, 
were repulfed : it happened very unfortu- 
nately that in thefe Ikirmilhes Colonel Cay 
was mortally wounded, and Captain Stewart 
killed. The lofs of thole two excellent 
officers was of great confequence; at the 
lame time Mr. Moftyn’s illnefs, which had 
begun foon after he left Bombay, increalcd to 
fuch a degree, that he was obliged to return 
thither, where he dyed the ill of Janu- 
ary:’ and Colonel Egerton found his Hate of 
health fo bad, that it difabled him from at- 
tending either civil or military fun&ions; 
in confequence he religned the command of 
the army, in which Colonel Cockburn fuc- 
ceeded him. Major Dagon of the artillery 

M was 
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was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant 
Colonel. 

The Englilh force had now palled the 
Gauts and reached Indorain. The reality of 
things proved far from anfwering the idea of 
fuccour they had flattered themfelves with 
at their,, letting out. They had expe&ed 
that as foon as they Ihould have palled the 
Gauts, Holcar and other chiefs of rank would 
have joined them with large bodies of horfe, 
by which, if they received no other lervice, 
provilions and forage from the country round 
would have been fecured : but no fueh ap- 
peared, nor any perfons but a few mercena- 
ries. Ragobah law he had been deceived, 
and owned, that unlefs they whom he reck- 
oned on as friends 'were by the fpeedy defeat 
of his enemies allured of fafety, he could 
not reckon on their joining him. As the 
Englilh and he advanced towards Poonah, 
the difficulty of being fupplied from the 
Concan increaled, from the greater advantage 
given by the nature of the country to the 
flying parties, and the only hope left Was 
that when they Ihould approach very near 
to Poonah, Holcar might be enabled to ful- 
fil hi§ promifts. 0$her accidents concurred 

$9 
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to increale the defection or coldnefs of Rago- 
bah’s partizans. Morabah confined in Ah- 
med nagur, had been informed that Ragobah, 
inftead of taking proper meafures for his re- 
leafe, had written to the Killedar of that 
fort, not to loofe him, until he fhould feud 
his orders from Poonah. This was foon 
Ipread, and whether true or falfe, liad an 
effect fatal to his caufe. Indeed it was 
plainly feen by the committee that Rago- 
bahs aim was, by the Englifh arms to force 
his way through all oppofition, that fo every 
body might be at his mercy. 

The Bombay council, to facilitate fup- 
plies from the Concan, lent « detachment ot 
a company of Europeans, three of Sepoys, 
two field pieces and artillery men to clear thq. 
country between Panwell and Campoli ; at 
the fame time they exhorted the new com- 
mander Colonel Cockburn, to lofe no time, 
but proceed with vigour in his march. 

Colonel Egerton, after his refignation, had 
let out to return to Bombay ; but the roads 
were fo occupied by the roving parties of the 
Mahrattas, that finding it impoflible to reach 
,* Panwell, he returned to the army, where he 
M 2 refumed 
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refumed his place in the committee, but not 
in the command of the troops. The com- ( 
mittee therefore now confifted of Mr. Carnac 
and him only. After a march of fifteen 
days, during which they were continually 
harrafled by numerous parties of horfe, who, 
whenever they encamped came fo near as 
to caiitconade, but when attacked iuftantly 
retreated, the army reached Tullangaum, 
which was but eighteen miles from Poonah ; 
the whole country was laid wafte, and every 
thing that could not be carried off deftroyed 
by fire. Tullangaum at their arrival was in 
flames; the fame fate impended for Chinfura, 
and even Poonah. After a halt of two days 
at this place, where the enemy harrafled them 
in their wonted manner, the committee upon 
enquiry found there muft fpeedily be a want 
of provifions, and the particular circumftances 
of their fituation being confidcred by them, 
they determined that it was not poffible for 
the army to proceed, but that they muft re- 
treat towards Bombay, 

Upon this determination, Mr. Carnac lent 
for Colonel Cockburn, and informed him of 
it. The colonel remonftrated againft it, al- 
ledging that the Englifh troops ufed not 

to 
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to ltetreat but advance again ft the enemy, 
Would be difcouraged by fuch a meafure, 
’ which as it damped their Ipirit, muft in pro- 
portion raife that of the Mahratta troops, 
who would not fail to attack them during the 
tnarch ; that if the Englifh by ill fortune fhould 
be at laffc forced to treat, they would infift on 
very hard terms ; whereas if a treaty was to 
be made* it were more advantageous to en- 
deavour at it in the prefent fituation when 
they were within eighteen miles of Poonah ; 
that if permitted to continue the march, he 
had no doubt of carrying the army there. 
But the retreat was refolved, and the order 
given. To have the advance of the enemy, 
the march was to begin at eleven o’clock 
that night ; it was made in three divifions ; 
the troops, which as they marched forward 
were the advanced guard, now became the 
rear; they were commanded by Captain 
Hartley. The main body was incumbered 
by a great quantity of baggage, 1 200 pack 
bullocks, 300 carts, a buzar, an artillery 
park, and 1 000 coolies * with officer’s bag- 
gage. The enemy furrounding on all fides, 
amounted to more than 1 00,000, the Englifh 
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army originally not quite 4000, were Sbme- 
what diminished. Colonel Cockburn thought 
it proper to acquaint Ragobah with his de- 
sign ; by this the enemy were apprized of 
it, and about two in the morning the advan- 
ced guard was attacked ; they had proceeded to 
a considerable distance from the main body, 
which had been retarded by dragging the 
baggage «/th rough very bad roads, this the 
enemy took a great part of. The attack was 
continued with vigour, but notwithstand- 
ing their reiterated charges, the advanced 
guard about daylight reached Worgaum, 
having faved moft of their provision and am- 
munition. About four ill the morning the 
main body was attacked on the rear and both 
flanks ; the halt this occasioned gave the ene- 
my the opportunity of bringing up cannon ; 
the army then formed, and the attack became 
general about Six. The weight of it fell on the 
rear guard, commanded by Captain Hartley j 
the conduct and courage of this gallant officer 
was anfwered by the bravery of his men. 
From the Situation of this corps, and the dif- 
tance of it from the main body, no fupport 
was given them till about twelve o’clock ; 
during theS'e Six hours he fuftained repeated 
charges, without being ohee broken. A 

fmall 



OF BOMBAY. 183 

fmall part of the European battalion wa9 
then fent under Major Frederick, who had 
orders in every thing to aft by the direftion 
of Captain Hartley. The major ehofe when 
he had joined the rear, to aft in a private 
capacity, as a volunteer. Soon after this 
reinforcement had arrived, the order came fot 
the whole to retire, and about four in the 
afternoon all the army had effefted ^heir re- 
treat, and got to Worgaum, having loft fix- 
ty-three artillery, fixty-two Englifh, and 
two hundred and thirty-feven Sepoys. 

During the halt at T ullangaum, Ragobah 
had for himfelf opened a negotiation with 
Sindia, and declared his intention of putting 
himfelf under his proteftion : he was received 
by him, and was at this time aftually in his 
camp, where he was treated with refpeft. 

The next day, the 15th, the committee 
had another consultation on the difmal fitua- 
tion of their affairs, and Colonel Cockburn 
being afked his opinion, notwithftanding the 
bravery fhewii the preceding day, gave it un- 
der his hand that the troops would not ftand 
fuch another attack ; that from the number 
M 4 of 
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ber of the enemy and their reiterated attacks, 
they Ihould, through their many halts, be 
twenty days before they could reach Panwell, 
and mult be totally deftroyed ; and he declared 
he could not charge himfelf with conducing 
the army to Bombay ; in this opinion Colonel 
Egerton (though he did not fet his hand to 
it) concurred. Upon this it was determined 
to try whether they could not, by treating 
with the Mahratta chiefs, extricate themfelves 
from the dreadful ftreights to which they 
were reduced. As Naiiah the minilter, in 
whom the power oftenfibly refided, was then 
in the Mahratta camp, it was thought proper 
to fend Mr. Farmer to him, to negotiate for 
an undifturbed retreat of the army to Bom- 
bay. He at firft was tolerably well received, 
and nothing more demanded than that the 
perfon of Ragobah fhould be delivered up : 
but when that was found not poffible even 
though the Englilh chiefs fhould yield to fo 
humiliating a condition, Nanah’s behaviour 
altered, he role in his demands, and infilled 
that the Englilh Ihould furrender all the 
acquifitions they had made fince the time of 
Mahderow j that the detachment under Co- 
lonel Goddard Ihould be ordered to retreat to 
Bengal, and intimated that the Englilh army 

muft 



OP BOMBAY. ,8 5 

jmuft be detained where they then were, till 
the lands to be ceded by this treaty were de- 
livered into the pofleffion of the Poonah 
Dur.bar. To this fevere requifition he added 
infult ; for Mr. Farmer was left in the open 
Buzar without any covering but his palan- 
queen, or any place in which he could write 
his meffages. Thefe mortifying terras being 
come to the Engliffi camp, another confulta- 
tion was held ; Mr. Carnac declared that at all 
hazards he ffiould prefer continuing their 
retreat rather than fubmit to fuch dilgracefu! 
conditions ; but as the military officers had 
given their opinions that it was impoffible to 
effect it, he would not take upon himlelf 
to decide on his fingly. In this emergency 
it occured to them, that Sindia having in 
fome meafure ffiewn himfelf favorable to the 
caufe of Ragobah by his reception of him, 
might on this occafion be ferviceable to them. 
To try this, Mr. Holmes was fent to him. 
On his way he was met by fome of Nanah’s 
troops, who, as they feared that this mef- 
fage might prove to the advantage of the 
fenders, and the diminution of their matter's 
credit, endeavoured to prevent his accefs to 
Sindia, firft by requiring him to go to Na- 
uah, apd then detaining him till a party of 

Sindia’s 
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Sindia’s troops came and dilperfed them, and 
carried him into their mailer’s prefence ; there 
he was received with humanity and kindnefs; 
Sindia feemed flattered with this acknowledg- 
ment of his confequence ; and upon Mr.- 
Holmes, in his return of thanks for his ci-> 
vility, comparing his behaviour to Nanah’s 
in regard to Mr. Farmer, he immediately 
lent for^him, and delired that both he and 
Mr. Holmes would look on themlelves as his 
guefts. They then begun to treat with him 
on the fubjeft of their million, in the firli 
place Ihewing a writing figned by the com- 
mittee, wherein they declared they had not 
power to grant fuch terms as the Durbar in 
the perlon of Nanah had prefcribed : that fuch 
a treaty would be a nullity, and that fhould 
they be compelled to fign fuch a conven- 
tion, the minifters would be deceived if they 
trufled to it. This declaration was alfo pre- 
fehted to Nanah, who would hear of no di- 
minution of what he had required ; he even 
lent a meflage to Sindia deliring that he would 
not recede from that point of retaining the 
army, but moreover require particularly the 
furrender of the callle of Surat and Fort Vic- 
toria, and the payment of the expences of 
the war, before they fhould be releafed ; and 
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4t the fame time he fent orders to Furkia 
to take the proper meafures for preventing 
their efcape. Mr* Holmes promifed Sindia, 
that if he would befriend the Englifh in this 
matter, the council of Bombay would cede 
to him Broach and its Pergutmah which 
had been conquered by them from the Nabob 
of Surat. Sindia did effectually endeavour to 
leffen the hardfhip of the terms impelled, but 
prevailed only in regard to the releafe of the 
army. He prevented the orders given to 
Furkia from being executed, but left he 
fhould difpleafe the other Mahratta chiefs re- 
quired that hoftages lhould be given for the 
performance of the ftipulated ceflion. 

Hard as thefe Conditions were, they leemed 
to the committee preferable to the lofs of the 
army, which they looked on as inevitable 
fhould the Mahratta chiefs be thoroughly ac- 
quainted with the defpondency of the leaders ; 
they feared that Sindia, apprehenfive of lofing 
his influence with thofe chiefs, who, fenfible 
of the advantage this occafion had given him 
muft wonder at his negleCt of it, might 
through that and the reiterated inftances 
of Nanah, be prevailed on to come into 
and fecond his rigorous conditions, perhaps, 

if 
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if angered by refinance enhance them ; and 
telying on the effect of the exprefs declaration 
lo folemnly given under their hands, that they 
had not power to accede to fuch terms, and 
that whatever they thus were compelled to 
do, would be a nullity, they consented to 
fign a convention, whereby all that had been 
acquired^ by the Bombay council fince the 
time of Mahderow was to be furrendered, 
and orders to be lent to Colonel Goddard to 
conduct his detachment back to Bengal : and 
Mr. Farmer and Lieutenant Stewart 1 were to 
remain as hoftages for the performance of 
tliefe conditions. This done the army was 
permitted to retreat to Bombay, efcorted by 
a detachment of horfe : Ragobah remained 
under the protection of Sindia. Mr. Holmes 
thought it proper to be munificent in prefents 
to Sindia’s officers, but not having ready cafh 
made his prefent in bills and notes payable 
at Bombay, amounting to 41,000 roupies* 

The feelings of men now reduced to be 
guarded by thofe very troops they had been 
accuftomed to behold flying before them, can 
be niore eafily imagined than defcribed : by 
the time they reached Bombay, the joy caufed 
by their fafety had given way to indignation 

• at 
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at the fhame and difgrace brought on the 
Britifh arms. 

On the 29th of January the council met 
at Bombay, in which Colonel ^gerfon and 
Colonel Cockburn refumed their feats. The 
firft thing done was reading the diary of the 
unfortunate expedition; after which Mr, 
Hornby reprefented that the caufes of the 
failure of it might be matter of future confi- 
deration, that they fliould now proceed to 
determine what meafures were to be taken 
for their fafety, and retrieving their affairs. 
He arraigned the conduct of the leaders whilft 
he extolled the bravery of the army, and in- 
lifted that to keep up that gallant fpirit they 
had fhewn, it was neceflary to diftinguifh 
thole who had done them honour from thofc 
who had been wanting in their duty, whole 
example was pernicious : he mentioned fbme 
inferior officers to be tried by courts martial, 
at the fame time he impeached the conduct 
of Colonel Egerton and Colonel Cockburn, 
and offered it as his opinion, that until their 
behaviour could be fully enquired into, they 
fhould decline ailing in a military charailer ; 
fiis charge was particularly in regard to the 
opinion Colonel Cockburn figned at Wor* 

gaum, 
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gaum, in which Colonel Egerton had con- 
curred. If they did not confent to what he 
propofed, he Ihould move for their fufpen- 
lion. Colonel Egerton at firft infilled on 
keeping hi^:place both in the army and the 
council till a formal charge was delivered 
againll him, but upon further confideration 
he, as v J 3ll as Colonel Cockburn, acquielced, 
and they declined adting in their military 
capacity until the opinion of the fupreme 
council Ihould be known. 

It is not furprizing that after lo difagree- 
able an event the adtors Ihould endeavour 
each to throw the blame from himfelf. The 
compafs of this work will not permit de- 
fending to many particulars of this alterca- 
tion, which appears at length in the minutes 
of the Bombay council, 

Mr. Carnac blamed the flownefs with 
which the army proceeded from Panwell, and 
to that attributed the greatnefs of that force 
to which they were obliged to yield ; and as 
to the retreat, he affirmed that there was no 
poflibility of adting otherwile %s things were 
then circumftanced ; he blamed the diltance 
of the divifions whereby they were unable to 

fupport 
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Aupport each other, and the not having or- 
dered the fecond divifion to fupport the rear 
’when attacked, which he affirmed might have 
been eafily done; and as to the determination: 
atWorgaum, he laid that his dtorn private 
opinion was againft it ; but that although, by 
his carting vote in the committee, he might 
have prevented it, he did not think'Wiis au- 
thority extended to far as to give orders for 
•the march at all events ; and though It had, 
it would have been imprudent to give it to 
officers who had exprefl'ed fuch an opinion 
of the troops they were to lead. That there 
was no alternative, no way left, but to ob- 
tain the beft terms poflible for the unmoleftcd 
return of the army to Bombay. 

Colonel Egerton juftified the delay attri- 
buted to him by Mr. Carnac, from the im- 
poflibility of dragging the artillery through 
roads impafl'able till mended by the labourers ; 
from the time neceflarily confumed in getting 
provifions : and he pofitively denied that he 
had refufed conducing the army from Wor- 
■gaum to Bombay, or having concurred in 
Colonel Cockburn’s written opinion, which 
he did not remember fo much as to have 
feen till it was produced at that board. 

Colonel 



i 9 i AN ACCOUNT 

Colonel Cockburn laid all the mifcarriagd( 
on the firlt error in ordering the retreat* He 
fet forth in his j unification the remonftrance* 
he had made againft it ; his undertaking, if 
the army marched forward, to conduct it to 
Poonah ; mat the diftance of the divifions 
was occafioned by the quantity of baggage, 
and th^badnefs of the ground through which 
they were to march, whereby the firft divi- 
fion, unencumbered, was enabled to advance, 
more quickly than the others ; that as foon as 
poffible he had fent relief to Captain Hart- 
ley. He owned the opinion he had figned, ' 
and faid, that it was founded on the infor- 
mation he had received from fepoy officers 
that their men and black officers were likely 
to defert in the night, which was confirmed 
by meffages received from Ragobah and Mr. 
Sibbald ; that fome delertion did actually hap- 
pen ; that fuch another attack would have 
exhaufted the ammunition ; that the great dif- 
ficulty of carrying three hundred lick mea 
would have increafed their embarraffments ; 
that the army, already diminifhed in num- 
bers, having fo many attacks to fuftain, mufb 
have totally perifhed ere they could have 
reached Panwell : thefe were the grounds of 
his opinion, notwithftanding which he would. 
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to the beft of his ability, hacl Mn Carnac, 
by his carting vote ordered the retreat to be 
continued, have led the army; that by fay- 
ing he could not charge himfelf with the 
tondu& of the army, he did no‘f£mean to re- 
fute conducting it, if fuch an orcftr had been 
given, but merely to avoid relponfibility for 
the ill fuccefs which he forefavv ; Colo- 
nel Dagon was of the fame opinion ; why 
Was he therefore accufed as the caufe of a 
mealure which depended on others ? 


Captain Hartley was, for his fervice on the 
retreat* promoted to the rank of Lieutenant 
Colonel ; this occafioned complaints and re- 
monftrances from the other officers; but 
thole things are not of a nature to be dwelt 
on here *> 

* Ih the letter to the fecret committee, the council of ffom 
bay enter very fully into the reafons for the advancement 
of Colonel Hartley, and mention not only his conduct on 
the retreat, which faved the whole army, but his fpirited 
advice when confulted at Worgaum, where he infilled, 
when defertion was mentioned, that he could depend on 
the men he commanded, that he had effeftually prevented 
defertion from fpreading in his corps ; he urged every ar- 
gument for continuing the retreat rather than fubmit to 
difgraceful terms. He even formed a difpofition, and pre- 
fented it to Colonel Cockburn for conducing it, and avoid- 
ing the inconveniencies of a night march, and the divilion 
of the troops. He hath iincc (hewn himfelf worthy of his 
advancement. 

N The 
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The return of the army to Bombay was 
immediately followed by the arrival of aVa- 
queel from the Poonah Durbar, and one fe- 
parately on the part of Sindia, demanding 
in form thef'poffeflion of the feveral places 
flipulated tr! be furrendered j the anfwer given 
was, that Meff. Carnac and Egerton had no 
authoritjKo conclude any treaty on behalf of 
the Company, that this had been declared to 
the leaders of the Mahrattas before the paper 
upon which they grounded their demand was 
fubfcribed, and that the Bombay council had 
no authority to take any fteps in confequence 
until they received the fentiments of the Su- 
preme Council, to whom they would dis- 
patch a veflel, and wait their determination* 
Care was taken at the lame time to leave an 
opening for treating feparately with Sindia* 

On the ipth of February the Bombay 
council took into confideration the Hate of 
their affairs. The prefident Mr. Hornby 
laid before them a minute on that fubjed, in 
which he entered into a full detail of all fads 
and circumftances. He mentioned, in the 
firft place, the attention they Ihould have 
paid to Colonel Goddard’s army, and in- 
formed them that it had reached Brampour 

the 
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^the 29th of January : he added, that there 
^ W«is no danger of a Mahratta army marching 
againft him, as they were too bufy at home : 
that -they were already fendjpg^troops to the 
neighbourhood of Carange and S^dcet, being 
relblved to obtain the ceffion of all pVomifed by 
the convention of Wargaum, which they had 
demanded the pofleffion of by their '^aqueels. 
He reprefented that as it was to be expected, 
that Nanah would lofe no time in proceeding 
to enforce the ceflion he demanded, they 
ought to lofe no time in their preparations to 
refill him; He then entered into a detail of 
what had palled previous to that convention, 
lamenting the bad effects of difcontinuing a 
march which would have been equal to a 
victory : he mentioned all the particulars re- 
lating to Sindia’s behaviour when applied to 
by Mr; Holmes, as a proof of his inclination 
to be on good terms with the Englilh, not 
only on account of the promife made to him 
of Broach and the lhare of its Pergunnah, 
but from political future views, which he 
deduced from the feveral incidents at the 
"time of the convention and foon after, and 
from the circumllances in which all matters 
Hood at that moment. He mentioned that 
Mr. Holmes during his residence. in Sindia’s 
N a cap. 
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tamp, had obferved that all affairs of ini* 
portance were determined by him thotigh 
they were oftenfibly referred to Nanah, who 
in virtue okutS office Was to affix the feal to 
the orders /but this was never done till Sin- 
dia had Examined and pafled them: that 
Holcar^tnough treated outwardly with the 
refpe<£t and form due to the firft Subahdat of 
the empire, was totally at his difpofal : that 
Sindia had acquiefced in fending hoftages to 
Bombay ih exchange for the Engliffi who 
remained with him, and had taken that oc- 
cafion of fending a confidential perfoii to the 
prefident: that Mr. Holmes, who was re- 
turned to Bombay was charged with the moft 
friendly aflurances from him : that Mr. Far- 
mer, who remained with him, was treated 
With kindnefs ; that he permitted no inter- 
courfe between him and Nanah ; that he had 
the command of Nanah* s and H dear’s force 
as well as his own. He then informed the 
council of what had pafled between theMah- 
ratta chiefs after the retreat of the Engliffi, 
and the difpofition of the feveral departments 
of their government; which were* 

1. The infant Madherow Narrain was to 
be acknowledged Paiffiwa. 


Sevagi 
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,9« Sevagi Badgerow (a {on of Ragobah* 
born to him fince the adoption of Am- 
rut Row, and) an infant of very tender 
years, to be Naib, and thaUthe exercife 
of his office flioukUsfc^irried on in 
his name by Sindia and Hfclcar. 

3. That Ragobah fhould totally relinquifh 
all claim to government, ahd have a 
jaghire and re fide at Jaffi ; that he fhould 
fignify in writing to all the powers in 
India, that he accepted and. agreed to 
this condition. 

4. That Nanah and Saccaram fhould a£t 
as minifters, but derive their authority 
totally from Sindia and Holcar. Thefe 
feveral articles were, he faid, folemnly 
agreed to by all the chiefs. 

He then mentioned inftances of Sindia’s 
difpofition to a feparate alliance with the 
Englifh ; that he was more inclined to grant 
Mr. Moftyn’s requifitions than even Mora- 
bah ; that his averlion to a French alliance 
was known, having formerly made advances 
repeatedly, and in Mr. Moftyn’s abfence, 
fent Appagee Sapagou, the very perfon then 
N 3 h) 
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in Bombay, to Mr. Lewis, who knowing 
that meafures were already taken with R&- 1 
gobah could go nd further, than to rsfSke 
general prirfeffions of friendlhtp; that Ap- 
pagee avoidedlif^ -zhfeting with the agent lent 
by Nanah, And had in charge only the par- 
ticular inwrefts of Sindia : that he never 
mentionecj. the return of the Bengal detach- 
ment; ana what was very remarkable, though 
the order from Meff. Carnac and Egerton to 
Colonel Goddard for that purpofe had been 
delivered to him to be fent, they had no ac- 
count of its having been yet received *. 

From thefe feveral fafts he reafoned on 
the motives which caufed them ; that the 
the principal view of Sindia muft be to re- 
tain his power at Poonah ; that he had to 
dread the jealoufy of the other chiefs, ne- 
ceflarily fearing his power, and the ufe 
he, when fully eftablilhed, might make of it 
in crufhing them ; that the Nizam and Hyder 

* Me(T. Carnac and Egerton wrote from Cam poll the 
19th of January 1779, that he was to pay no regard to 
their order of the 16th, becaufe, upon recollection, they 
found they were not authorized to give it. This he re- 
ceived at Burhatnpore the 2d of February, and the order 
of the i6lh of January he only received the 9th of February 
in his camp atChopwah upon the Gutnuddy, by a Vaqueel 
belonging to the infant Paiftuva. 


were 
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were ready to fupport them againft him. The 
^influence of the Bramins, through the afcen- 
tfctapy of their caft, and their gteat wealth, 
was another fource of uneafinas to him : 
thait however great his p ^ |K ^ whilft he was 
at or near Poonah with his ffcops, his ab- 
fence from thfnce would afford opportunities 
to thofe who felt the weight of J to (hake it 
off, which dangers made his prefWe necef- < 
fary ; whilft on the other hand his private 
concerns fuffered by his abfence from his 
own dominions : that the King had taken 
occafion from it to feize fome forts belonging 
to him ; that he feared both the Nizam’s and 
Hyder’s attempts of the fame kind ; that he 
had fome uneafinefs alfo in regard to Moda- 
gee Bouncelo, whofe interefts eroding his, 
muft be apprehenfive of his power ; that if 
Nanab, at liberty by this abfence to exercife 
his talents and influence, fhould regain the 
fuperiority, he would, by the French al- 
liance be enabled to keep it. From the de- 
tail of all thefe confiderations he drew the 
following conclufions : 

j. That the actual adminiftration of affairs 
in the Mahratta empire was at Sindia’s 
N 4 difpofal 5 
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difpofal; that Nanah was reduced to be 
no more than the tool of his power. 

A. . * 

z. That Silvia was not only inclined to the 
Englifh in^pr&’iCnce to the French, but 
carnefl fom fome clofer connexion, and al- 
liance wifii the Englifh. || 

• r 

3. That rfie accomplifhment of the terms of 
the convention, fo far as related to the Poo- 
nah fircar, was not the objedt of his views, 
iince he had in fadt given the Englifh the 
option whether to comply with them or not, 

4. That the performance even of the private 
article in his favour was not the firft objedt 
of his conlidcration ; but chiefly intended 
as a fund to pay from in any alliance. 

5. That independently of his views to an al- 
liance he had fome motives of policy, which 
rendered him unwilling that the Englifh 
pofleflions and power on that coaft fhould 
be materially reduced, 

6. That it was for the intereft of the 
Cpmpany, and necefTary to their purpofes 

< at this fettlement, to find what Sindia’s 

real 
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real intentions were, and to taWmeafures 
in concert with him for thj exclufion 
of Nanah from all power. 

His reafons for his fuppofitioh€ were, that 
all dominion but that of the fworA was over- 
thrown at Poonah ; that Sindia iSbing then 
in poffeflion of it, his great object muft have 
been to fecure it, and his intention either to 
remove the feat of his government to Poo- 
nah, or to eftablilh there fome power fub- 
ordinate to his. That the firft was dangerous, 
and would alarm all the chiefs who aimed to 
continue their independence, as his great 
power muft enable him to crufli them. The 
Nizam and Hyder would be ever ready to 
fupport them in the fouthern parts of the 
empire, where the Bramins have great weight 
from the circumftances of caft, riches, and 
influence. In Sindia’s own jaghire, the king 
taking advantage of his and Holcar’s abfence, 
was making fome progrefs againft them ; 
that Modagee looked to the Rajalhip; that 
the king and he muft be confidered as dan- 
gerous enemies to Sindia. As to the fe- 
cond, the eftablilhment of a fubordinate 
power that feemed more fuitable to his cir- 
pumftances and agreeable to his paft con- 
duit. 
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dwft. Tjie difficulty lay in the means: his 
choice ofj Nanah to be Duan arofe from 
hope of fining credit by the moderttion ' 
fhewn in pLcine in that office a man of fuch 
abilities, am of the Bramin caft ; but this 
choice wafo dangerous by the occafion his 
abience anJ Holcar’s alfo (whofe affairs called 
him awr!y) furniffied Nanah to affert his 
independence, and continue his connexions 
with St. Lubin ; that the arrival of the affift- 
ance from France would reftore his fuperio- 
rity, but the fupport of the Englifh power 
on the coaft was a fecurity againft even his 
independence ; that the Bramins in general 
were inclined to the French ; that even Mo* 
rabah was fo ; that it was the mutual intereft 
of both Sindia and the Englifh to guard 
againft Nanah and their influence ; that the 
Council was bound in honour to acquit them-* 
felves to him, his prote&ion at Worgaum 
being a valuable confederation ; that Rago- 
bah by his engagement with Sindia had re- 
lieved the Company from the care of his in- 
terefts ; and that all ftipulations tending to 
be hoftile to Berar were to be avoided. He. . 
therefore, in the firft place, propofed that 
the notes given by Mr. Holmes among Sin- 
dia’s officers as Durbar charges, amount* 

ing 
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log to 41,000 roupies, Should be/ 
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In the mean time ev^r^ thi^ was to be 
prepared fo as to be in readmeiA for fervice, 
that if Sindia Ihould refufe their ad vances an 
army might be fent into the field toward 
Surat or Broach, to a& in concer&with the 
detachment ; that an alliance with the Gui- 
cawars Ihould be attempted ; that fuch a 
connexion was defirable from their command 
of the Guzerat, their averfion to the Poonah 
government, and their diftance from the cen- 
ter of the empire ; that the divifions which 
then reigned among them diminilhed their 
importance ; that the connexion Futty Sing 
had with Sindia Ihould incline them to him ; 
that an alliance with Sindia was in every re* 
fpe£t preferable to one with Modagee Bourn 
cello, as the claims he had upon the fuccef- 
fion to the Rajafhip tended to create embar-* 
rafl'ments. 


That as to Ragobah there could be no 
thought of purfuing the plan of his reftoration ; 
that circumftances differed totally from what 
they were in the year 1775, when fervice 
was tendered to him by Sindia, who now had 

the 
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the command of an army, the only title to 
the empire, that Ragobah was his penfion^J. 
and merelh a cloak to his ambition. Ifpon 
this repre(e^L|jifflJ,t was refolved, 

That the convention at Worgaum was in* 
valid ; an® that as after the exprefs declaration 
to the Durbar, that the committee had not 
the power to accede to thofe terms, the pub- 
lic faith could not be confidered as pledged j 
that the general anfwer already given to Na- 
nah was all then neceffary, 

That Sindia, in confequence of his good 
offices, was entitled to every mark of regard, 
and that it was neceffiiry to find fome equi- 
valent to the ceffion of the Mogul fhare of 
the Broach Pergunnah j 

That the notes given for 4 1 ,000 roupies 
Durbar charges fhould be forthwith paid ; 

That there was good ground to hope Sin* 
dia is well difpofed to and willing to enter 
into a connexion with the Company ; 

That the object in this connexion njuft he, 

1. The 
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The total exclufion of the French, and 
of Nanah from any fharejin the 
' vernment at Poonah. 

■ui 

, To preferve for the Comfciny the tet- 
ritory they then held. ^ 

That it was abfolutely neceflar/to lofe no 
time in endeavouring at this, and to avoid any 
engagement hoftile to the Raja of Berar ; that 
nothing ihould be finally fettled without the 
concurrence of the Governor and Supreme 
Council ; that in confequence of thefe refo- 
lutions the prefident fhould write to Sindia. 

Although the reflexions of Mr. Hornby 
were in general well founded, he was mif- 
taken in two points : the Durbar at Poonah 
were not inattentive to Colonel Goddard’s 
march; they had aftually detached 20,000 
of their beft horfe to furprize him, but his 
celerity in his progrefs from Brampour pre- 
vented their reaching him, they therefore 
returned without having committed any aft 
of hoftility. Nor was Sindia fo well inclined 
to the Englifh or naturally averfe to a French 
alliance : though he had granted pafies for 
the march of the detachment through his 

country. 
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country, Vnd made no hoftile oppofition, he 
had throwk obftacles in their way, by^j^ 
dering the Merchants to remove from Bram- 
pour, whereb^jfc^gpame difficult for Colonel 
Goddard to jjaife money on his bills. This 
manner offering was confiftent with th'e 
policy that! guides the princes of Itidoftan j. 
whatever fliffentions reign among them, they 
all unite in hatred of Europeans, and moil 
of the- Englifh whom they fear : this is their 
natural bent* Their feeming prefent intereft, 
or the views of their minifter, either for 
their matters or their own private advantage, 
often predominates over that bias ; by thole 
channels only they are accefliblc. The pre- 
fident in conlequence of the refolutions wrote 
to Sindia, but he did not meet thofe ad* 
vances in the manner hoped for* The de- 
mands of the ftipulated ceffions were reite- 
rated, the delay occafioned by writing to the 
Supreme Council was complained of as an 
evafion; effects followed theie meflages, a 
body of their troops advanced to fort Vic- 
toria, and intelligence was received of pre- 
parations for the attack of Salcet, Proper 
precautions taken prevented their effecting 
their purpofes. 


The 
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The happy arrival of Colonel /Goddard 
his detachment at Surat, orrthe 25th 
of F ebruary, changed the face of Affairs. It 
is now time to revert to the, proceedings of 
the Supreme Council and "the n.Vrch of that 
detachment ; but before we entet-\upon that 
fubjeft, it may not be amifs to et'buire into 
the caufe of the remarkable even® juft re- 
lated : a gallant army, after a defence as glo- 
rious as a victory, reduced humbly to crave 
and fubmit to difgraceful terms, and retire, 
covered with lhame, to the place whence they 
had let out, pluming themfelves in full af- 
furance of returning crowned with fuccefs, 
and the honour of giving a ruler to the Mah- 
ratta empire* The character of the prince 
whom they elpoufed, and the views of thole 
who efpoufed him, lead to it. The true way 
of judging mens chara&ers is not to decide 
upon the events of their lives, but upon their 
behaviour in confequence of thefe events. 
Thofe in the life of Ragobah are various, and 
feme of them furprizing ; from the begin- 
ing to end he hath been the fport of Fortune, 
in all her inconftancy. The changes from 
ill to good ieem to be the effeft of the policy 
of the Mahratta chiefs, and thole from pro- 
Iperity to wretchednefs, the effect of olci- 

tancy. 
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fudden impreflions of fear . pfecH 
pitate in tyieir exertion. Naturally boldaiw& 
brave he formed fchemes of greatnefs, and 
entered upchLJjh em .w ith fpirit ; but looking 
to one obje<$f oniy7 he faw not the obflacles 
that lay injjhis way, or the thorns that might 
render his/pafiage difficult, yet he was prone 
to fufpici«n, which, when once admitted, to- 
tally abfbrbed every idea but that of the dan- 
ger it pointed out, and hurried him to decide 
merely on that idea, without examining whe- 
ther it was well founded or groundlefs. At 
the fame time as prone to truft thofe to 
whom he applied in fuch emergencies with- 
out knowing whether they were well or ill 
inclined to him : he had talents of generalfhip 
Which he exerted with fuccefs ; his errors in 
forming his defigns feem to have arifen from 
an over- weening impatience which prevented 
his examination of the probability that the 
promifes of his friends, and the warmth of 
his expectation $ would be anfwered ; this 
made him venture rafhly, and urge with im- 
petuofity thqfe on whom he could really de- 
pend, not confidering that if by yielding to 
that rafhnefs their ftrength was broken* he 
loft his only Support ; that impetuofity made 
him fuppofe his wifh completed vtrhen the 

firft 
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fir ft ftep towards it was fcarcely tryken, and 
forget that he owed attentions to „"thofe who 
had already favoured or might ii( future fa- 
vour his caufe, and aft as if hb was really 
feated in the fullnefs bfo.f^v»\'and rio more 
wanted their afliftance, or feared their en- 
mity; he faw not the true reafcp of Ins fb 
readily meeting fupport in his '*11 fortune, 
that the princes who then elpoufea his caufc 
did it not from any perfuafion of the juftice 
of it, or any affeftion to his perfbn, but 
merely from policy, their independence being 
preferved by the continuation of the diflen- 
tions which the Mahratta erripire ; during 
which they could not be called to account 
for their tribute, as the fide they befriended 
would not, and that they oppofed, could not 
enforce payment of it ; this fyftem accounts 
for the general run of the adts of the Mah- 
ratta chiefs. This it was which raifed him 
armies in his former diftreflcs, and influ- 
enced Sindia to receive him when the Englifli 
army retreated from Tullinghaum, and to 
foften the rigour of Nanah’s requilition at 
Worgaum ; he had no reafon to fear their 
profperity, and knew, by experience, that a 
Complete fettlement of the empire, under the 
Duanfhip of Naua, and miniftry of the Bra- 
O mins, 
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mins, woiild extinguilh his influence, apd 
that as loot} as they found themfelves efta-^ 
blilhed in ttieir ports, and ftrengthened* *in 
credit by anHyp eafe of territory, they would 
demand and Enforce the payment of the ar- 
rears of tribute : this muft have been the firil 
thought tlwt rtruclc him on the application 
of Mr. Holmes, the fencing his vaqueel to 
Bombay, with particular inrtrudtions on his 
feparate intereft, plainly proves it : he meant 
to have Ragobah under his prote&ion, or ra- 
ther in his curtody, that he might upon 
occafion make a proper ufe of that circum- 
llance. 

Unfortunately the impatience of Ragobah 
was communicated to the greatefl: part of the 
Bombay council ; like him, too eafily trufl:- 
ing to outward appearance, they imagined 
themfelves at Poonah from the moment the 
miniftry quarrelled ; the many tergiverfations 
and uncertainties which reigned in that Dur- 
bar did not open their eyes. Upon the firrt: 
profpeft of fuccefs attending Rngobah’s party, 
or rather thole who uled his name to com- 
pafs their ends in depriving their enemies of 
the power they aimed to affume, they aban- 
doned themfelves to the flattering fcene of 

importance 
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ih^portanCe and credit accruing to them 
from fettling ; and giving a chief to an em- 
pire, and feared nothing but the diminution 
of glory which they might filler from other 
perfons having a lhare in thb enterprize. 
This muft havt been the motive of their for- 
bidding the advance of the Bengal detach- 
ment by their firft orders, as well that of their 
hurry in planning and in executing the ac- 
companiment of Ragobah and reinftating 
him in the regency, although they knew that 
by the confinement of Morabah, Butchaba 
and their adherents, and the fmall degree of 
power Holcar had, the principal force on 
which they had reckoned would be wanting. 

Their impatience exceeded that of Rago- 
bah ; to prevent delay by his objections to 
the treaty, they increafed the fums advanced 
to him ; the march of the detachment and 
its daily progrefs was known to them, they 
might have calculated the diftance which 
each day diminifhed, and by a fettled corre- 
fpondence with Colonel Goddard, have carried 
on their plan fo that he might have co-ope- 
rated with them; with this precaution 
fuccefs was certain, but then the honour of 
that fuccefs muft have been attributed to his 
O z {kill 
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fkill in hie execution, and the wifdom of jhe 
Supreme council in fending that detachment 
to their alliftance : this was a meafure from 
the beginning difagreeable to them, they 
were angerecpBy*Th& firft interposition of that 
council which produced th^ treaty of Pp- 
rounder, ajpd that refentment was kept up by 
the exerqfie of the fuperiority given by the 
a& of parliament ; this appears through their 
minutes of council, and thole lentiments 
helped to ftrengthen the others *. 

The ill-timed order given by Ragobah 
for the continuation of Morabah’s confine- 
ment was another fatal Hep ; the adt itfelf 
might be called ingratitude to the man who 
firft ftirred in his favour, when he feemed 
forgotten and excluded for ever from all 

chance 


* In jnfiice to Mr. Draper, one of the members of the 
Bombay council, it muft nut be omitted that he diflented 
not only from the firft refolution to forbid the advance 
of the detachment, but alfo from that of the 12th of Ofto- 
ber 1778, for conducing Ragobah to Poonah with an armed 
force; he grounded thisdiflention on, ift. Their departure 
from the conditions prefer! bed by the fupreme council, 

“ That their plan {hould not interfere with any engage- * 
“ ment formed with Modagee ; that by advice from Eu- 
t€ rope, they (hould be affured that the force they fent 
“ could be (pared without danger, that their engagements 
“ with Ragotfah or Morabah (hould not be hoftile to the 

“ Rajah 
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cHhuce of a return to power; and it fhewed 
a di {potion of mind which made not only 
Morabah’sVriends averfe to him, but ftruck 
the' other Italian chiefs ac an indication of 
his defign to^gvern with the lame ftri«£tnefs 
he had before done, when his title in the 
minority of his nephews to the regency, and 
after the death of Naron to the Pailhwafliip 
was undilputed : this would have totally 
put an end to their fcheme of independence, 
the maintenance of which is the moft defe- 
rable thing for the inhabitants of the dil- 
tri&s refpe&ively bordering on the Mahratta 
dominions, and the particular intereft of the 
Englifh government in that region. The 
fituation of the countries of thefe princes 
Ihews the probability of fuccefs in a fyftem 

“ Rajah of Berar.” — id. Morabah and Butchaba being 
flill under reflraint.— • 3d. The diftance of the detachment 
being yet too great. — 4th. There being a great deficiency 
in the European force from the eftablifhment ordered by 
the company, — he added, that although he was convinced 
of the neceffity of removing Nanah, and reinflating Rago- 
bah in the regency, it appeared to him that it might be 
effefted with more propriety and greater probability of 
fuccefs, in about two months, as by that time they might 
hope the reftriftions, with refpeft to the Berar negotiation, 
might be removed, and the detachment might arrive at the 
deflination ordered in July (in the neighbourhood of 
Poonah) and the company’s (hips and the Tquadron might 
be with thdm. 

0 3 


formed 
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formed for that purpofe. Separate treaties 
with each would ftrengthen and enable? cherr* 
to refill the force of the Poonju* Durbar, 
which they waufcp not fail t<$ do when 
they found themfelves fupportya by Englilh 
arms. 

r 

The proceedings of the council of Bomr 
bay have been related without the inter- 
ference of other matters, that by an uninter- 
rupted narration they might appear clearly : 
it will be neceflary to refume thole of the 
Supreme Council, and the adts in confe- 
quence, particularly the march of the detach- 
ment commanded by Colonel Leflie through 
the heart of Indoltan ; a meafure of high im- 
portance, the effedt of fchemes long revolve4 
in the mind of its author, bold in its con- 
ception, and continued with perleverance 
from the conviction of its utility : the events 
finally produced by it muft decide whether 
ralh and precipitate, or political and truly 
calculated for tne good of the company, as 
well as for the fame attendant on fo high an 
enterprize. 

This meafure had not palled in council 
without great debate. Prom its novelty. 
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(die ulual manner of lending troops having 
beei.\ by fea) the general ignorance of the 
country- to be paffed over, and of the relations 
and intercf s of its princes and chiefs, the ap- 
parent danger from the heat of the climate, 
the delay vvhibh mud be occalioned by the 
rains, the inconvenience and difficulties which 
might arife from want of provisos and af- 
fiftance from the powers of the country or 
perhaps from their oppofition, it was looked 
on as impracticable ; but for the reafons above 
related the council determined it not only 
practicable but expedient. The neceflary pre- 
cautions were taken with the princes of the 
countries through which the detachment was 
to pafs by apprizing them of the delign of 
its march, and its pacific dilpofitions to them, 
and requelting their afiiftancc in furnifliing 
provitions : particularly letters were written 
to the Pailhwa and his minjftry fully men- 
tioning thel'e matters, and Mr. Moftyn was 
inftrutted to allure them of the council’s re- 
folution to abide by the treaty of Porounder, 
to explain the peceffity of protecting the let- 
tlement of Bombay from foreign invafion, 
and to defire they would give orders to their 
chiefs dependent on the Pailhwa not to mo- 
left the army in their march, but to fupply 
O 4 them 
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them with what affiftance they might fjtfhcl 
in need of. ^ * 

P 

On the 23d of February 177$, refolutions 
having palled in council for^he appoint-? 
ment of Colonel Leflie to this command, or- 
ders were i^ued in confequence for the troops 
to aflemble on the weftern frontier of the 
province of Owde, either at Corah or in the 
neighbourhood of Culpee, as the command- 
ing officer might chufe. 

Each fepoy battalion confifted of feven 
hundred men, rank and file, one captain, ten 
fubalterns Europeans, with the ufual number 
of native officers ; and two pieces of artillery, 
fix pounders, were attached to each battalion, 

The regiment of cavalry confifted of five 
hundred natives, commanded by Captain 
W ray ; the body of horfe from the province 
of Owde was compofed of natives of the pro- 
vince of Candahar, and was of the fame 
ftrength : this corps had been in the fervice 
of the late Sujah Dowlah Nabob of that 
province, and was continued by his fon. -It 
>vas commanded by a very gallant officer^ 
who was alfo a native of Candahar. 

Ths 
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The artillery confided of four light twelve 
. pounders^and two howitzers, befides the two 
fix poundefo above-mentioned attached to 
each battaliotjof fepoys : it was commanded 
by Major Bailfiq, one captain, and four fubal- 
teriis,and a company of natives were appointed 
for the fervice of the whole. \ 


Lieutenant Colonel Fortman was field 
engineer, with an afliftant, a quarter-mafter- 
general and deputy ; and all the other officers 
belonging to the (laff, and perfons neceflary 
to be employed in the feveral departments of 
(lores and provifions were named and chofen 
by the commander ; to whom likewife un- 
limited authority was given to order fuch 
(lores, and in luch quantities, as he might 
deem neceflary for, that fervice. 

On the 1 2th of April, the firll divifion of 
the troops arrived at their rendezvous at Co- 
rah, where the whole were afl'embled on the 
25th, when Colonel Leflie joined. From 
the 5 th of May to the 1 8 th, the troops were 
filing off by detachments, with their baggage 
and (lores, to a pafs on the banks of the Jum- 
na, oppofite Culpee. The diffance between 
Corah and Culpee is about forty miles ; that 
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river forms the weftern boundary of tjie do- 
minions of the Nabob of Owde. J 

c 

The town and fort of Culpeef, which ftand 
on the other fide of the riveryfire the eaftern 
boundary, of a fmall diftfi'ct, bordering^ oil 
the Bettvyah Nullah*, on the other fide of 
which lies the Boondclchund country, bcgin- 
ing at Jallapoor. This diftridt was poflefied 
by Gungadur Punt, the commander of the 
Mahratta force in that part of Indoftan : he 
had received orders from Nanali to ufe all his 
endeavours to prevent the progrefs of the 
Englilh march. He had with him his bro- 
ther Ballagee, whofe dominions were further to 
the weft, and through which the route of the 
detachment lay. This man had great power 
and influence over his brother, and through 
the whole country, his cunning was great, 
and he laid the fcheme of obftrudting us by 
every way preferably to arms, and to have 
recourle to thqfe when his deception failed of 
luccefs : in confluence vaqueels were lent 
from both thefe chiefs to Colonel Leflie with 
affurances of their tnjifters confent and con- 
currence 

* Nullah is a cut from a rivtf by which grounds are 
watered. ' 
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etfrreuce to the march of the detachment, 
, with promife of a plentiful fupply of 
provifions through their country, ahd Balla- 
gee adviled him to go to the Nebuddah by 
the way of Mow, and offered himfelf to be 
his' condu&or. ~ Colonel Leflie not yields 
ing to thefe fpecious appearances, deter- 
mined to proceed warily, for their vaqueels 
were not impowered to conclude any treaty, 
or even to treat, therefore every thing was 
vague and fufpicious. The governor of the 
fort of Culpee by his behaviour fhewed how 
necefiary caution was, and how little declarati- 
ons were to be relied on. Application had been 
made to him for the aid of his boats in pair- 
ing the river ; this he not only refufed, but 
as the workmen were employed in repairing 
thole which had been collected, a party de- 
tached from the fort began to fire on them; 
this was returned by the covering party, which 
with a few rounds from two pieces of artil- 
lery, obliged them to retire. 

Colonel Leflie fending for the vaqueels, 
who were Hill in camp, reprefented to them 
the treachery of fuch conduct, and at the 
fame time informed them of his intentions 
jo crofs th,e river next day'; the vaqueels 

made 
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made excules, begged for another day’s <sjelay, 
and propofed that he fhould crofs Jtwo and 
thirty niiles higher up the riy£r ; Colonel 
Leflie rejected this propofal,j> adding ' his 
realons, with which they fe^pmed perfectly 
fatisfied, and defined leave to go and inform 
their makers, promifing to return in the 
evening with an anfwer, which not being 
performed, gave caufe to fufpeft that fome 
oppofition would be made to the paflage of 
the river. 

The next morning, the 19th of May, at 
dawn of day, three battalions of fepoys 
the firft, fourth, and feventh, with their 
artillery arrived at the pafs. The firft 
divifion crofted the river, and immediately 
formed ; Colonel Goddard who commanded, 
feeing fome troops aflembling in his front, 
lent a meflage to their chi?f, defiring to pafs 
unmolefted ; the anfwer was, that they Ihould 
come on : yet fome fmall bodies of cavalry 
began to fire at a diftance on thole troops 
that were crofting and forming. This was 
endured, until fome were wounded ; batteries 
which had been placed to cover the landing 
of the troops were then opened,' which very 
loon difperled the enemy. That part of the 

troops, 
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‘troops which had now patted were ordered 
to advance towards the village of Culpee, 
which vws about a mile diftant, and Major 
Fullerton, <vith the grenadiers, to prevent 
any furprize/.was direded to make a move- 
ment to the ibfjt, but rather on their rear, 
both parties dire&ing their march towards 
the village, where they were to unite. From 
the place whence the grenadiers had made 
their movement, the ground they had to pals 
through was broken and uneven, with high 
banks and ravins, and the road fo intricate, 
that, after marching fome time, they found 
themfelves at a greater diftance from the vil- 
lage than when they firfl: moved ; they were 
then very brilkly attacked by a body of about 
twelve hundred Mahratta horfe. The men 
behaved with great fpirit and coolnefs, in 
particular the grenadiers of the fourth batta- 
lion. They began however to be prefl’ed 
when the other part of that battalion with its 
artillery, fupported by the feventh, came from 
the village to their attiftance, and foon deci- 
ded the conteft. The enemy retreated with 
the greateft precipitation to a fort about fix 
miles dillant, where they had fent their ef- 
yfedts, and the troops were too much fatigued 
to purfue. A few grenadier fepoys were 

wounded ; 
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wounded ; the lofs of the enemy was mttcfi 
more confiderable, and quiet pofleffipn was 
taken of the fort and village of CulfSee, which* 
they had evacuated. 

This firft aft of hoftility-Svas followed by 
another vaqueel from the two chiefs, dis- 
avowing all knowledge of what had pafled, 
promifing to punifh the offenders, and Soli- 
citing friendfhip. Colonel Leflie defirous of 
adhering to the Spirit of his inftruftions, ac- 
cepted their excufes, propofed terms of agree- 
ment, and while thefe were adjufting, the re- 
mainder of the detachment, with the artil- 
lery, baggage, and ftores, eroded the river. 
The terms of the agreement were, that the 
troops Should have an unmolefted paflage, 
that they fhould be Supplied with provifions 
and neceflaries at a proper price, and that the 
fort of Culpee fhould be kept by an Englifh 
guard, as a fecurity for the performance of 
of the agreement. The pofleffion of it to be 
returned when the detachment had reached 
Chatterpore. 

At this junfture a letter was received from 
the prefident and council of Bombay, with 
directions for the detachment to halt until 

further 
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Yu^ther orders, without mentioning any rea- 
fon fuf fo unexpected a meafure : advices of 
•this, with an account of the agreement, fol- 
lowed thole of the ikirmiih which had been 
communicated by Colonel Leflie to the Su- 
preme Council.- He informed them at the 

1 V. . *»Jfc » 

fame time, that as the ground about Culpee 
would not admit of an encampment, without 
great inconvenience, he would move about 
twenty miles further to the banks of the 
Betwah Nullah, a good fituation, on the fron- 
tiers of the Boondelchund country, where he 
would wait their further directions, 

The Supreme Council had in the begln- 
ing of May received letters from Bombay and 
Poonah, relating the revolutions in that Dur- 
bar, when Morabah and the other chiefs had 
in all likelihood overturned Nanah and Sac- 
caram, and become the mailers of that go- 
vernment, arid afterwards had come to an 
agreement with them as before related. Th$ 
Bombay council in their letters lamented that 
they ihould have fo little ihare in the refto- 
ration of Ragobah, and that it ihould appear 
it could be efteCted without their ailiilance. 
pThefe letters gave occafion to debates : a con- 
clufion was drawn from them, that the re- 

eilabliihment 
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ellablilhment of Ragobah was a&ually efre$?/ 
cd, which event muft totally defeat dhy 
fchemes the French might have formed, and. 
put an end to the negotiations of Nanahwith 
them, whereby the further pjogrefs of the 
detachment became unneceflary. It was there- 
fore propofed, that orders flibuld be fen? to 
Colonel Leflie to fufpend his march, or if he 
had proceeded in it, to return to Culpee* 
But upon confideration that it did not from 
thofe letters appear that the affairs of the' 
company in that part of India were in fuch 
fecurity as not to require aid, but on the . 
contrary that the connexions of the French 
with the Mahratta Durbar were yet fubfift- 
ing, St. Lubin Hill refxding at Poonah, and 
the veflel which brought him into that coun- 
try, and had been freighted for China ac- 
companying General Belcombe inltead of pur- 
fuing that voyage, being a ftrong proof that 
he had entered into the defign, and probably 
had gone himfelf to condutt or forward the 
negotiation; nor did the revolution appear 
certain, and if it was completed without 
the aid of the Bombay council, the fettle- 
ment could not be permanent ; Ragobah' 
could never trull: his perlon to his 
new parti&ns, formerly his enemies and 

betrayers ; 
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l/etrjyfers nor could lie reft latisfied by the 
compromife made with Nanah who by his 
connexion with Hurry Furkia, the comman- 
der. of the forces, muft have an irrefiftible 
fway, he therefore would truft no friend but 
the Bombay council, who had ever been 
zealous in his caufe ; nor would he venture 
to Poonah without the afliftance of an Englifti 
military force* which to bbtain, he muft 
grant their conditions; It was proper that 
they Ihould have it in their power to aft lb 
conlpicuous a part and to keep up to it. 
The reinforcement would give that power, 
and the very idea of it might already have 
had fome effeft in the tranfadtions at Poonah ; 
ifi fueh a crifis, to recall the detachment, 
would alarm friends and encourage enemies : 
upon the whole, if the fervice of it Ihould not 
be wanted, nothing would have been loft by 
its not having marched, and it might be ea- 
fily recalled ; but if once Withdrawn, and 
its aid afterwards Ihould be required, it would 
"be too late to afford it. The expectation of 
Indoftan demanded the profecution of this 
meafure. On thefe conliderations it was de- 
termined the detachment Ihould proceed. 


P 


Colonel 
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Colonel Leflie’s letter of the 20 th of Majf, 
giving an account of his paffage, and the 
lkirmilhes he had fuftained, occafioned frelhr 
debates in the council. From the oppofition 
of the two chiefs at Culpee it was concluded 
that the whole march wouM be thus inter- 
rupted, and that, in prudence, the army 
fhould proceed no further, at leaft till the 
rains were over, as its fafety (on which that 
of Bengal depended) was hazarded by fuch a 
march from one fide of India to the other in 
fb unfavourable a leafon, and in the face of 
an enemy determined to oppofe it, who, with- 
out ever coming to an engagement, might 
diftrefs, harrafs, and ruin them. It was on 
the other hand confidered that the diftri&s 
which depended on the chiefs who had com- 
mitted hoftilities, extended but a Ihort dis- 
tance from Culpee, that one week would 
bring them to Boondelchund, whole chief 
was not fubjeft to the Mahratta empire; 
the route thence was through Bapaul, whole 
chief, a Patan, though he paid the Chout, 
owned no dependance on Poonah ; that the 
reft of the way lay through the dominions of 
Modagee, whole power was great, and friend- 
ftiip certain. As to rains, experience hads 
Ihewn that the weather being cooled by 

them 
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Ihefti is more favourable, and befides during 
that feafbn they would be lefs expofed to at- 
tacks of cavalry. It was determined to 
write to Colonel Leflie, approving his con- 
duit, warning Jam to beware of treachery, 
and not to be induced by any fair appear- 
ance to relax in the conduct lie had propofed 
towards the chiefs of the countries he was to 
jpafs through ; and directing that he fhould 
give notice to Mr; Moftyn, the rcfident at 
Poonah, of his proceedings, and all fuch oc- 
curences as might require explanation to 
that Durbar, or the interpofition of their 
authority to prevent future interruptions to 
his march; At the fame time letters were 
written to the Paifhwa, giving a detail of 
What had happened at the paffage of Jumna, 
declaring a belief that thefe holtilities were 
not committed by any authority from him 
or his minifters, as they could not have 
arifen from thofe who were on terms of 
friendfhip with the Englith ; that the necef- 
fity of felf-defence had occalioned the fending 
the detachment, but the moft regular difci- 
pline and friendly conduct had been recom- 
mended to the commander ; and it was re- 
quefted that fuch injunctions might be iffued 
to the officers of that government as would 

Pa in 
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in future prevent effectually any thing of'tfc& 
like nature. Mr. Moftyn was apprized of 
thefe letters, and directed to aCt in confe- 
quence, and regularly to correfpond with 
Colonel Leflie. 

The advice of the drder to flopping the 
inarch of -the detachment, by the Bombay 
council, was about the fame time received 
from Colonel Leflie and that prefidency. The 
other part of their letter gave an account of 
the continuation of the uncertainty in the 
Poonah Durbar, and the imperfect ftate of 
Ragobah’s affairs there ; that General Bel- 
combe had returned to Pondicherry ; that 
the fhip Sartine had landed military ftores, 
which were for the fervice of Hyder Ally; 
and that the French were deterred from pro* 
ceeding to Choul by the appearance of the 
Englifh fquadron. Thefe advices were a- 
ground for a motion in the Supreme Coun- 
cil, that the detachment fhould be recalled to 
the Bengal fide of the Jumna, for to flay in 
an enemies country expofed the army to 
dangers productive of hoftilities, which might 
.bring on a general war, and if they remained^ 
inBoondelchund, that country muft be ruined. 
.It was infilled that the principal reafon hi- 
- . therto 
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therto alledged for this meafure, which was 
the effedfc of French negotiation with the 
Mahrattas was vanilhed ; for General Bel- 
combe having fent a Ihip with warlike ftores 
to Hyder Ally, who was actually at war 
^ith the Mahrattas, how could French in- 
trigue, if it ever had exifted, have any effedt? 
On the other hand it was argued, that being 
but thirty or forty kofs from the borders of 
Owde, the army was equally fafe and ready 
either for defence or attack ; and that upon 
confidering the whole context of that part of 
the Bombay letter which related to General 
Belcombe,it was evident that the French were 
deterred from proceeding to Clioul, by the 
appearance of our fquadron. That Mr. Mof- 
tyn’s letter mentioned St. Lubin being Hill 
at Poonah, favoured with the lame counte- 
nance, notwithftanding Mr. Moftyn’s remon- 
ftrance. It was therefore plain that the fame 
caufe exifted, and there was the lame danger 
from its conlequence. On thefe reafons Co- 
lonel Leflie*s intention of moving to the Bet- 
wah river for his encampment was approved, 
and he was prohibited from moving further 
until he Ihould receive orders to that effedt. 
The council directed the officer commanding 

P 3 at 
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at Culpeeto retain the poffeffion of it untile 
further orders. 

Terms of agreement having been finally 
adjufted between Colonel Leflie, and the two 
chiefs, orders were given fbjvthe march qf 
the firft divifion, oonfifting of the firft, fourth, 
and feventh battalions of fepoys, who let out 
at two o ? clock in the morning, on the ad of 
June, from Culpee. For the fir ft five miles 
the march was much impeded by the narrow- 
nefs of the road, and the very uneven broken 
ground of the country, the face of which 
exhibited a taoft Angular appearance, being 
thickly interfperfed with hillocks of conokar,, 
in which neither fhrub, or blade of grafs was 
to be fcen. In the language of the country 
conckar literally tranflated means cinder. The 
matter of which thefe hijlocks were compofed, 
feemed rather of that kind which we term 
icoria, fomething like what is thrown out of 
furhace$ in which iron ore is fmelted ; the 
difficulties arjfing from the nature of ground, 
were increafed by the extreme heat of the 
weather, and a want of water. At feven 
in the morning they came to a well, which 
•yvas unfortunately filled up; at nine, two 
Villages a little way to the right and left on 
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t he line of march, gave hopes of relief, but 
hd* quantity that could be got from thence 
was lo Imall, and the eagernefs of the troops 
lb great, that it proved of little benefit. At 
a quarter after eleven they at length reached 
the village of Murgong, where they found a 
fupply from feven or eight wells, which had 
not been filled up. The diftance from Cul- 
pee to that place was not more than fix teen 
miles. It is to be feared that thefe difficul- 
ties proceeded from want, of attention, and 
not having taken even common precautions 
to prevent them. Fortunately this error did 
not prove fo fatal as it was at firft feared ; 
only twenty fepoys, and about as many of 
the followers of the army, funk under the 
fatigue ; a number of European officers fick- 
ened, but all recovered, Captain Crawford 
excepted, who commanded the fourth batta- 
lion of fepoys, whofe lofs was great, and uni- 
verfally lamented. 

On the 5 th of June Colonel Leflie re- 
ceived letters from Bombay, countermanding 
the orders before given by them for the halt 
of the detachment, thefe were dated the 4th 
of May ; in confequence he refumed his 
march after a few days reft. 

P 4 The 
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The notice of this countermand was afcf ' 
nounced at Calcutta at the fame time thafthc 6 
relation of the march from Culpee was re- 
ceived from the army ; this had been pre- 
ceded by private letters, which reprefented 
the evils attending it, beyond the reality; 
thefe gave a gloom to the appearance of 
things, which was heightened to defpondency 
by the news of the misfoituue of the Britifh 
arms at Saratoga ; a propofal was made in 
council to recall the detachment, but it was 
not prefled, and the meafure continued. A 
caution was given to Colonel Leflie to avoid 
the route through Malva, where lay the 
country of Sindia, whofe fincerity there was 
room to doubt of, and to proceed direftly 
through Berar, unlefs Modagee fhould refule, 
which was raoft unlikely ; on the contrary, 
there was reafon even to certainty to rely on 
a friendly reception from him, and befides in 
in cafe of a neceflity of recalling the detach- 
ment, they would, in that country be within 
the reach of orders. Soon after, upon the 
news of war commenced with France, orders 
were fent not to pafs beyond that province 
till further inflru&ions fhould be received 
from the Supreme Council. 
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hVDb the 8th of June the firft divifion of 
ttfe detachment marched to Jetalpoor, where 
the whole joined on the 1 5 th, This is a 
well-built town* it is fituated on the fouthr 
weft bank of the Betwah Nullah , a pleaf? 
inj* river, whofe water, perfectly clear, runs 
over a bed of gravel, the depth about two 
feet only, though the banks are remarkably 
high. It takes its rife from a lake called 
Saugree, and after a courfe of about one 
hundred and fixty miles, empties itlelf into 
the Jumna, near Bibbipour; the country 
through which the army pafled, was open, 
and the roads good, but no trees were feen 
in it. On the 16th, the whole army 
marched towards Chatterpoore. 

Notwithftanding the agreement entered 
into between Colonel Leflie and the two 
chiefs, before the march from Culpee, he 
had caufe to fufpect duplicity ; a backward- 
nefs to fulfill the terms appeared in their 
whole conduit, and fubfequent events (hewed 
that the offers made by Ballagee were meant 
to deceive. The principal Rajah of Boondel- 
chund was Amroud Sing, who was of the 
' age of fifteen, and had upon the death of 
jijs father, about fix years before* been by 
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the contrivance of the miniftersof that priAets 
advanced to the fucceffion which they $re&- 
ed from his elder brother Sunret Sing, as 
Well as all the treafure. This junto now 
governed that country, with them Ballagee 
had 'great intereft, and he exerted all his in- 
fluence to the prejudice of the Englifh, re- 
presenting them as attached to Sunret, and 
having a defign to place him in the Raja- 
fhip. Sunret had not lain quiet ; he had 
a confiderable number of men in his fer- 
vice, and had made feveral efforts to recover 
his right, which to that time had been un- 
fuocefsful. 

On the 2 2d, the detachment had advanced 
to Rheat, twenty-four miles diftant from 
Jetalpoor. Though Colonel Leflie had not 
inet with any obftru&ion, his fufpicion of 
the intentions of the Boondelchund chiefs 
obliged him to move with great caution, be- 
fides which the intenfenefs of the heat occa- 
fioned fbme flownefs. About the 20th of 
June, on the eaft fide of the Belah, the ther- 
mometer rofe to to2 degrees, and on the 
weft fide to 107 and a half : and from the 
middle of May it was not ever lower than v 
$ & degrees, This made the nights very dif- 

greeable. 
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agreeable, as the ufual remedy of wetting 
thdS oiftfide of the tent cpuld not at that time 
'be ufed *. 

Colonel Leflie had now received letter? 
fron^ Mr. Moftyn, who then was at Poor 
nah, inclofing paflports, and orders for afi- 
fiftance from Holcar and Sindia in his march 
through their refpe&ive territories ; but he 
had alfo received advices of a force heing 
collected between Chatterpoore and Poonah 
on the banks of the river Cane, where they 
had taken pod: under the command of their 
feveral chiefs Ballagee, Amroud Sing, and 
others, but with what intention was not 
known. 

The troops moved from Rheat on the 
2 4th, and the 27th reached Seerenagur, forty- 
four miles diftant, a well-built fort of ftone, 
fituated on a commanding height. They 
made halt here till the id: of July, when 
they moved to Mulherra fix miles from 

* Thefe heats are durjhg the reign of the land winds. 
A diminution of them is obtained by keeping theoutfide 
of the tent continually wet. Liquors are cooled by wrap- 
ping a wet napkin round the bottle ; and hanging it in 
the wind : it is remarkable that when the cooling winds 
t)low this methpd h«}th not the. fame efFefh 

Chatter- 
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Chatterpoore. Here a meffenger came from 
Amroud Sing with offers to fupply provi- 
lions, if the detachment would take the route 
he fhould direct, which was towards the 
lame parts of the country as had been recom- 
mended by Ballagee, and be concluded by>fay- 
ing, they muft not pals through Chatterpoore. 
The troops halted one day, to give time for 
an anfwer to this meffage, which confifted 
in repeated declarations of peaceable inten- . 
tions, and of the attention that Ihould be 
had to the fafety and protection of the inha- 
bitants, but that the troops could march by 
no other road than Chatterpoore. 

On the 3d the army marched to Chat- 
terpoore, and encamped fouthward of the 
town, between two hills, having that town 
in the rear, the town of Mow three cois to 
the weftward, and Rajah Gur about feven to 
the eaftward, The place was found aban- 
doned by all but very few inhabitants, fome 
of whom were merchants. Three heavy 
contributions had been laid, and partly col- 
lected from the people, for the purpole of. 
oppoffng the march ; and that the Englilh 
fhould not procure any aid there, feveral of 
the riphefl merchants had been lent in irons 

’/ ( p 
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tojRaj&h Gur, and all were ordered to quit 
•the place on pain of the mo ft fevere military 
execution. 

This hoftile appearance confirmed the in- 
telligence Colonel Leflie received of the dif- 
pofition of the troops in that diftridt under 
their Averal leaders; a party of 700 ca- 
valry, 2000 infantry, with nine pieces of 
artillery were ported at Mow, under the 
command of Hamet Cawn, who was joined 
by Gudd Sing with his force, and was with 
the utmoft diligence repairing and adding to 
the fortifications of that place ; on the road 
to Rajah Gur, about fix miles on this fide, 
they had an advanced guard, and had made 
a fence acrofs the road for their fecurity ; 
thefe were fupported by a party of a thou- 
fand horfe, and as many foot, ported near 
the fort of Rajah Gur on the weft fide of it, 
under the command of three chiefs ; be- 
tween Rajah Gur and the river Cane Balla- 
gee was Rationed with another body of ca- 
valry and infantry ; and on the other fide of 
the river; at the bottom of the hills oppofite 
to a pafs four miles from the river, and fix 
from Pennah, Rajah Amroud Sing had taken 
port with 500 cavalry, 4000 infantry, and 

twenty 
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twenty pieces of cannon ; orders had b$ei? 
lent to the villages, round, forbidding the in- 
habitants to fupply the convoy with provi- 
fions on pain of death ; the few remaining 
merchants were ordered to fell off their ef- 
fects, and remit the money to the Efojah, 
and then to leave the town immediately. In 
this fituation, on the fourth of July, an- 
fwers were received from Ballagee and Am* 
roud Sing ; that from Amroud plainly ap- 
peared dictated by the forn^er, and meant 
only to gain time and amufe till every thing 
was ready for an effeftual oppofition : as for 
his own it threw off the malk ; in a ftile of 
Contempt and indifference, he wrote that the 
detachment might march what road it pleafed ; 
at the fame time he declared to his officers, 
that he had written lb, but that he would 
die on the fpot rather than fuffer it to pafs 
by* Sagur, which was the only road now 
left, unlefs they retreated and took the route 
by Janfy, which would have favoured the 
defignsof the two Rajahs, and for that pur- 
pofe had been recommended by Amroud iq 
the laft letter fent by him. 

At this jun&ure two Rajahs of Boondel* 
chund, Gommsyi Sing and Comman Sing, 

fent 
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lent their Vaqueels to Colonel Leflie: they 
*had formerly been difpoflefled of fome of their 
territory by the family of Gudd Sing. Balla- 
gee had fummoned them to meet him, in 
confideration of which he promifed a reftora- 
tioiq of this territory, but being tardy in 
the 'execution of this promife, they with- 
held ^hcir aid, and now folicited alliance 
to gain the Englilh protection, offering 
plenty of grain which the villages around 
abounded with, and defired fafeguard : Rajah 
Sunret Sing brother of Amroud made the 
like offers of fupplying provifions, and with 
the fame requeft of fafeguards; and this 
chief’s Vaqueel having prefled that his mafter 
fhould join the Englifh army, Colonel Leflie, 
that he might by that means not only have 
an increafe of afliftance, but to fecure Gom- 
man and Comman Sing who were very much 
attached to him, wrote to him defiring him 
to join, and fafeguards were lent to feveral 
villages belonging to thole Rajahs; but they* 
were immediately driven away by a party 
from the garrilbn of Mow, who, not con- 
sented with this infult, drove off three hun- 
dred bullocks loaded with grain for the 
camp,., fome of the baggage camels, and 
woujided rnany of the fervants and followers 

of 
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of the army. The Candaharian cavalry^ were 
immediately defadhed, and came up in time 
to refcue the greateft part of the plunder 
taken. 

{ 

It was now plain why Ballagee ha<k re-i 
commended the march through Mow, "and 
that the fcheme was laid to purfue{' every 
means of annoying the detachment, and that 
all the moderation hitherto fhewn was with- 
out fuccefs ; notwithftandiug which, and 
thefe repeated a£ts of violence, to avoid the 
imputation of having begun hoftilities, Co- 
lonel Leflie determined to wait for an an- 
fwer to his laft reprefentations before he be- 
gun to a£t. But intelligence was now 
brought to him, that fome parties had got 
into his rear, on the road he had marched, 
with an intention of cutting off his commu- 
nication with Culpee. This was too foon 
verified, by advices received that Captain 
Monro, coming up with a fmall party to join 
the camp, had been attacked, and after mak- 
ing as gallaut a refinance as poflible, had 
been grievoufly wounded, moft of his party • 
killed, all his own, and fome baggage belong- 
ing to the army, plundered and taken. The 
Candaharian horfe, and four companies of 

lepoys, 
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fej^ys, with a furgeon, Were immediately- 
• detached in hdpes of being in time to fave 
’him, but in vain. He had been left for 
dead in the field ; but a Bramin feeing feme 
remains of life in him, had given him re- 
fugo in a little fort near the place of adlion, 
Wh tre he remained for two days ; at the end 
of which feme of thefe barbarians returned* 
forced? him froni the Bramin, and in cold 
blood butchered him in an adjoining Wood* 
His fervant, who had efcaped, brought this 
melancholy account of his mailer's fate to 
this detachment which he met on the road, 
and which now returned to camp* While 
they related this cataftrophe, advice was 
brought that a party from Mow had driven 
off all the cattle for carriage belonging; to the 
army that were grazing at feme diflance* 
The picquets of the line, and all the cavalry, 
were lent in purfuit ; they feon came up 
with the plunderers, and recovered the cattle* 

Colonel Lefiie, finding how unavailing 
all his reprefentations had proved for redrefs 
of outrages, determined to repel them by 
force, and to difiodge the party under Ha- 
met Cawn from Mow* Colonel Goddard 
was appointed for this fervice, with the fifth, 

fixthj 



*42 AN ACCOUNT 

fixth, and feventh battalion of fepoys, 
artillery, and two twelve pounders. *Th? 
regiment of cavalry under the command of 
Captain Afli marched in the rear, and . the 
Candaharian horfe were divided in front and 
on the flanks, at half a mile’s diftanceL to 
reconnoitre the country, and prevent /the 
enemy from receiving any intelligence ,»/f the 
party’s approach. The road was found 'much 
broken up, and worfe than had been reported : 
this, with a heavy fall of rain, fomewhat 
retarded the march, infomuch that daylight 
appeared when the troops were yet a mile 
diftant from the place. 

Lieutenant Colonel Parker, who led the line, 
di reded Lieutenant Lucas to take pofleflion 
of a molque on the right, which was imme- 
diately executed, under the fire of the enemy. 
From this place they had a full view of 
the town, which flood upon very irregular 
ground afcending and defending ; it was 
walled round and encompafled by a rampart 
and breafl-work, in thefe there were breaches, 
and one particularly through which ran the 
road. The rampart was commanded by 
high ground behind, being within reach of 
mufketry : on thefe hills the enemy had 
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S *ip3 troops, and on a hill oppofite the 
ichj through which the road ran, there 
a piece of artillery* 

AVIarge tank of water lay on the tight of 
that ^preach, arid extended along the fide of 
the i®ad ; this, together with hills on the 
left, fiVrtned the pafs which led to the en- 
t ranee of the town : the difficulty of the ap- 
proach through this was iticreafed by hills in 
front. 

Colonel Goddard with the advanced guard 
marched up the road to attack the breach, 
which he entered under a heavy fire, and par- 
ticularly from the piece of artillery oppofite 
to it, which was very Well ferved* One of 
the tumbrils happening to lack in the breach, 
lome of the troops perceiving another open- 
ing towards the left, which led to a hill on 
that fide, filed off, and gained the hill after 
fome reliftance ; the other part of the troops 
were obliged, by the tumbril flicking yet in 
the way, to get through the breach by the 
Indian file * : three companies of the feventh 
were ordered to attack the heights ; the re- 

* Man by man fingly. 

Qj* 


raainder 
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mainder of the troops, as they arrived, %rm?> 
ing and fupporting them ; after much 
ficulty from a (harp refinance, and 
nature of the ground, which often obliged 
them to crawl on hands and feet, the# fuc- 
ceeded, having driven off thofe whovwere 
polled there ; by this the accefs to the/town 
was free. j? 

Before this could be effected, Colonel 
Goddard had pulhed on to fecond the attack, 
by forcing the pafs, where he fuftained a 
very heavy fire, and had his horfe lhot under 
him in two places : however he forced his 
way through the town in purfuit of the fly- 
ing enemy ; he had not advanced five hundred 
yards, when another range of hills prefented 
themfelves, on which the enemy appeared 
with fome cannon. They were foon dis- 
lodged and fled over the plain. The Can-> 
daharian cavalry had unluckily loft their 
way and were not of any fervice in the 
purfuit, which fell to the (hare of the re- 
giment of cavalry, and would have been 
more efte&ual had the others come up/ 
On the fide of the Engliih the lofs was in- 
confiderable, being only about fix fepoys 
killed and nineteen wounded ; the enemy 

fuffered 
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futi^d Very confiderably. Colonel Goddard 
•raok pofleffiotl of the place with nine pieces 
oHcanuon, with fome tumbrils, floras, and 
ammunition : the troops behaved with great 
fpiriAand refolution. This blow had the moll 
fortunate efF^dt. Ballagee, AmroudSing, and 
the omer chiefs called in all their, parties, 
croffedi the river Cane, and took poft with 
their whole force collected on the other 
•fide, nearly oppofite to Rajah Gur. By this 
retreat the country round Chatterpoore re- 
gained undifturbed, and the camp was plen- 
tifully fupplied with provifions*, Defer- 


* The return of the troops compdfing the detachment, 
with their fervants and followers, fent by Colonel Leflie 
from Chatterpoore. 



Commif. 

Troops, 

Servants and 

Total. 


Officers. 

followers. 


Cavalry ift regiment 

8 

526 

1932 

2466 

Artillery 8 th company 

IO 

634 

3200 

3844 

Infantry 6 battalions 

7° 

4964 

10876 

15910 

Head quarters and? 
brigade ftaff $ 

>S 

1 S 6 3 

1578 

Nabob cavalry 


500 

1700 

2200 

With the field engineer 


508 

508 

Grand total 

103 

6624 

>9.779 

26506 


r 


• The Bazars or markets, with their neceflary attendants 
for procuring the fupplies of provifions, are not included 
in this ; they are efiimated at 1 2,000. 

As there hath been no want of provi/ion during the 
whole march, the nature of the country may be judged of 
from this return, as well as that of an Indian army. 

Q^3 tions 
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tions, which happened about this time, v #lad<2., 
an example of fe verity neceffary : the e^fe*» 
cution of one fepoy only prevented the /evil 
from increafing. Shortly after the fourth 
and fixth battalions of fepoys demanded in 
an irregular manner, an increafe of allow- 
ance, on account as they pretended Jx the 
high price of provifions : thofe Who ap- 
peared moft forward were immediately con- 
fined ; the battalions were ordered under 
arms, and on the reprefentations of Colonel 
Goddard, who was fent to them, all appear-, 
ance of difcontent ceafed ; and after making 
proper fubmiffion for the irregularity of their 
application, they remained perfectly fatif- 
fied to wait the decifion of the Supreme 
Council, before whom their claims were to 
be laid. The ajifwer from them was a pe- 
remptory fpirited refufal, which had all the 
eSedi that could be defired, as the demand 
was never after renewed. 

The army had pow remained ina&ive 
and undifturbed fince the i oth of July ; 
during that period nothing material appears 
to have occurred ; the letters from Colonel 
Leflie to Calcutta contain only a de- 
tail of negotiations with Amroud Sing, be- 
gun* 
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broken off, and renewed, and a men- 
tion" of fome obftru&ions to his march, from 
we rains and the fwelling of the rivers and 
Millahs thereby, without any other reafon 
givten for this delay. 

t)n the 1 2 th of Auguft, the Rajahs Gom- 
moiK and Comman Sing, who had fo early 
offeree! their fervice, withdrew from the 
camp with their forces during the night, 
without having given any previous notice of 
their intentions. This fudden defection was 


foon found to be owing to the intrigues of 
Amroud Sing ; letters which the elder bro- 
ther Suuret Sing had intercepted and com- 
municated to Colonel Leflie difeovered this : 


he thereupon determined to march towards 
Rajah Gur, propofing there tQ crofs the ri- 
ver, and force Amroud Sing either to come to 
an engagement, or retire. Orders were given 
for the artillery taken at Mow to be deftroy- 
ed, anilPtbr the detachment left there to join 
the army, which was effected on the 1 4th. 


This long halt at Chatterpoore was unac- 
countable, Colonel Leflie had been repeatedly 
warned! by the Supreme Council againfl: tak- 
ing part in the quarrels which the princes 
<L4 « 
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Qr chiefs of thofe countries through wh$!h 
he was to pafs might have in their famijie^if 
and therefore ought not to have h een 
tailed by any propofal made by Supret Siijig, 
or other chiefs tp obtain his affiftance againft 
Amroud, Sing : yet this feems to have open 
fthe only obje< 9 t in his view during thajppe- 
tibd. The fuppofitipn moft favoural^e to 
him was, that after the unprovoked enmity 
fhewn by Amroud it might Jteem politic to 
encourage the offer of friendship of a compe- 
titor, .which ftep, by intimidating the Rajah, 
might change his meafures, and infure fup- 
plies of provifion. Jf his motive went fur- 
ther he was guilty of pofitive difobedience s 
in this uncertainty the Supreme Council fu- 
ipended their decision upon this part of his 
conduct, fo little anfvvering their expecta- 
tions. 

On the 15 th of Auguff the arimt began 
their march towards Rajah pur, which they 
reached on the 1 7th, the diftapce is about 
twenty miles from Chatterpoore. Rajah 
Gur is an antient palace furroupded with 
high walls, handfomely ornamented within 
and without, lituated on the fide of an high 
fiijl, tvyo miles from the river Qne, a large 

town 
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tdpft Spreading itfelf on a plain to the fouth- 
<gaft of the hill. 

Colonel Leflie, with the quarter-mattes 
general, and the advanced guard, went to 
view the ground for an encampment as near 
as p^ffible to the river. Upon their appear* 
ance the enemy of the oppofite fide began to 
fire finartly from fix or feven pieces of can- 
non ; but without any effect, as the troops 
were foon covered by the advantage of a hol- 
low way. Orders were immediately fent to 
bring up two twelve, two fix pounders, and 
a fiowitz : as foon as thele were placed the 
cannonade was returned, and a few carcafies 
thrown from the howitz fet fire to the huts, 
which were fpon confumed, and obliged the 
enemy to remove to a greater diftance : ground 
for the encampment was then taken, out of 
the reach of their artillery. The river Cane 
is here very rapid, full of rocks, large ftones, 
and ftumps of trees ; in the time of the rains 
it is about fix hundred yards wide, but a few 
days of fair weather makes it fordable in fe- 
yeral places. 

'While Colonel I^eflie was making necef* 
jfjpry preparations for the paflage of the river, 

termf 
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terms of accommodation as ufual wer^j^fo- 
pofed by Amroud Sing, a negotiation entered* 
into, and hopes entertained that the disputes 
between the two brothers would be Ipe^ily 
and finally adjufted. But on the 3 1 ft intel- 
ligence was received that a detachmekt of 
about 2000 cavalry and infantry, having 
crofted the river, under the command of a 
chief called Puddam Sing, had marched into 
the rear, with an intention of cutting off 
the communication with Chatterpoore, which 
he threatened to plunder, if any thing was 
fuffered to pafs through, or was fent from 
thence to the Englilh army, and had feized 
three or four hundred bullocks loaded with 
grain coming to the camp. 

On the 1 ft of September Captain Popham 
was detached after him with his battalion of 
iepoys, their artillery, and the Candaharian 
cavalry. In the evening he got intelligence 
of the enemy’s fituation ; and early the next 
morning, leaving the battalion with their 
artillery to follow with as much expedition 
as poftible, he advanced with the grenadiers 
and cavalry. About noon he came in fight 
of the enemy, whom he found drawn up, 
aiid prepared to receive him; they had dif- 

poied 
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Ifoied of their cavalry on their right, and 
their left, which was compofed of their in- 
fantry was covered by a Nullah, and a copfe 
^f thick underwood. Captain Popham di- 
vided his cavalry on the right and left of his 
grenadiers, who formed the center, and with 
whom he advanced brilkly on the enemy, 
receiving their fire, and referving his until 
he "came clofe to their line, when it was 
poured in and repeated with fuch effett that 
they broke ; they were purfued with great 
flaughter for fome miles by the Candaharian 
horfe. Among the llain twenty-four of the 
enemy were found on the fpot where they 
received the fir ft volley. The lofs on our 
fide was one grenadier killed, four wounded, 
and of the cavalry, two killed, and four 
wounded. Some of the enemy retreated to 
a fort called Gurgunge, which they aban- 
doned in the night ; Lieutenant Tifdale was 
wounded in reconnoitring it. Captain Pop- 
ham was ordered to remain in that neigh- 
bourhood to watch the motions of the enemy, 
who Teemed to be again afi'embling. 

A little before this the pofleffion of Culpee 
being now no longer thought neceffary, it 
was by order of the Supreme Council given 

«P» 
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up, and the Ettglifh guard withdrawn : 
feemed for a little fpaee to have reconciled' 
Bsaliagee ; but the impediments thrown m 
the way of the detachment fhewed his infi/i- 
cerity, and how little was to be expend 
from any negotiation with him,, or with ahy 
of the chiefs under his influence ; as Ana- 
roud Sing’s minifters were fo, it was /vain 
fo hope that he would conclude any effectual 
treaty, efpecially when one of the terms re- 
quired was a provifion for his elder brother, 
by yielding him a part of his dominion, yet 
he continually fent meffages of accommo- 
dation. It was plain the end fought was 
delay, this was feen through, but the de- 
lay muff? have taken place from the great 
rain which levelled the river, and made 
it neceflhry fo provide boats and rafts for 
the pafi'sge, and even then Colonel Leflie 
thought the rapidity was fuch, that he waited 
a day or two longer. He now received let- 
ters from the Rajah of Berar Moodagee 
Boofla, prefling his march to the Nerbuddah* 
containing the moft friendly offers, and in- 
forming him that he had fent a perfon of 
confidence to meet him on the banks of that 
river, where he would find every thing pre- 
pared for his preTeirf oceafions, and that fu- 
ture accommodations (hould be furnifhed 

through 
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ttp&ugh his dominions. In the fame letter 
/Moodagee exp refled with warmth the great 
tatisfa&ion he felt in the hopes of foon 
feVing Mr. Elliott, who was then on the 
rosd to Berar : but unfortunately the public 
weie deprived of his fervices and abilities at 
thi$ critical juncture. 

He Was feized on the 4th of September by 
a bilious fever, and inflammation of the liver, 
which from the beginning had mortal 
fymptoms. The firffc account of his illnefs 
was written by Mr. Farquhar his fecretary ; 
this letter was dated on the bank of a Nul- 
lah, two cofs to the eaftward of Serinagur, 
the 9 th of September : from the fame place 
a letter of the 1 3th, gave the melancholy 
account of his death ; thefe advices were re- 
ceived at Calcutta the 5th of October. Some- 
thing of the chara&er of this excellent man 
hath been already mentioned : much was 
expefted from his parts and talents cultivated 
with unremitted diligence before he went to 
India, blit as if the approach to the fun had 
brightened the flame of genius, he appeared 
fit for any undertaking, almofl immediately 
after his arrival there. This could not efcapc 
Mr. Haftings who cherifhedand trufled him ; 

during 
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during a fhort Tendency in Europe in , 
year 1776 his penetration, fegacity, an<f> 
difcretion anfwered fully his friend* s expedfcV 
tions, who found the effedt of them at liis 
return. i' 

About the fame time as the letters febrrt 
Moodagee were received, there came fomeirorn 
the Nabob ofBopaul, through whofe territories 
the route of the detachment lay in the way 
to the Nerbuddah : they were in the moft 
friendly {train. Advice of thefe letters was 
fent by Colonel Leflie, who at the fame 
time mentioned the conclufion of treaties 
in his own name, and that of the Company 
with the feveral Boondelchund chiefs, the ne- 
gotiation for which had lafted fo long ; yet 
he was fufpicious of Ballagee through whofe 
territory he was to pafs. 

The death of Mr. Elliot was of the moft 
fetal confequence, there was not any perfoii 
who could well fupply his place, he pofiefled 
the entire confidence of the governor general* 
and was looked on in that light by Moodagee ; 
a few days would have brought him to his 
court, where every thing might have been 
fettled before the arrival of the detachment. 

Now 


V 
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Nipv^a length of time muft have patted be- 
,fore "another perfon could be properly in- 
ftkp&ed and reach Berar. 

The paft conduct of Colonel Lellie, on 
whom this negotiation mull immediately de- 
volve, did not promife great fuccefs ; he had 
been from the beginning of April to the 
middle of September performing what might 
have, been done in two weeks, having met 
but a trifling refiftance, and no caufe of delay 
appearing, but fettling difputes and making 
treaties in the families of the princes through 
whofe country he had patted, exprefsly con- 
trary to repeated inftru£tion$. The governor 
general was greatly embarrafled ; he pro- 
pofcd, after much doubt' in his own mind, to 
let matters iland for' feme time as they were, 
without fubftituting any perfon in the place 
of Mr. Elliot, and wait to fee what courfe 
Moodagee would take, and whether he would 
renew his applications : all his letters had 
ihewn a defire, and even impatience, to enter 
upon the bufinefs Mr. Elliot was charged 
with; the reafons which induced him to 
follicit an alliance with the Englilh fub- 
fifted ; it was therefore proper at that time 
to write to Moodagee, only mentioning the 

misfortune 
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misfortune which had put a flop to <h$u < 
negotiation, and defiling for the pftfeuf , 
his afliftance for promoting the march of 
the detachment to its deft i nation. This^oc- 
cafioned a renewal of altercations in / J the 
council : the debates hi their confultations 
extend to whole volumes. This difference 
of opinion arple from the differentr'prin* 
ciples on which the members reafoned t thofc 
adopted in the beginning of the prefent admi- 
niftration invariably influenced the opinions 
of one part of it upon every occafion ; peace 
had been recommended from England as the 
great object, therefore nothing that could 
by any means tend to interrupt it was to be 
admitted : confequently the fcheme of ex- 
tending their alliance to the different ftates 
of that region was dangerous ; intermeddling 
in their affairs upon any difputes, either in- 
ternal or between one ftate and another, per- 
nicious; all ads in consequence* difobedi- 
ence to the orders of the Diredors ; of courie 
every meafure for that purpofe was to be op- 
pofed. On the other hand the governor 
general and Mr. Barwell were of opinion, 
that to make the Engliih nation confiderable, 
and give its eftabliihment ftability, it 
was neceflary to extend its influence; to 

have 
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have connections with all the princes of In- 
■doftan, which fliould make them look up to 
it as the preferver of their relpeCtive indepen- 
dence from that power, under whole preffure 
thdy had groaned lb long. This fyftem hath 
already been detailed. From this difference 
of fy Items role a difference of opinions upon 
every political and military matter not only 
on file firft mention of the plan, but on 
each operation neceflary in the execution of 
it. Upon the firft advices from Bombay of 
the commotions in the Durbar of Poonah, 
the feconding the defigns of that council to 
take advantage of thofe diffractions was re- 
probated by that part of the council; the 
projeCt of fending the detachment acrofs the 
peninfula was called impracticable and fruit' 
lefs, immoderate in expence, and productive 
of war with every nation in India; the al- 
liance with Berar, a mcafure unneceflary, 
and big with mifchief. Nor was the danger 
from French influence, or the probability of 
an attack upon Bombay by an expedition 
from the iflands, or other arrangements be- 
tween the Mahrattas and that nation, looked 
on as real, the conjectures were on the con- 
trary fide : on the other hand, the governor 
general grounded his fentiments and forpied 

R his 
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hispropofed fchemes,not only on conjecture, 
but information which he. could, depend upon 
of the reality of the French minifters defigns. 
From fuch difference of opinion rofe per- 
petual altercations : the prefent misfortune 
which fufpended the negotiation for an al- 
liance with Moodagee was a ground to fup- 
pofe an annihilation of the project, '* and 
therefore to objeCt to the letter propofed 1 , and 
to move that the whole fcheme fliould be 
difcontinued. The news received of the de- 
preffion of Ragobah’s party at Poonah, the 
fufpenfion of action at Bombay, without any 
communication from them of any future 
plan, and above all the fatal delay of the 
detachment having been upwards of four 
months from their croffirig the Jumna to the 
banks of the Cane, were itrong arguments 
fbr its recall ; for as that diftance was not 
above one hundred and twenty miles, at that 
rate, in what time was the detachment likely 
to arrive at Bombay ? even exclufive of any 
check or delay to which it might be expofed 
from ©ppofition by enemies, it muff: be a- 
twelvemonth : how then could they be ufe- 
ful againff: prefent dangers ? Therefore ad- 
mitting it necefiary to ferengthen Bombay 

again# 
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agaiglh sth invafiori, it remained to be proved 
that the detachrhent, in its intended route, 
would arrive there in time to anfwer the 
end* propofed : and it was alledged that a 
more fafe method might be purfued by lend- 
ing a detachment of General Munro’s army 
from Madras ; which might be Ipared, as the 
fate of Pondicherry mud by that time be de- 
cided^ by its being taken, or the defign given 
over: and if this mult be replaced, it might 
bfe done by the force in the northern circars ; 
which again, if nfeceffary, might be replaced 
from Bengal ; that mode was liable to fewer 
objections than any other, being limple and 
feafy in its execution. 

To all this it was anfweredj that although 
the death of Mr. Elliot deprived them of the 
advantage expe&ed from his abilities and 
the plenitude of his commiffion, lome advan- 
tage yet remained ; that the powers of the 
Mahrattas and the Decan Were to be counter- 
poiled by alliances, which might disjoin the 
Haters compofing them, and unite lome of 
them to the Englilh ; that the intereftg of 
Bengal and Baftar naturally led to fuch ah 
union ; that a fufpehflon of that alliance did 
not annihilate the reafons on which it was 
R a originally 
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originally grounded, or render the march of-' 
the detachment unneceflary : that future events 
were not to be judged of by paft errors, and 
a fuppofition that they would be fuffered to 
continue : that the march of the detachment 
might have been made from Culpee to the 
banks of the Cane in ten days : that what- 
ever fervice the detachment might a£t in 
hereafter, whether for the reftoration df Ra- 
gobah, or in refilling a French invafion, or 
he recalled , at a future period, the prefent 
continuation of its march was proper: that 
until the crifxs which (hould determine its 
ultimate deftination, its fituation in Bcrar 
was central to all the Englilh fettlements ; 
it might be a check to the Poonah govern- 
ment if only meditating, or a defeat to de- 
figns, if already formed by them. As to the 
propofal of fending troops from Madras, it 
was liable to yet more objeftions than had 
been urged againft the march from Culpee. 
True, that in a right line, the diftance of each 
pf thole places from Bombay was nearly the 
fame ; hut the route from Madras mull: be 
traced along the coaft to the fouth, and round 
the country of Travancore to Anjengo, and 
from thence, either by a dangerous navigation 
along • the Malabar coaft, or continued by 

\ land 
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» Igmd through the dominions of Hyder Ally; 
whereas the road from Culpee deviated hut 
**a little from the right line, fo that with fu- 
perior difficulties the former would exceed it 
in length almoft one third, befides having 
marches of other troops to replace thole io 
detached from the Carnatic. 

In confequence of thefe arguments it was 
refblved that Colonel Leflie fhould profecute 
his march in conjunction with the troops of 
Moodagee, if he chofe to join the detach- 
ment with any, and that he fhould obey the 
orders of the prefidency of Bombay for his 
deftination ; with a diferetionary power to 
fufpend his march after his arrival in Berar, 
if Moodagee did not join him with a force, 
or if he did not receive orders from Bom- 
bay : and letters were to be written to that 
council, informing them of thefe orders, and 
to defire that either upon their former plan, 
if fubfifting, or any new for the reftoration 
of Ragobah under the conditions before fti- 
pulated, or the neceffity of repelling a French 
invafion, which fhould require the progrefs 
of the detachment, even without the junc- 
tion of any other power in alliance with 
them, in any fuch cafe only to' command it 

R 3 
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to advance. The debates on this fubje# wejjp,- 
further continued, and at laft ended in a re- 
folution to recall Colonel Leftie. 

€ 

This was notified to him in a letter dated 
the 1 5th of Oftober, where jn they alfb dif- 
avowed the treaty he had made with the Ra- 
jahs of Boondelchund, as made in direct viola- 
tion of their orders, and he was commanded 
to deliver over the charge of the detachment 
to Colonel Goddard, or the officer !next in 
command, and to repair without lofs of time 
to Calcutta, to give an account of his con- 
duct. Letters were alfo written to Colonel 
Goddard, inclofing copies of the inftruftions 
which had been given to Colonel Leflie, and 
repeating the feveral dire^iopfr which had 
been given him, as well in relation to his 
march, and the orders of the Bombay couiir 
cil, as to his transactions with the ^ajah of 
Berar, and a particular injun&ion tp recall 
any detachment that fhould have been made 
from the main body, and to keep the 
whole together. 

Colonel Leslie's death had, hefbre this, 
put an. end tp fll enquiries j he had at laft 
giyen orders for the march on the 2? th of 

September, 
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September, but on that very day he was 
feifed by a bilious fever, of which he died, 
the 3d of Q&ober. By this event the com* 
k 'mand had already devolved on Colonel God- 
dard, a man whofe abilities have (hewn him 
equal to any undertaking. He immediately 
gave notice of Colonel Leflie’s death, and his 
intention to march on with all poiflble dif- 
patch, as foon as he Ihould, from the papers 
of the deceafed, have got information of the 
intentions of the board relative to that fer- 
vice, and taken his meafures thereon ; all 
which required but very few days. 

Agreeably tothefe promiles the detachment 
marched from Rajah Gur on the 8th, and 
on the rath arrived at Goorgunge, a diftance 
of thirty-feven miles, having left the coun- 
try in perfedt peace, and the Boondelchund 
chiefs profeffing amity towards each other, 
and refpaft and friendfhip to the Engliih na- 
tion, whofe power in arms they had felt. 
The army was plentifully fupplied with 
every neceflary for its fupport and conve- 
nience, 

BalJageeV territory begins about Goor- 
gunge, from whence the detachment marched 
- R 4 '■ Oflr 
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on the 1 4th ; on the 1 6th they arrived at^ 
Coutnee Nullah, where they halted ®t$b* 
days. Whilii in this camp', a party of va- 
gabonds, profeffing to be a religious order], 
well known in the eaft by the name 
of Pandarums, ^bout three hundred in 
number, got into the rear of the Englifh 
army, and drove off two elephants, and 

• fome camels; this was part of a body of 

two thoufand who were in the neighbour- 
hood. Thole banditti are the pelt of India, 
roving about the country in great bodies, 
fometimcs begging, but oftner plundering 
and otherwife diftreffing the poor inhabitants. 
Four companies of grenadiers, and a party of 
cavalry were immediately fent after thefe 
pilferers, whom they foon overtook and re- 
covered the plunder, killing about twenty in 
the purfuit. ' 

On the 1 8th, the troops moved and 

• reached Heerapour, a march of about five 
miles only, owing to the difficulties of the 
road, and' of a pafs, which the rear guard, 
baggage, and artillery could not get through* 
until the T pth in the evening. 

On 
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Oft the loth, a Vaqueel came from Balla- 
"^eeVith a propofalto Colonel Goddard not 
to take, the intended route by Sagur, repre- 
"l&uting it wotild be attended with great lofs 
and inconvenience, as the inhabitants would 
abandon the city on the approach of the 
troops, that there was another road as good, 
and but little out of the way, adding the 
ftroageft aflurances that if this requeft was 
Complied with, the detachment Ihould not 
meet with the leaft obftru&ion in its march, 
but be plentifully fuppjied with provifions. 

Colonel Goddard, fatjsfied that his compli- 
ance was moll likely to forward the great 
.objeft of th.e prefent fervice, which was dis- 
patch, and being well informed that the road 
propofed was as pra&icable, and but fourteen 
miles longer, granted this requeft, without 
abating any thing of his ufual vigilance and 
precaution, being ever on his guard againft 
the deiigris of a man whofe charafter was 
made up of fraud and deceit, 

v From the tim.e the army left Rajah Gur, to 
the . a.oth of Qftober, the country they had 
jto pals was hrukefi and mountainous and the 

roads 



266 ANA C COUNT 

roads bad. Every thing now began to wea$, 
a better appearance, thecountry was op^ 
fine, and 'Well-cultivated. The ficknefs which 
ever in fome degree accompanies the raifty 
leafon was vanished, and all breathed the 
lpirit of their general. 

On the a i ft the march was refumed, and 
on the a 8th the troops arrived at Maliown, 
a large town belonging to Ballagee, 5 1 miles 
diftant from Heerapour: here they halted 
until the jft of November, on which day 
they reached Kimleflah. This is a large 
fort and ftrong citadel belonging to Ballagee, 
and there it was fuppofed he had deposited 
all his treafures which he had brought from 
Sagur, The fort is fituated on a bill, the 
walls are built of hewn ftone, without any 
cement ; the citadel on the higheft part of 
the. hill commands the whole; the ramparts 
of this are very ftrong, built of ftone, and 
laid in mortar. This is the firft town of 
note in the province of Malava, the bounda-* 
ries of which begin fome miles on the eafterq 
fide of it. 

On the 4th of November the detachment 
arrived at Kourney, diftant from Kimleflah; 

■ ' ' ' twenty-feven, . • 
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j^enty-feven miles. At this village ends the 
"ternfbly properly belonging to Ball v agee, and 
j fmall diftria begins, called the Bilfah 
Country, belonging to Sindia, but holden 
for him by a Patan chief, 


Hitherto Ballagee feerped to have kept to 
the terms of his laft agreement ; but it was 
in hd)?e of lulling Colonel Goddard into a 
degree of fepurity, which he flattered himfelf 
he might take advantage ; for on the laft day’s 
march, when the army was nearly out of his 
confines, he fuddenly appeared in their rear 
with a body of 5000 cavalry, and made an 
attack on the baggage, but without the leafl: 
effect j a ftrolig rear guard, with the good 
order and difpofition of the troops, prepared 
againft all furprile, left him nothing but the 
difgrace of the attempt, and of a repulfe 
tvith the lofs of ibme men. This conduct 
was equally perfidious and unmerited, as the 
itri&efl: care had been taken to prevent the 
troops in their pafiage from doing any da- 
mage to his country, which difcipline was 
productive of this good effe&, that none of 
the villages in the line of march were for- 
Jaken by the inhabitants. 


The 
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The chief of the Bilfah diftri£t t h^^ 
agreed to the paiTage of the detachment 
through his country, they marched on ps€ 
pth, and arrived at Burfeah, near whicn his 
territory ends, on the 1 5th. 

During this laft march, which was the 
length of fixty miles, Ballagee’s troops, 
whole numbers were increafed to near 
1 0000, every day appeared, and ceafed not 
harraffing our rear. At night they retired to 
luch a diftance as made a furprife impractica- 
ble. They failed in every attempt, nor 
were they able even to retard the march. 

On the 1 7 th the army marched from 
Burfeah, and entered Bopaul Tollaw, the 
territory qf the Nabob Hyat Mahomet Cawn, 
a Patan. This country exhibited the good 
effeCts of peace, and a wife government ; the 
villages are numerous , and inhabited by peo- 
ple whp feem to live in eafe and plenty ; they 
are well clothed, aqd their houfes in good 
condition, 

0 . ■ 1 

% 

lflam Gurr, or Iflamabad, which is eigh- 
teen miles from Burfeah, is the firfl town of 
note : it is large aqd populous, and. hath a 

: vv : ,■ _ " fort 
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g^jtjauilt of ft one. The nabob is rich, hav- 
ing a jaghire, which produces nine lacks a 
j^ar, and befides rents from the Mahratta 
government, which amount to fourteen lacks 
more. 

On the 20 th the army reached the capital 
of this province which bears its name. It is 
fituated on the fide of a hill, and defcends to 
a lake whole extent is ten miles ; the walls 
of the town are nine miles in circumference; 
the inhabitants are of a fairer complexion 
than is ufual in India ; their houfes are built 
of ftone and moftly good ; every thing {peaks 
happinefs and gentle adminiftration. Provi- 
fions are abundant ; they were much cheaper 
than they had been found in any part of 
the march. The force of this chief amounts 
to 7000 men ; he hath a confiderable artil- 
lery, and a great number of firelocks. The 
fort is commanded by a hill to the eaft ward, 
which is a hard rock ; the upper part of the 
fort is alfo on a rock, without a ditch ; the 
rampart of hewn ftone laid in mortar. 

» ■ 

It was found neceffary to halt there a few 
days to colled provifions, and make other ne- 
ceflary preparations for the march to Hufl- 

nahbad 
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nahbadGaut,dn the batiks of the Nerbu^gfe 
The conduct of the nabob was in every re- 
fpe& perfectly agreeable to his friendly deck**' 
rations : Ballagee, in revenge for a behaviour 
fo contrary to his views, had entered his do- 
minions and plundered fome of his villages ; 
but further outrages were flopped by a fpirited 
meflage from the nabob, declaring if he did 
not give over the purfuit ahd inftantly' quit 
the country, he would march againft him 
with all his force. 


On the 27th, the detachment reftimed it's 
march : the firft two days proved tolerably 
good-, and the country fertile and varied ; but 
the third and fourth,' oh which they reached 
the Nerbuddah, preferited a variety of difficul- 
ties* from the number of narrow pafies and 
btoken roads, which wire fueh as nothing 
but incefkrrt labour could have conquered. 
The whole diflaiioe was forty-fix miles. 
Colonel Goddard gives the higheft praHe to 
the fpirrted exertions of his men during this 
whole match,' and the chearfulnefs with 
which they went thrbugh their uncommon 
fatigue. 
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Qri the ^oth they reached Hufihahbad 
GautT the Nerbuddah at this place is not 
broader than the Jumna at Culpee ; the 
banks not fo high ; the ftream is gentle and 
clear ; a fandy bottom, intermixed with 
rocks ; the hills are very high on the north 
fide, and within a mile and a half of the ri- 
ver. On the fouth they appear about fix 
miles *dift ant; the ground between on both 
fides a thick underwood ; the river runs 
E. and N. E. The difiance from Rajah 
Gur to the banks of the Nerbuddah at HufT- 
nahbad is two hundred and eighty-eight 
miles. Fourteen miles to the fouthward 
of the Nerbuddah is the province of Berar# 


We fliall now return to the operations of 
the Supreme Council. From the previous 
knowledge which the governor general had 
of Colonel Goddard’s abilities and difcretion, 
and as it appeared from his letters that he 
fhouldbe in a fliort time in Berar, he on the 
1 6th of November 1778^ propofed in coun- 
cil that the perfon in whofe pofleffion re- 
tmained the papers of Mr. Elliot, which he 
had cauftd to be fealed up on the beginning 
of his illnefs, fhould deliver them to Colonel 
Goddard, and that he ihould be directed to 

carry 
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carry into execution the inftru&ions 
Mr. Elliot, and negotiate and conclude a 
treaty with the Rajah of Berar, as if they had 
been originally given to him* This, alfter 
fome oppofition, was refolved, and letters in 


confequence were written, and at the lame 
time the inftru&ions communicated to the 


council of Bombay. Mr. Farquhar who 
gave the account of Mr. Elliot’s death did 
not long furvivte his friend ; the care of the 
papers devolved on Mr. Anderlon, who by 
Moodagee’s defire was gone to him at Nag- 
poor : during his journey a fevere illnefs had 
ieized this prince, he had been ‘fome days de- 
lirious, and his life fo far defpaired of, that 
he had, according to the cuftom of the Gen- 
toos, been taken from his cott and ftretched 
On the ground, there to expire i when Mr* 
Anderfon arrived, a favorable crifis had re- 
lieved him, but fuch was the weaknefs which 
his dilorder left, that his health returned 
veryflowlys whilft he was recovering, he 
anfwered the letters he had received from 
Colonel Goddard, announcing the death , of 
Colonel Leflie, and the preparations making 
for a fpeedy march to Berar ; a copy of his 
letter, dated the 23d of November, which 
was delivered to Mr. Anderlon, that he 

might 
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might fend it to the governor general, was on 
of December read in confultation. 
It began with informing Colonel Goddard 
th^t Lalloo Jaddoo Roy, who had been lent 
to the Nerbuddah to receive Colonel Leflie, 
and after waiting five months in vain expec- 
tation of his arrival, had been obliged by fick- 
nefs to return to Nagpoor, lhould now ad- 
vance two or three days journey to meet him 
and inform him of the fituation of the armies 
of the Decan, and all other matters. That 
the death of Mr. Elliot had fulpended all 
negotiations and fchemes until the arrival of 
letters from Calcutta, or of a perfon of confi- 
dence to fupply his place ; that as the greateft 
friendlhip fublilted between him and the go- 
vernor general, he could have no objedlion to 
the army’s crofiing the Nerbuddah and enter- 
ing his dominions, where every accommoda- 
tion lhould be provided ; that the warmth of 
friendlhip not allowing diflimulation or re- 
ferve, it was incumbent on him to commu- 
nicate what he had learned, and his lenti- 
ments on every matter; that the delay of 
five months which Colonel Leflie had em- 
ployed in fettling the affairs of the Boondel- 
chund country was impolitic and prejudicial 
to the defign of the expedition ; that it fur- 

S uilhed 
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niflied Ballagee ail occafion of accufing him 
at Poonah, of creating difturbances^. 
meditating the reduction of that province, 
thence to ' proceed in a hoftile manngr 
againft the Paifliwah ; whereby the chiefs 
alarmed raifed troops, and Ballagee received 
orders from Poonah, and Sindia and Hol- 
car had likewife affembled armies ; that 
the Nizam being in ftrift league with the 
■Pailhwah, had Rationed troops in diflerent 
pafl’es and gauts. That he had defigned on 
the arrival of Mr. Elliot to have with him 
formed a plan' to enfure a free and unmo- 
1 died pad age to Bombay ; one part whereof 
was, that both Mr. Elliot and he fhould, in 
letters to Poonah, allure that government 
that the detachment was not intended to be 
hoftile to them, or to meddle in reinftating 
Ragobah ; that it was meant fblely to protect 
tiie Englilh fettlements againft the French, 
between whom and Britain war was declared : 
he then mentioned the fubftance of the go- 
vernor general’s letters to him lince the death 
of Mr. Elliot, “ whereby he was requefted 
“ to inform him of fuch points as he wifhed 
“ for the purpoie ofeftablilhing a firm union 
“ and folid friendfhip between them, on the 
“ ground of reciprocal and equal benefit ; 

“ that 
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iJ* that the prefenttime furnifhedan opportu- 
this, that the detachment would 
' il foon enter his dominions, that it was ad- 
“ vifable to ftrengthen it with a body of his 
“ forces ; he waited impatiently to be made 
“ acquainted with his opinion, on which to 
“ form his ultimate refolutions.” On this 


letter he remarked, that to form fucli a plan, 
and eftablifh fucli an union, required time, 
and a long communication by letters ; that 
the immediate junction of a body of his 
troops could produce no good effect, but 
might excite jealoufies in the Paiiliwah and 
the Nizam, and expofe his dominions to ra- 
vage; he therefore fhould wait for a reply 
from Calcutta with the opinion of the gover- 
nor general, and he defil ed the Colonel to ad- 
vife him of whatever plan he fhould adopt 
for an unreferved communication between 


them, “ as fucli between friends is highly 
“ commendable and approved by God.” 


In a poflfcript h® mentions the danger 
there may be from the troops of Sindia and 
their defultory manner of fighting, and re- 
commends remaining on the banks of the 
Nerbuddah till he fhould receive letters from 
Calcutta, and to write to the Paifhwah, de- 

S 2 daring 
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daring peaceable intentions, and that hewU 
not in any manner aflift Ragobah. 

-well as the letter, breaths the ftrongeft friend-* 
fhip for the governor general. The words 
are remarkable, “ I am induced by friendlhip 
“ to give you this intelligence, for my heart 
« is pained at the apprehenfion of your ex- 
“ periencing any misfortune, and to return 
“ would leflen the terror of your arms, and 
“ give difpleafure to Mr. Haftings. 

Upon this letter, two queftions arofe, 
i ft, Whether it did not appear that Moodagee 
was difinclined to join Colonel Goddard, or 
co-operate in any enterprize againft the Poo- 
nah government. 2d, Whether it did not ap- 
pear to be the opinion of Moodagee that Co- 
lonel Goddard, proceeding on his march, 
would expofe the detachment to the greateft 
difficulties and dangers. 

But thefe queftions were looked on as pre- 
mature : for the letters written by Moodagee, 
upon his hearing of Mr. Elliot’s death and 
received on the 12th of November, contained,, 
the moft prefling inftances that the intended 
negociation fhould proceed, and i^ight /^ 
committed to the charge of Mr. Farquhar; 

on 
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Ngttho 16th: it had been refolved to charge 
CM Goddard with this negotiation, and 
on the 2 3d, notice was given of it to Moodagee ; 
now from that prince’s writing the letter re- 
ceived, on the 1 2th of November upon his 
firft notice of Mr. Elliot’s death, to his no- 
tice of Colonel Goddard’s being fubftituted 
to him, (during which interval alfo happened: 
his (icfcnefs). he muft have been in utter uri- 
. certainty; it was therefore proper to await 
the letters he (hould fend after his having 
learned that change. In confequence, the 
queftious received a negative. 

That no precaution tending to cnfure the 
fuccefs of the detachment {hould be omitted, 
as from the delay before Colonel Lc (lie’s 
death there might have been fome dimi- 
nution of their numbers ; two battalions 
of fepoys under the command of Major 
Carnac, an experienced officer, who had a 
thorough knowledge of that country, were 
fent to the weftern frontier, there to 
wait the directions of Colonel Goddard, 
^either for a junction with his detachment, 
for : the protection of Nagpoor, or for pre- 
fervih^ the communication with Bengal, as 
.JL - S 3 (hould 



278 AN ACCOUNT 

fhould be by him judged mod conjjsifiic* 
to the end of the expedition. They fet out 
the 4th of January 1 779. 

In the mean time Colonel Goddard was 
proceeding; on the 1 ft of December, the firft 
and fourth battalion of fepoys crofted the Ner- 
buddah in boats. On the next day, the 
paflage of the whole army was effeffed, a 
place having been found where the river was 
fordable. As it was probable the troops 
might remain feme time in their encamp- 
ment, great caie was taken to chufe an 
healthy lituation. 

Immediately after crofting the Nerbuddah, 
Colonel Goddard was met by the confidential 
perfon whom the Rajah of Berar had pro- 
mil'ed to fend to him ; his converfation, 
though declarative of themoft friendly difpo- 
lition, turned fingly on the means of recon- 
ciling the Poonah Durbar to the march of 
the detachment : as no mention was made of 
any further views, fome other mode of com- 
munication was neceflary ; the diftanCe from 
the camp to Nagpore being two hundred miles, 
was top great for the Colonel to go in perlbn, 
ynlefs he were afliired that the intentions of 

the 
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g^gj^ajah were perfectly favorable, in thefevcral 
points on which he was empowered to treat ; 
he therefore, that no time Ihould be loft, fent 
Lieutenant Weatherftone, fully inftru&ed in 
every point relative to thofe matters : he an- 
fwered the truft repofed in him, acquitting 
himfelf of his commiffion with great ability. 
He found that a fpirit of caution and circum- 
fpe&ion di reded the councils of Moodagee, 
and that he wilhed all further proceedings 
Ihould be lufpended until a full fettlement 
between him and the Supreme Council was 
completed; that the difputes in which the 
Poonah Durbar was involved with Bombay, 
and the part taken by thele in favour of Ra- 
gobah, was an obftacle to the commencement 
of any active operations : at the fame time 
there was no doubt but his inclinations to 
theEnglilh were really friendly, and that po- 
litical motives, as well from his future views 
as from the vicinity and fituation of his do- 
minions, in regard to the Englilh pofieffions, 
muft determine him to keep that line. Thele 
eonfiderations convinced Colonel Goddard 
that there was not any profped of an imme- 
. diate coiiclufion of fuch an alliance as was 
aitped at in the inftru&ions given to Mr. 
■ki ’ i , S 4 Elliot ; 
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Elliot; he therefore determined his - c ourfei 
of action by the events of the times. nS f m ^ 

He had, agreeably to the orders of the Su- 
preme Council, regularly fent information to 
Bombay of the progrefs of his march, but had 
not for fome time paft received any letters from 
them, yet from Moodagee and other quarters 
intelligence came to him of their intentions 
to reinftate Ragobah, and of their prepara- 
tions for effe&ing that undertaking ; certain 
of thefe fads, he maturely confidered the 
fubftance and fpirit of the inftru&ions from 
the Supreme Council as well to him as the 
late Mr* Elliot, whence he concluded that 
marching to Poonah was what was fitteft to 
be done on the circnmftances in which he 
Rood ; he at that moment received letters 
from the prefidency of Bombay, confirming 
all thele advices, and particularly informing 
him of their treaty with Ragobah, and that 
their army had taken the field and begun 
their march to Poonah, towards which place 
they required him to proceed with all jexpe* 
dition ; this confirmed not only the propriety u 
but the neceffity of the m^lure; whdtT; ; 
ever might be the refyR of the refelvds;oof^ 
the Supterne .Council, , th$\ arrivalo of itMsn 
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^ grce n ear Poonah muft be for the intereft of 
~ lh? r, Wvice, either to profecute the war, 
which he looked on as actually begun by afts 
of hoftility he had authentic intelligence of, 
or bring it to an honourable conclufion, and 
at the lame time he Ihould be ready to aft 
in coucert with Moodagee in any plan deter* 
mined between him and the Supreme Council. 
He therefore formed the relblution of march- 
ing direftly ; when this was imparted to 
Moodagee, he repeatedly exprefled his wilh 
that the Colonel Ihould remain in his domi- 
nions till orders Were received from Calcutta, 
but nothing could induce him to change a 
meafure which he was convinced was eflen- 
tial. He lbbn fatisfied Moodagee that a further 
delay would prove prejudicial. The whole 
conduft of this prince befpoke perfect confi- 
dence and friendly intentions. The Colonel 
finding a difficulty in negotiating his bills on 
Calcutta, he advanced money upon them, 
without receiving any thing on the fcore of 
difcount, and in every other refpeft affifted 
him, promifing to furnilh provifions as they 
^ advanced, forwhich purpofe, a principal per* 
fon-:belpnging to him Ihould remain upon 
theicoitfmies of his country, and forward the 
fuppiigs of gi'ain. All was now in readinefs. 
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and on the 16th of January 1 

troops left their camp on the banks of the 

Nerbuddah. 

In their march on the 2 1 ft, they pafled 
through a confiderable town called Hurdah,. 
belonging to the Pailhwa, and here they got 
into the great road leading to Brampore and 
Poonah, the way which Colonel Upton had 
gone when fent upon his embafly to that 
Durbar. 

The next day the army reached Charwah, 
and halted on account of the extreme illnefs 
of Lieutenant Colonel Fortman, the field en- 
gineer, who died the day after, univerfally 
regretted. The diftance from the camp on 
the banks of the Nerbuddah to Charwah is 
eighty miles, a country remarkably rich and 
fertile, and producing a large quantity of 
wheat. During this march, Colonel God- 
dard had received intelligence that the army 
from Bombay was encamped at Boragaut 
fifty miles from Poonah, waiting there for 
ftores, and that a confiderable force had taken 
the field to oppofe them, and was ftationed 
between them and that place ; and on the 
24th he received advices dire&ly from the 

gentlemen 
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{jgflft^emen whom the fele£t committee of 
Bombay had appointed to conduct Ragokah 
to Poonah, and fettle the affairs of that go- 
vernment, giving notice of that appoint- 
ment; this letter was dated the 1 ith of Ja- 
nuary, and figned by Mr. Carnac; it men- 
tioned, that “ within two days the face of 
44 their affairs was fo changed with refpedt 
“ fo the primary caufe, which led to direft- 
“ ing his march towards Zineer, a fort be- 
“ longing to Morabah, that they mud 
44 give him advice, if he was joined by a 
“ body of Moodagee’s forces, fufficient to 
44 enable him to advance, notwithftanding 
44 attacks of cavalry which would hover 
44 round him from all quarters to feize his 
44 baggage and provifions, and if he had 
44 provifions fufficient to laft him until he 
“ reached Broach or Surat, to proceed to fuch 
44 of thole places as he could mod fpeedily 
44 arrive at; but if he could not proceed in 
44 the face of fuch an enemy, without immi- 
“ nent hazard of diftrefs, then to remain 
** on the borders of Berar, or where he 
44 Could beft fecure provifions till further 
44 directions from the feleft committee of 
*- 4 Bonjbay.” 


This 
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This letter left him in doubt whetherih 
Writers had a profpe£t of accomplifliinjftheir 
undertaking without his afflftance, or had 
given it over as impracticable ; the fear exprefled 
of the Mahratta horfe led him to conclude the 
latter, and the beginning of their letter the 
former. This date of uncertainty was in- 
creafed, by his receiving on the next day a 
letter from the feleCt committee at Bombay, 
dated the 1.2th, wherein they haftened his 
march in the road firft pointed out. It was 
plain the feleCt committee were ignorant of 
the circumftance alluded to in the letter of 
the nth. In this perplexity he determined 
to proceed to Brampoor, where more particu- 
lar knowledge of the fituation of affairs 
fhould determine the manner of his farther 
progrefs. 

In confluence, the army continued its 
march from Charwah on the 25 th of January ; 
they proceeded without interruption, and on 
the 30th reached the banks of the Tapti 
river, oppofite Brampoor, a diftance of feven- 
ty-three miles. Colonel Goddard did not 
fltjd.the regular information he expected, but 
met flying reports of the defeat of the Bom* : 
bay army. ' ik-oo 
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On the 2d of February the following let- 
by Mr. Carnac and Colonel Eger- 
ton, dated the 19 th of January, from Cam- 
poly, was delivered to him : 

“ Sir, We have add refled you bn the 
44 1 6 th a letter containing orders which up- 
44 on recolleftion we do not think ourielves 
44 authorized to give you, you are therefore 
44 to pay no regard whatever thereunto, 

44 We are, &c.” 

Not having received the letter of the 16th, 
and the reports he had met foreboding its 
contents, joined to the fhortnefs of this, 
threw him into great perplexity ; he thought 
at fir ft of halting, to procure further and 
more certain intelligence, but not having re- 
ceived it on the 5 th, after maturely Confider- 
ing his critical fituation, being in the heart of 
the Mahratta empire, furrounded by enemies, 
\yhofe fuccefs might leave them at liberty to 
aft with their whole force againft his detach- 
ment, the feafon approaching in which it 
would be hazardous to keep the field in an 
inimical country, he determined to mardi 
tovyards Surat with all poflible expedition. 
He was confirmed in this by “letters from . 
: . : q . Moodagee, 
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Moodagee, the contents whereof led hi nl tq^ 
conclude that the Bombay government 1 h$ff 
received fome confiderable checque, the bad 
confequences of which might be prevented by 
the prefence of the detachment, cfpecially 
Ihould an attack meditated by the French, be 
carried into execution. The doubt whether 
the late misfortune might not operate a change 
in the favourable difpofitions of Moodagee, 
was another circutnftance impelling him to 
proceed forward, rather than run the hazard 
of fuch a change in returning through Berar; 
too much time would have been confirmed in 
waiting to learn his determination, and by 
that the opportunity of fervice be loft. The 
propriety of this refolution was evinced by a 
letter afterward received from Moodagee, 
wherein he fecmed greatly apprehenfive of 
the confequences of this blow, and advifed 
that the detachment Ihould not proceed. 
In the correspondence between Colonel God- 
dard and the Supreme Council, the reafons 
which determined him to this meafure appear 
at large, and do no lefs honour to his judg- 
ment and penetration, than the celerity of his - 
march does credit to his abilities as an officer, 
and to the uncommon exertion and lpirit of 
the troops under his command. 


The 
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r The city of Brampore is equal in fize to 
is the capital of the rich province 
, of Candilh, under the dominion of the Poo- 
nah miniftry ; it is furrounded by a ftone 
wall in bad repair. The troops during their 
flay in this city were treated by the inhabi- 
tants with the greateft kindnefs and hofpita- 
lity, and plentifully fupplied with proviiions, 
which were regularly paid for ; the grapes 
were remarkably fine, and came from a place 
’ called Aftiere Gurr, diftant about fourteen 
miles N. N. E. of Brampore. Mr. Dow in 
his third volume calls it Hafler, or Hazire. 
It is defcribed as an impregnable fortrefs, fitu- 
ated on the top of a very high hill, appearing 
fomewhat like the Table Land at the Cape of 
Good Hope ; the fort on the fummit leems 
not lefs than an Englifh mile iu diameter ; 
it is of a triangular form, the walls of ftone, 
laid in mortar, with round towers, and cava- 
liers at proper diftances. Within the fort 
there is faid to be a large lake, and a canal 
from it which runs the length of the fort ; 
it is alfo reported that this ground produceth 
grain enough for the fubfiftence of the gar- 
fifon, .'which confifts of about 1500 men. 
In conlequence of the ftrength of this litua- 
tion, the Killadar fupports his independence, 

and 



and bids defiance to all his neighbours ; the 
-country all around is compofed of ' 

conckar, and fuch broken irregular ground, 
that there is no accefs to the place, but 
through a deep hollow way, fo narrow that 
a loaded bullock can fcarce pafs. The moun- 
tain itfelf is of a rocky ftone and conckar, 
and the height fuch as to be feen diftinftly 
at twenty-five miles diftance. 

» 

The army marched on the 6th, and on 
the 9 th a Vaqueel belonging to the PaiftiWah 
Madharow Narrain, delivered the letter figried 
byMeffrs.Carnacand Egerton, dated the 1 6th 
of January, from the camp at Tullingaum, 
and written in confequence of the late unfor- 
tunate convention, directing his return to 
Bengal, accompanied by one from the Paifli- 
wah,.correfponding with thofe dire&ibns. The 
letter of the 1 9th releafed him from evfery 
obligation to attend to tliefe. From this 
circumftance, and the further intelligence re- 
. Qeived at the fame time, Colonel Goddard had 
the fulleft proof of the expediency and .pro- 
priety of the refolution he had taken } he 
. therefore anfwered the Durbar, thatdn obe- 
dience to the orders of the Supremb'jCquncil 
. :.he was marching to protect ^ombayi'tM^his 

intentions 
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intentions were friendly to the Mahratta ftate, 
'Wrfei'&e Ihould continue to preferVe the fame re- 
gard to the friendfhip between the Supreme 
Council and the Poonah admimfiratiori, pro- 
tedting the fubjedts of the Pailhwa from vio- 
lence, and avoiding all hoftility, unlefs com- 
pelled to it by their oppofition. That he was 
now advanced to the neighbourhood of Bom- 
bay % which according to the orders of the Su- 
preme Council he mull reach, after which he 
muft be guided by its diredtions. He was then 
arrived on the banks of the gut Nuddy, near 
eighty miles from Brampoor, which he had 
marched in four days : the road was good, 
the country fine and fertile, full of villages 
and inhabitants: the difiance between the 
iafh mentioned place to Surat j about two 
hundred miles * which he made no doubt of 
reaching before the end of the month ; nor 
was he miftaken, the march was continued 
with fuch unremitting celebrity and ipirit, 
that the army arrived at Surat on the 25th 
of February, having marched, from the 6th, 
Hear three hundred miles, including two or 
three days halt* 

This march was performed with the mordi 
eafe from the good effects produced by ther 

T wo* 
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moderation and ftrid difcipline with Whicli'' 
this detachment was conduced, whwirpKJ- * 
cured them, not only acquiefcence, but every 
afliftance which the inhabitants' of the many 
villages they pafled through could give them. 
None of thefe forfook their houfes, but vo- 
luntarily offered their provifions and grain. 
An enumeration of thefe villages would yield 
neither fatisfa&ion or ufeful information, and 
their names are all detailed in a journal lately 
published. The country is fertile, populous, 
and well cultivated, the inhabitants feem in- 
duftrious, happy, and humane. Their good re- 
ception of the army was the more ufeful at 
this time as the rapidity of the march was fueh, 
that many of the carts, upon which the grain 
which had been provided at Brampoor was to 
be carried, were unable to keep up with the 
army, and had riot the country fupplied pro- 
vifions, the progrefs muft have been retarded 
from the neceflity of adapting the motion of 
the army to that of this part of the baggage. 

The firft notice received at Bengal of the 
unfortunate iflue of the eriterprize of the 
Bombay council was from Fort St. George. 
The prefident fent copies of letters which the 
Nabob Mahomet Aly Cawn had received 

■ . - t from 
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*ftdm Pooh ah. From thele and feveral other 
''papers deceived the fame day, the whole ap- 
peared in the wbrft light: for, in fome of 
them, if is was added, that Ragobah had ac- 
tually joined the Mahratta army with five or 
fix thoufknd horfe, arid was united with them 
to fight againft the Englifh. 

In this doubt arid uncertainty the firft care 
Hof the Supreme Council, after a mature de- 
liberation, was to provide againft all accidents 
that rriight happen from any fudden irrup- 
tion irito their territory or that of Ovvde ; 
General Stibbert, then at the head of the 
army in Bengal, was for that purpofe or- 
dered to form two camps of the troops under 
his command, and hold them in readinefs to 
march at the firft notice ; at the fame time 
the governor general advifed the Nabob of 
Owde that thefe extraordinary camps were 
(hot formed to a£t againft any of the powers in, 
the neighbourhood of his dominions. A fub- 
fequent order was lent the general to march 
the firft brigade toward the banks of the 
.Jumna, there to encamp in fuch a fituatiori 
as was moft convenient for defending the 
Doab againft an invafiori. 

T a 


This 
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This was all that could be done unfcti 
more authentic accounts came from Bombay*/ 
No very fudden irruption was yet to be 
feared from the Mahrattas, and though the 
defeat of the Bombay army might encourage 
the neighbouring powers to form alliance? 
with the Poonah Durbar againft the Engliftv, 
they could not be brought into a&ion before 
the Supreme Council fhould have received 
fuch accounts as would have enabled them 
to take certain and proper arrangements, they 
therefore fufpended their proceedings on that 
fubjett. The council of Madras apprifed them 
of their purfuing the fiege of Mahe, the fuc- 
cefs whereof could not be doubted ; this was 
a falutary meafure, not only as it totally re- 
moved the French from Indoftan, but pre- 
vented the effect of difagreeable impreffions, 
which the late defeat might have made, efpe* 
cially if diffidence or timidity appeared to 
follow it. 

Much about the fame time they received 
Ie'tters from Colonel Goddard, by which he 
informed them of the feveral particulars juft 
now related, and the directing of his march 
towards Poonah in confequence : one part of 
his letters was comfortable. They all con- 
tained repetitions of his firm belief of the 

friendly 
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'frtefidly fentiments of the Rajah of Berar to- 
’wards the government of Bengal, and of his 
performing his promifes of alfiftance in every 
point but that of taking an active part with 
the Englilh arms. As the Colonel had re- 
ceived no particulars, he could be explicit 
in nothing but his declaration of proceeding 
at firft to Poonah and afterwards to Surat. 

At laft, on the 18th March 1 779, letters 
came from the feleft committee of Bombay, 
dated the 3d of February, containing a fum- 
mary account of the whole proceedings, 
wherein they laid, as they could not admit 
an agreement made in fuch circumftanccs, 
and after fo explicit a declaration of the com- 
mittee’s want of power to be of any validity, 
they Ihould endeavour to treat with the Mah- 
rattas upon another footing. 

The Supreme Council had fome debate 
concerning what Ihould be written both to 
the feleft committee and Colonel Goddard ; 
at length it was relblyed to approve his 
marching to Surat with all expedition, 
and as by the refolution of the Bombay 
council againft the convention, or com- 
plying with its terms, it was probable 

T 3 they 
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they migjit b)e engaged in hoftilities withr 
the Mahrattas, but 3II \yas yet dark, lie' 
was to aft according to his diferetion in 
purfuance to their former orders, with this 
explanation, that as the defign of his march 
was to proteft Bombay, that muft be his 
object; but was to proceed, fp as not to 
involve himfelf or the Supreme Council 
in the refponfibility of their afts, remembring 
that he afted under the foie authority of the 
Supreme Council, and of courfe was to ex- 
ercife his own judgment both in the accept- 
ance and execution of any fervice which they 
fliould require him to perform. 

The board now, on the ift of April, or- 
dered Major Camac to return to Corumbah 
in Chutta Nagpore: he had advanced into 
Berar, where he met with a friendly recep- 
tion, Colonel Goddard having proceeded io 
far on his way to Surat, it became unnecefr 
liiry for Major Carnap’s detachment to pro- 
ceed further. 

An incident now happened, which though 
it hath not a neceflary connexion with the 
fafts here related, yet from the fortunes and 
high rank of trie after, deferve a place in 
hiflory. 


In 
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In the beginning of February the grandlon 
of the famous Nizam-al-Muilock$' Ghazi-ul- 
Dien, who, in Dow’s hiftory, appears to have 
put two emperors to death, Ahmed Shaw, and 
Allum Geer Sani, the former the fon of the 
unfortunate Mahummed, who had the morti- 
fication of receiving laws in his capital from 
Thamas Kouli Khan the Perfian emperor, and 
the latter the great grandfon of Aurungzebe, 
and father of the prefcnt Mogul, came to Su- 
rat. His nefarious aft ions are related in that 
hiftory to the year 1761, when every thing 
was in confufion, and Dehli in the hands of 
Abdulla and his Durannies, was a fcene of 
blood, de vaftation, and horror. Dow Turns 
up his character in thefe words : “ Thus 
il ended the public tranfaftions of Ghazi-ul- 
“ Dien, who crowded into a few years of 
early youth more crimes and abilities than 
“ other confummate villains have done in a 
“ long life of wickednefs and treachery. 
“ Though he did not po fiefs the Decan, 
“ the fruit of his grandfather’s uncommon 
“ crimes, he may truly may be faid to have 
“ been the genuine heir of the parts and 
“ treafon of that monfter of iniquity and vil- 
“ lainy.” This man, after wandring in dif- 
guife through many countries, was brought 

T 4 t0 
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tp the neighbourhood of Surat, where he'' 
dwelt in one of the Borah’s mofques, in or-r 
der, as it was given out, to proceed to 
Hodge : he was in the habit and perfonated 
the character of a Faquier : the Nabob of 
Surat fent and fecured his p^rfon. He ac- 
knowledged himfelf to be the identical Ghazi 
de Khan * ; he had with him a wife and 
two children, one lixteen years, and' the 
other nine years old, and about eight or ten 
attendants ; the Nabob fent him to one of 
his own gardens, called Mahomet a Bang, 
within the town walls. After his flight 
from Dehli in the year 1761, he had retired 
among the Jautes ; and wandring from one 
place to another to feek fecurity, he had 
come to Eugene the capital of Sindia’s domi- 
nions. Here, under the habit of a Borah Fa- 
quier, he refided a confiderable time, and 
was by the Grand Mullah fent to Surat, 
thence to go to Hodge, where he was dis- 
covered by fome of thofe who had ferved un- 
der him at Delhi. Obnoxious to the Mogul 
for the murder of his father, and feared as a 
; dangerous rival by the Subah of the Decan : 
Great fums had been offered for the poflef- 
lion of his perfon : the Nabob was uneafy, 

, • left 

• * *rhe;addhion of de' Kbas, or obDien is' indifferently 
.. girtp to him. 
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left when his retidence at Surat Ihould be 
publicly known, his perfon Ihould be de- 
manded by each of thefe princes: at the 
fame time it was thought by him and the 
Bombay council, that the poffeffion of a per- 
fon fo conne&ed with the greateft families 
and Omrahs in India, might be of fervice to 
the Supreme Council. The Bombay feledfc 
committee gave notice of this in their letter 
of the 2 1 ft of February, and of their deter- 
mination to remove him to Bombay, which 
was his defign ; and they alked the orders of 
the Supreme Council concerning him. The 
anfwer to this exprefled a wifh that he had 
not been apprehended, advifed that all ap- 
pearance of violence fhould be avoided, and 
therefore recommended to them inftantly to 
grant him his liberty, peremptorily iniifting 
that he quit the Englifh territories, and to for- 
ward him on his way to Mecca if an opportu- 
nity fhould offer. He foon after fet out for 
that place, with his family and train. 

On the 5th of April 1779 the num- 
ber of the board of the Supreme Council 
being complete by the acceffion of Sir Eyre 
* Coote, they took into conlideration meafures 
proper to be purfued in the circumftanccs 
. which, the late tranfaftions had placed the 

affairs 
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affairs of the Company in. They appeared to 
be, that conceffions were made by perions 
having no authority to make them ; one of 
thefe was the furrender of the Company’s 
pofleffions dependent on Bombay, and the 
other the return of the detachment ; that the 
Bombay council were determined not to per- 
form the firlt ; the arrival at Surat had put 
an end to the l'econd : that it was likely’, as 
the perfon of Ragobah was now in the pof- 
ielfion of the Mahratta chiefs, they would 
not infill: on the rigorous performance of the 
conditions, fo that a peace might be clta- 
blifhed ; but if they Ihould infill: on them 
actual war muft then exift, and Colonel 
Goddard mull have been called in for the 
defence of thole lettlements : that in cafe the 
Mahrattas had taken no inftant meafures for 
inforcing the performance of thele conditions, 
it might be luppoled they had exadted them 
either to have a fpecious fubjecl for prelent 
negotiation, or a pretext for renewing the 
war when they Ihould be in a condition to 
profecutc it with l'urer effedt j and with this 
intent might have invited the French to 
avail theinfclves, together with them of the 
prelent advantage hv bringing an armament 
from Mauritius., where they had. force 

' more 
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jnore than fufficient for fuch a defign, the 
only chance left them of regaining their in- 
fluence in India ; that fliould this have been 
done (as fuch a meflage, if difpatched in Ja- 
nuary would have arrived there in March) ; 
if it found every thing in readinefs the force 
lent from thence might arrive at the deftined 
Ipot by the month of September. 

On the other hand, probably the divifions 
of the Mahratta ftate were only fufpended by 
the late danger, which united thole parties 
in one common caule ; the prefence of Ra- 
gobah among them was likely to revive their 
diflfentions ; Sindia, who ever aited on a fe- 
parate intereft, might apply the lanition of 
his name to encreale and confirm his own 
power. As to the Rajah of Berar, his con- 
duit fince the knowledge of that event Ihewcd 
he confidered the defeat as natural, and a 
proof that Englilh arms could not withftand 
jhe fuperiority of numbers, and the rapid 
piovcments of the Mahra ta cavalry ; that his 
apprehenfion of their power was the Ipring 
of his advice to Colonel Goddard not to pro- 
ceed, and the influence of that imprelflon 
flad probably made him give up the thought 
of the alliance he once courted. It was not 

therefore 
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therefore advileable for the Supreme Council 
to renew any overtures toward it, but if ever 
circumftances, either through fear of the 
Mahratta power, or of any other danger im- 
pending on the province of Berar, Ihould 
prompt him to folicit the fupport of the 
English, it would be proper to grant it : the 
Jofs fuftained was of credit and reputation 
only, therefore every ftep tending to betray 
a confcioufnefs of weaknefs or want of refo- 
lution, was carefully to be avoided: at all 
events, whilft they fought peace they ought 
to be prepared for war. 

On thefe confiderations it was refolved, 
i. To inveft Colonel Goddard with full 
power, as minifter of the Supreme Council, 
to treat with the Mahratta ftate for the re?*, 
newal or confirmation of the treaty of Po-s 
rounder, provided they receded from their 
pretentious under the convention of Wor- 
gaum, and engaged never to admit French- 
forces into their dominions, or permit them 
to have any eftablilhment on the Mahratta ; 
poaft ; and thele conditions were, to be th$ 
alternative of peace or war. - That letters ip 
confeguence, and conformable to what lhqujLd 
be Jo^written to Colonel Goddard, fhould be 

fent 
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fent to the Pahhwa and his minifters, and 
alfo to the Rajah of Berar : that other letters 
fhould be written to the prefidency of Bom- 
bay, advifing them of Colonel Goddard’s in- 
ftru&ions, defiring them to be prepared, but 
to undertake nothing offcnfively without po- 
fitive orders from the Supreme Council : and 
to the prefidency of Fort St. George to in- 
form them of this defign ; and in the event 
of their fuccefs againft Mahe, to order their 
troops then employed in that expedition to 
remain there or at Tillichery, and be pre- 
pared to move on the receipt of any orders 
for a junction with the Englilh forces on 
that fide of India. Thefe difpofitions were 
preparations to any plan which it might be 
neceflary to concert with other prefidencies 
in the event of a war with the Mahrattas 
fingly, or joined with the French, or any at- 
tempt of thefe laft fingly upon Bombay. 

The firft care of Colonel Goddard, upon 
his arrival near Surat, was to choofe a conve- 
nient and healthy fpot of ground whereon to 
encamp; filch a ope he found upon the 
banks of the river Tap ti, two miles above the 
city. Almoft upon his arrival he received 
letters from the feleft committee at Bombay, 

re^ueftinj 
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requeuing his prefence there* In order that 
he might lole no time in laying before the 
Supreme Council the ft ate of affairs at that 
fettlement, he fet out for that ifland as lbon 
as he had regulated every thing relating to 
the bills to be drawn on Bengal for his fub- 
liftence. In this he found difficulties ; the 
merchants, taking advantage of his wants* 
railed the exchange to a monftrous height, »M 
which he was obliged for lome time to fub- 
mit. The council of Bengal, on their know- 
ledge of this, thought it neeeffary to fend 
fpecie from thence, which was attended with 
a misfortune, five lacks of roupies fent by 
the Stafford were loft by the wreck of that 
Ihip* 

Owing to the length of the paffage Colo- 
nel Goddard did not arrive at Bombay tilt 
the 15th of March. The firft thing lie did 
Was to make them a report of his force* and 
as they informed him that through the mis- 
carriage of a pacquet from Bengal they had 
not received a copy of the inftrudtions which 
had been given to Mr. Elliot, that they 
.might have a thorough knowledge of the 
Whole bufinefs, and thereby be prevented 
from adopting meafures counteracting the 

views 
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views of the Supreme Council, he wrote to 
them amply, inclofing a copy of the inftrue- 
tions, and giving a detail of every matter 
concerning the views in regard to Moodagee, 
and his difpofition toward the Englifh. 

Whilft he was at Bombay he received his 
credentials from the Supreme Council’s ap- 
pointing him minifter at Poonah. The fe- 
le& committee determined to fufpend all ope- 
rations until they ihould receive an anfwer 
from Bengal to their reprefen tation of the 
Bate of their affairs, with which they had 
fent Mr. Horfley a member of that council ; 
and as the fituation of the affairs at Poonah 
were very different from what they appeared 
to be to the Supreme Council, when they 
fent the firfl infh uctions to him, which was 
on the 5th of February, they having reafon at 
that time to fuppofe Ragobah had fucceeded. 
Colonel Goddard deferred making known to 
that Durbar that he had received them, Un- 
til he fhould be further inftru&ed on that 
head. This delay could be piodu&ive of no 
real inconvenience, as the period interven- 
ing between the arrival of an anfwer and 
the feafon for a&ion would give fufficient 

time 
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time to follow and complete any meafurej 
that anfwer fhould direct : and he prepared 
to join his army at Surat, that he might be 
in readinefs for any fervice neceffary. 

During all this time great diffentions had 
prevailed at Poonah ; nothing had been done 
in confequence of their advantage at Wor- 
gaum and Tullingaum, more than what.hath 
been mentioned; the Vaqueels of Nanah 
and Sindia demanded the execution of what 
was flipulated in the convention, and the fame 
anfwers were returned ; the want of power 
in thofe who figned it, the notice the Mah- 
ratta chiefs had of that, and of the inability 
of the Bombay committee to a£t without the 
order of the Supreme Council. The arrival 
of the detachment at Surat had this imme- 
diate good effect, that a damp was thrown 
thereby upon whatever defigns the Durbar 
might have formed of recovering by arms 
what they infilled was ceded, and ought to 
be delivered to them. It had alfb a very 
material good confequence in regard to the 
invafion defigned by the French. They had 
got a very confiderable force at Mauritius, 
5000 European foldiers, with proportionable 
llores and artillery, and were colle&ing (hips 
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to transport them* atid join either Hyder dr 

t . Pdonih triinrftry ; when they heard of 
arrival of the detachment at Surat, they 
ftopped the embarkation. Thus every thing 
tended to open a new fcene of a&ioti, with, 
a fair appearance of retrieving paft errors and 
misfortunes'. 

As the iituatioii arid the different interefts 
of the .princes of Indoftan muft have had a 
great influence bn the proceedings of the Su- 
preme Council, and their orders to Colonel 
Goddard froth the time he Was appointed the 
'minifteir Of that council in thofe parts of In- 
dia, it will be tifeful and perhaps not unen- 
fesrtaining to take a view of them. 

The ‘firft in dignity is the Mogul ; he 
ought to be fo in importance, but the misfor- 
tunes which haVe attended his Whole life, 
haVe reduced that prince to fo low an ebb, 
that after being at different periods fometimes 
. opprefled arid at others fupported by parties 
. of barbarians who wafted his dominions and 
abfblUtely ruined his capital, (infbmuch that 
the once fuperb DChli is little better than 
heaps, of rubbilh) his principal fubfiftence 
./arliw Iftoih the revenue of a part of the 

U country 
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country of Owde, which had been ceded to 
him on the fettlemerit with Sujah Dowlafa jn 
the 1 year 1764. Notwithftanding his fituat^P 
in life was fuch as required a continual exer- 
tion and an unremitting perfonal attention 
to his affairs, he had abandoned himfelf to 
pleafure and indolence, and was totally 
under the influence of others. His character 
is very fully drawn by Mr. Dow in his 
fecond volume, and the feries of his adven- 
tures fince that time fhews it to be juft and 
true. After many various fcenes between 
him, and the perfons who furrounded him, 
NudjufFCawn one of his Omrahs,hath by his 
fiicceftes fixed himfelf in the ftate of principal 
minifter, with the powers of a Vizir, though 
the Nabob of Owde bears the title. His ri- 
vals in the Emperor’s favour had not only 
failed in their fchemes to difpoffefs him, 
but had been actually delivered into his 
hands, whereby he remained foie and un- 
controuled minifter, difpofing at his pleafure of 
every thing relating to the throne of the Mo- 
guls ; he had under his command a confider- 
able’ army, for wbofe maintenance the 
many jaghires he had grants of did not fiiffice, 
fq that With numbers of men - he Wanted 
%tafure. Two predatory Titiall ^ahfotta 

Chiefs 
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Chiefs had tried to enter intd negotiation with 
him, to obtain ah eftablifhment in hisfervice; 
but he had no treaty or intercourfe with the 
Mahratta ftate ; on the contrary, the advan- 
tages which he and other chiefs in the Mo- 
gul’s fervice had taken of the diftrefles of the 
minifters at Pooriah, to feize feme of the 
Mahratta forts and territory, muft have made* 
him fufpicious of their ill will, and there- 
fore difiiiciined to their caufe ; befides it was 
his intereft that the diflentions thould con- 
tinue, confequently no a <St in their favour 
was to be dreaded from him or the chiefs 
who had pofleflions iii thofe parts of Indof- 
tan. The princes whofe ffienchhip Was mod: 
important, or enmity dangerous, from their 
fituatibri, as well as inclination or power* 
were Hyder Ally and the Nizam. 

Hyder AUy, though not in declared en- 
mity with the Englilh, Was far from having 
favourable difpofitions towards them ; he had, 
from the time his requilition for adiftance 
againft the Mahratta invafion had been 
refufed, harboured a ftrong refentmerit, 
land now had entered into negotiations with 
’ the French, and in feveral inftances (hewn 
a ftrong inclination to their alliance. The 

' » U 2 year 
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year befor this, when General Eelcombe went* 
to Mahe, he ordered his vaflal the prince of 
Chericka, to give him poffeffion of a fort 
which commanded the entrance of the river 
Myhic ; he had fent fupplies and even mo- 
ney to Mahe before the Engliih attacked it ; 
he had given the governor of that place per- 
miffion to hoift his colours for his protection ; 
and he was preparing to fend a fleet with 
provifions and fupplies to the French iflands, 
where there had been for fome time an ar- 
mament of five or fix thoufand men, in- 
tended to fail for the Malabar coaft ; yet he 
was in an aCtual ftate of war with Eoonah, 
in which he had had fuccefs, having twice 
overthrown the Mahratta army, and taken 
fome forts and territory. His intereft was 
that their diflentions ftiould continue, but it 
was no lefs fo to prevent the increafe of 
power of the Nabob Mahomet Ally whom 
he knew to be his foe, and of the Englifh 
whofe greatnefs deprefled him, and prevented 
his increafe of conqueft : he is by much the 
moft formidable prince in India, having a 
great number of well-difciplined troops, and 
a proportionable well-ferved train of artillery ; 
he entertains many European officers, and of 
late has had a great acceffion to that force by 

the 
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the number of French who have found means 
to get to him from the French fettlements 
reduced, and other countries fallen into. Eng- 
lish pofleflion, particularly the Gontour Cir- 
car, where Bazalet Jung had five hundred 
French foldiers. The difturbances in the 
Mahratta empire Ieffening his fears from 
that quarter, increafed his attention to thefe 
permanent objects of his jealoufy, and his 
‘army was ready to take advantage of any oc- 
cafion which may offer itfelf to employ 
it in. 

The Nizam purfued his accuftomed fyftetn 
of policy, which is to take advantage of the 
troubles in the countries bordering on his 
dominions : he had already profited by thole 
in the Mahratta ftate ; the minifters at 
Poonah had, to their great lofs, purchaled 
the finall affiftance he had at different times 
afforded them, by ceffions of towns and terri- 
tory, and payment of great fums of money; 
he was at this time particularly 'inclined to 
them, not only from the emolument which 
Ought, arile from eipoufing them, but by being 
yery,mHch|dilpleafed with the government of 
hadfuffered the annual rent fti- 
V 3 pulat^d 
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pulated to be paid him for the pofleffion of the 
Circars to run in arrear ; and had feut Mr. 
Holland to his court to apologize for this, to 
promifemore pun&uality in future payments, 
and to folicit his fan&ion to a treaty carry- 
ing on with his brother Bazalet Jung, who 
held the Contour Cirear during his life, 
after which it was to be the Company’s 
abfolute property for a ceffiou of it. He 
had already begun to adl with fuccefs, 
when he received from them inftru&ions of 
very different tendency, whereby he was 
ordered to infill on a releafe of thole arrears, 
and a celfion of this revenue in future : they 
had befides, without waiting for the Nizam’s 
anfwer concerning Bazalet Jung, concluded 
their treaty with him, whereby for a confi- 
deration agreed on with them he yielded the 
a<£tual pofleffion of the Gontour Cirear .to 
them, and they had lent troops to take that 
pofleffion. The council of Madras added 
an odious Hep to this, the Cirear was let by 
them to the Nabob Mahomet Ally . Cawn. 
The Nizam already difplealcd ; at .• this 
treaty, which though not openly injurioastp 
him, as it regarded only Bazalet Jung and 
tlie Englilh, yet as It increafed their liability 
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and power, was a diminution of his, was 
exafperated at this ftrange requifition, and 
complained bitterly to the Supreme Council 
of the behaviour of the prefidency of Madras 
in this unjuft and ill-timed demand ; by the 
fame letters he inveighed againft the prefi- 
dency of Bombay for afiifting Ragobah. 
Upon the receipt of theft complaints at Cal- 
cutta, orders were fent to Mr. Holland to 
ad folely upon his firft inftrudions, to make 
excufts for that extraordinary ftep, and to 
foothe him in regard to the tranfadion with 
Bazalet Jung, and from thenceforth to look 
on himfelf as the minifter of the Supreme 
Council, and ad by their diredion folely. 
As to the affiftance given to Ragobah, 
they anfwered his complaint by faying, that 
as the minifter at Poonah had made war up- 
on the Englilh, theft were driven by neceffity 
to have recourfe to every inftrument of de- 
fence, but that he might be affured it fliould 
never be employed to his detriment, and 
reminded him that in the event of a war 
they were intitled to his affiftance : he 
remained then feemingly quiet at his 
capifal. 
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The I^aj 3 °h s of Surat andCambay, natu- 
rally averfe to the Poonah government, by 
wbit&thjey were opprefl^, muff fee that the 
diminution of its power was likely tp free 
them from that fevere dependence, and 
therefore, were well inclined to the Engliffiy 
and wiibed their fuccefs. 

putty Sing Guicawar, poffeffed of a great 
part of Guzerat, wilhed to jncreafe thofe 
pofltflions : originally ill league with the 
minifters, be had obtained from them large 
grants of land, which Ragobah when in 
power had revoked and granted to his bro- 
ther Govind Row ; he had, on the appear- 
ance of profperity to that caufe, in the year 
1775, offered to yield to them a, part of 
territory fince claimed by the Poonah Dur- 
ban in virtue of the treaty of Porqunder ; 
nothing had heen yet fettled on that claim, 
he was ready to tprn to whatever fide might 
prove of moil advantage to him j the misfor- 
tune at. Worgaum kept him . from uniting 
with the Englifli, whilff on the other band 
the' increafe of force, by the arrival of the 
detachment under Colonel Gqddard, ^ j>re- 

.TeQled''Ets-fi)i^hg^siny^al^^pr t |ei^mS< 

info engagements with the mium^. >, 
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The coofequence and power, and the in- 
clinations and'fontiments qf Moodagee Boofla 
Rajah of Rerar, fully appear in wiiat hath 
j?een already related ; from the time he be- 
came uncontrovertibly poffefljed of the' Ra- 
jahftvip by the death of hjs brother, he had 
fhewri a ftrong dehre of alliance with the 
Englifti, whom he looked on as interefted in 
the fupport of views, which, although fuf- 
■ pended by the late events in the Weft of In- 
dia, future circumftances might furnilh op- 
portunities qf reviving and carrying into exe- 
cution. The eftablilhment of Ragobah in 
the Paiftiwaftiip was an obftacle to them, 
and therefore he was averfe to his fuccefs ; 
the hatred of his caufe had grown into a 
hatred of his perfon ; on the whole it was his 
intereft that there liquid be no end to the 
difturbartces in the |*oonah government j the 
Settlement -qf Ragobah, even in the regency, 
much more; in ' the Paiftiwalhip, was likely 
to bring that government into a fettled ftate; 
he was therefore averfe to every ftep taken 
in his favour. Thjs, with a dread of 
invation, or irruption into his, territory by 
the ; Nizam, 'and the army of the Poonah 
miftiftefsy ' inclined him , after the fucqefs of 
JSianah and Sittala at Worganm, and before 

'Colonel 
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Colonel . Goddard had completed his march 
to Surat, to wifli the return of the detach- 
ment to Bengal : yet he continued his pro- 
felfious of friendfliip to the Englifli nation. 
Inftances have already been related of his 
afiiftance in procuring money when Colonel 
Goddard was diftrefled, and of his holpitable 
treatment during the ftay of the detachment 
in his dominions ; in truth he had a parti- 
cular efteem for the Governor General, with* 
whom he had been long in correfpondence. 
Upon the misfortune at Worgaum, he had 
fenthis Dewan to Poonah, who affiftedatthe 
councils held for the regulation and fettlemerit 
of that government, and he had for this re- 
ceived a grant of the diftridt of Gurrah Mun- 
dele* as a jaghire for one of his Ibiis, af- 
figned for the payment of a body of troops, 
his quota towards carrying on the war. But 
this had no effedt, for the minifters formed a 
defign to arreft the Dewan, which having 
notice of, he disappointed by an abrupt de- 
parture, and they had lent orders to the . bro- 
ther of Ballagee to oppofe the completibn of 
this grant by preventing Moodaigee, who oh 

; : v •; % 
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• Gurra Maudele in Rcynel’s map is on the Nprtlj bf 
the Nfrbuddah, Lat. 23 0 10' Eaft, Long. 8i°. 
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jhis pajrt was railing troops to take poffeffioii 
of it. His averfion to Ragobah was fome- 
what diminilhed by this perfidy of the mi- 
lifters. In April the governor general had 
written to him, in anfwer to a meflage he 
had lent by Benaram Pundit, the confiden- 
tial perfon, through whom their mutual cor- 
r efeonden ce had often before been managed, 
. which IJiewed that he then thought no force 
could be oppofed to the fuperiority of num- 
bers, and rapid movements of the Mahratta 
,cavalry, influenced by which impreffion he 
had apparently given up all thoughts of the 
defigned alliance ; the aim of this letter was 
to preferve the friendlhip and good difpofi- 
tion of that ftate to the Englilh. It ended 
by mentioning that all thoughts of the defign 
which had been formed were relinquilhed, 
but that a lafting remembrance Ihould be had 
of his kindnefs, and that every fuitable re- 
turn Ihould be made whenever any future oc- 
calion of his affairs Ihould demand it. Thus 
the Supreme Council, totally difencumbered 
from any engagement with him, were at 
liberty to purfue any plan of action which 
Ihould feem expedient, and at the fame time 
tips a mutual benevolence which 

v - left 
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left:roora fpr any future negotiatioor the $ re- 
volution of time might 
for. -■'••• 

Th|it which was moft in favour of the 
Engj[ij(h caufe \yas tjie total expulfion of the 
French from India. The Supreme Council 
of Bengal had {truck the firft flroke by pof- 
feffing Chandeynagore ; at the farnc ^iate 
lending orders to Madras to attack Pondi-' 
cherry. This place furrendered after a 
liege, the particulars pf which are foreign 
to the prefent purpofe, this was followed 
by the capture of Mahe ; they were even 
removed ffom Surat, the Bombay Council havr 
ing given orders for this when they took the 
refolution of effectually efpoufing Ragobah. 
By that removal from the coafts of Coro- 
mandel, the prefidencies of Fort St. George 
and Bengal were empowered to aft with le- 
curity firorn that danger, and by fpirited and 
vigorous meafures to repair the mifehief bfi 
the late mifcarriage, and keep in awe thofe, 
powers who plight • be difppfed . tP. tak?' ad? 
vantage of that misfortune. . The preii4en<;yA 
of Madras law this* and properly, epijelijtde^ . 
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that proceeding vigorously in the attack of 
Mahe Would remove the difadvahtageous im- 
preflions it "blight have given rife to, whereas 
withdrawing their trdops might haVe been 
followed by the lofs of Tillicherry, and per- 
haps have induced thofe powers who were 
waVering to declare again!!: the English, 
and give, invitations to the French. Suc- 
'^cj^prdved the wildom of thefe refo- 
lutions. 

However, the armament at t{ie French 
iflands Was to be dreaded, there Was no doubt 
of their defign upon Bombay, the lofs of 
the Protee, joined to the arrival of the de- 
tachment under Colonel Goddard at Surat, 
retarded the execution of this deffign, and pro- 
bably might have obliged them to alter the 
destination of the expedition, as by the pre- 
fence of To cOnfiderable a force, that fettle- 
' ment was perfectly fecure, but the defign 
Still continued, and it was not to be Suppofed 
that it could be given oVer, efpecially as their 
correspondence sit Poonah Still was carried- 
ofi, and they Were Well acquainted with Na- 
nahV fentiments and Hyder Ally’s ihcH- 
nations. 


Befides 
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Befides the powers already mentioned,- 
there are leveral whole poflfefiions lying 
northward partly compofe, and partly in- 
circle the Mahratta dominions. 1 Some of 
them retaining the adminiftration of their 
own domain, yet own a dependence on Poo- 
nah ; others are independent ; the firft though^ 
incapable of a direct refiftance muft have the' 
defire common to all Zemindars V?.f 
the advantage of troubles in the ftate te^ 
withhold the payment of their rent or tribute ; 
this, many of them then did, and whilft 
the diftrefles of their mafters prevented their 
exertion againft them, Would continue to do : 
this withholding in the mean time was ex- 
tremely prejudicial to the ftate, already 
very much drained of public wealth. 

But the independent are more dangerous 
to the Mahratta empire : many of them have 
aflerted this independence at critical times* 
when diftrefles either by internal commotions 
or external enemies have fo embarrafled that 
government* that it hath been unable to re- 
duce them, to obedience. They know that 
when once power is reftored, either by lettle- 
ment of an able man in the Paifliwafhip, or 
by the total fubverfion of all claims againft 

the 
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the minifters, - their independence muft be 
annihilated. . They fubfift only by the prefent 
diftra&ions, and therefore are naturally the 
enemies of that government, and friends to 
thofe with whom they are at war. The 
countries of the moft confiderable of thel'e 
princes form a chain from the Jumna to 
Guzerat ; thefe are the Rajah of Gohid, of 
f Jes aa g u^ of Jowdpoor, of Odeypoor : the 
firft whofe country approaches the neareft to 
the poffeflions of the Schah, and of the Nabob 
of Owde has the reputation of valour and 
ability; he has a great number of forts in his 
territory which have flood reiterated attacks ; 
notwithftanding the Mahrattas have made 
frequent attempts to reduce him to fubjec- 
t ion, he hath hitherto had the good fortune 
to maintain his independence. Formerly 
Gowalier was the principal fort, and the ca- 
pital of his dominions, but after an unfortu- 
nate battle fought with them by his father, 
four or ft ve-and* twenty years ago, in which 
he loft his life, this fort was gained by 
the Mahratta general, and hath ever fince 
been in their pofleffion. The prefent Rajah 
was then but nine years old ; he feels the 
importance of this fort, and no doubt muft 
ii,- ..... ' be 
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be ready to enter into any meafure which 
could enable him to regain that potion;' 

The Rajah of Jeynagur is yet a minors 
and the weaknefs of a minority is increafed 
by Contefts and diflentions among his fer- 
vants; his territory is very confiderable, 
and may afford an arniy of 40,00a men *. 

The Rajah, commonly called Raima of* 
Odeypoor, is by defcent the firft in rank of 
all the Indoo Families; he is very little 
known, and whether owing to prudence or 
fortune, has been fo happy as to have iiti 
concern in the recent occurrences of Indoftan; 
The antient domains of his family are now 
pofTelTed by the Mahtattas. lie can bring 
into the field only about 15,000 mfenf; 

The moft confiderable from power and ex- 
tent of territory is the Rajah of Jowdpoor, his 
dominion extends from the borders of Jeyna- 
gur Eaft to the frontier of Giizerat, his capi- 
tal is Meerta, a confiderable town ; the 
.jfortrefs and town of Jauloor, or Shalotir; 

Oil 

* Dow, ad vol. Decline of the Mogul empire, p. 

+ Dow, ibid. ■ ' 
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oii the river Paddar, belong alfo to him ; his 
territory eitends to Aymeer on the north, 
and Odeypoor on the foutln Thele two 
laft Rajahs are neatly connected by inter- 
marriages; 

Though no immediate connexion with 
ansfi, pJf^Aiefe powers except the Rajah of 
Gohid is probable to be formed, yet, as by 
their fituation in refpeft of the Mahratta 
territory, and their intereft to have that 
empire humbled and disabled from vindicat- 
ing the right they claim to the fupreme 
dominion over them, they may be ufeful to 
Caule a diverfion in cafe the war is conti- 
nued, it is not impoflible that fome alliance, 
at leaft temporary, may be formed with 
them by thofe who a£t for the Englilh na- 
tion on that fide of India; 

The merit of Colonel Goddard appeared 
\n fo high a light, both in his military and 
political line, that the Supreme Council gave 
him a brevet of brigadier general, and con- 
firmed the powers they had already V vclled in 
him for treating and concluding with the 
Mahratta government, leaving him, in cafe 
they rejected the terms he had inftrudtions 
X to 
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to propofe, full latitude of aCtion as he 
Ihould think moil: advifeable : and as Sindia, 
by his behaviour whilft the Bombay army 
were at Worgaum, had rights founded on 
intrinlic benefits, they declared that he ihould 
have a full compenfation for any difappoint- 
ment he ihould fuffer by the denial of the 
acts of that committee ; that negotiation was 
nllo totally left to him ; as to tha? "with? 
Moodagee, if he found it totally at an end, 
it was not to be renewed without the orders 
of the Supreme Council. 

On the c 9 th of May, Brigadier General 
Goddard announced his commiiiion to the 
Poonah Durbar by letters he wrote to the 
Paiihwa and Nanah, mentioning that it was 
tire lin cere uifii of the Supreme Council to 
conclude a lading alliance with that date, 
and deliring they would fend a confidential 
perfon to him, to whom he ihould commu- 
nicate particulars. The diflentions at Poo- 
nah ran high, Nanah endeavouring to regain 
the fup riority he formerly had, and which 
he had flattered himlelf the confinement of 
Morabah and Saccaram would have effectu- 
ally iecured to ‘him, and Sindia determined 
to preierve Iris power and keep Nanah in to- 
tal 
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tal dependence on him ; for this he had re- 
tained the cuflody of Ragobah’s per foil, 
notvvithftanding Nanah had made him great 
offers to have that pofleflion delivered to him, 
and treated him with the refpeft due to his 
rank ; having promifed him an annual fti- 
pend of^ twelve lacks of roupees, left him a 
-jr 1 artillery of twenty pieces of cannon# 
and a confiderable body of troops ; yet this 
was but an honourable confinement, he was 
watched with great care. Senfible that this 
poffeffion was a great advantage againft Na- 
nah, and effectually to fecufe it, Sindia de- 
iigned to keep him out of the reach of Poo- 
hah, and for that purpofe propofed that he 
ihould be conducted to a place of fafety in 
one of his own provinces north of the Ner- 
buddah : this Ragobah agreed to, whether he 
really thought it moft for his feeurity or 
hoped the journey might furnifh opportu- 
nities of fortune once more favouring him. 
Accordingly he let out towards Brampoor 
with his own attendants, .and his force, 
which confifted of 1500 horfe and foot, 
with twenty pieces of cannon ; in this jour- 
ney lie was efcorted by 4000 horfe, under 
the command' of Hurry Bowagee, Sindia’s 
Dewan. Difiatisfa&ion arofe, the allowance 
X a was 
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was not regularly paid, nor were the troop* 
of Ragobah furnifhed with forage and pro- 
vifions; he heard befides that Sindia had 
taken off two of his principal Jemindars, 
and detained fome of his people who were 
to be font after him ; this awaked his fufpi- 
cion that confinement was to follow, and 
prompted him to contrive a plaii^or^gn 
clcape; an opportunity foon offered, as' their*' 
troops crofled the Nerbuddah, his artillery 
marching down from the Gaut of Nurwah 
to the river, pafled by the De wan’s tent, fome 
buftle happened, in which the Dewan’s peo- 
ple fired, on which Ragobah’s troops attacked 
the guard, totally routed them, killing three 
hundred, and mortally wounding the com- 
mander. Ragobah immediately proceeded 
with what diligence he could towards Surat. 
From the neighbourhood of Broach he wrote 
to General Goddard, defiring his protection. 
The General was at firfi: apprehcnfive that 
receiving him might be an obftacle to the 
negotiation with Poonah ; but confidering 
that fuch a protection might be reconciled to 
that Durbar upon principles of juftice and 
humanity, and that important political ad- 
vantage s might attend the poffelfion of his 
perfbn, he granted this alylum and perfonal 

lecurity^ 
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fecurity, recommending it to liim to be 
careful in preventing any violence from Ins 
people upon the fubjeds of the Mahratta 
ftatc. His condud in this was approved by 
the Supreme Council, who di reded him to 
continue this protection fo long as it lliould 
be not forfeited by any ad of infidelity, or 
«^.tem*;£ to defeat the effed of his negotiation. 

On the 1 2th of June Ragobah arrived in 
the Englilh camp, accompanied by his 
adopted fon Amrut Row, about feventeen 
years old, and Badge Row, a child of four 
years old, born to him fince the adoption. 
The Colonel wrote to the Pailhwa and Na- 
nah acquainting them with this event, adding, 
that they might in their negotiation adjuft 
whatever was proper concerning him. The 
Poonah minifters were enraged at this efcapc, 
and declared to Sindia they mull: contidcr 
him as relponfible for that lol's. It had at 
fir ft the efted of making them in appearance 
njore tradable, both Sindia and the minifters 
wifliing to conclude a peate that they might 
be at liberty to ad againft Hydcr Ally, who 
was ftill encroaching on them, 

X 3 


The 
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The force of the French at the I {land 
was each day more looked on by the Su- 
preme Council as a matter of very great 
importance; by advices lately receiyed, they 
had reafon to conclude they were intended 
againft Bombay, and they therefore, in the 
beginning of Auguft, ordered a reinforcement 
to General Goddard’s army, by a detachment 
from Madias, and as much as could 
from Mahe, when the works fhouk| be de- 
molithed ; they adviled him of this, aijd 
their reafon for it, recommending particu- 
larly the defence of Bombay, as his firft 
pbje&. 

The Poonah Durbar had anfwered Gene- 
ral Goddard’s letter to the Paifhwa, exprdr* 
jng themfelves in terms of high friendfhip 
towards the Englifh, and promifed to fend a 
confidential per l’on to him ; they had even 
exp relied their fatisradYion at the manner in 
>yhich care had been taken that their fubje&s 
in tiie Ciuzcrat ihould rcceiveno damage from 
Ragobah’s troops, and recommended the 
PaifhwaVcolie£tors to the con.inuation of 
his protection. The Vaqueel might have 
arrived towards the end of July, but befides 
the Bownds natural to the political tranlac-* 

tions 
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tions of that Durbar, by which alone if ac- 
quielced in, the time for action mu ft have 
elapfed, the general had reafon to think that 
the perfon to be fent was more to a A the 
part of a fpy than of a negotiator ; he had 
undoubted intelligence that Nanah was mak- 
ing all poflible preparation for' war, and lo- 
liciting ^every power in the neighbourhood 
'tojoin' in it againft the Englifti ; that he 
had particularly applied to the Nizam, and 
received anfwers on that fubject ; that the 
French agent at Poonah was alfo very bufy 
at this time, and that many difpatches had 
been fent to and received from France. The 
General therefore looked upon war as more 
likely than peace, and precautioned himfelf 
againft every event. What he tbrefaw hap- 
pened, the negotiation was protracted : he 
had intimated to them that a perfonal inter- 
view between him and the minifters might 
tend to a fpeedy fettlement, but this was not 
taken up. 

The Vaqueel did not arrive in the gene- 
ral’s camp till the middle of Auguft ; on 
the 1 6th they had a conference; a perfon was 
fent with him, who feemed to have the con* 
duCt of bufmels, though the firft perfonated 
X 4 the 
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♦mbaflador. They at firft repurred to the 
Rate of affairs between the nations, before 
jhe circunaftances of Ragpbah obliged hirrj 
to apply to the Bombay Council for affift» 
pnce, but the General fixed them to the 
treaty of Porounder, which was to be the 
bafis of any agreement ; the others as 
ftrongly infilled on the convention of Wor- 
gaum, and in confequence, the furrefr«M**^*V 
Salfet. The General on his part menti- 
oned the want of power in Meffrs. Car-! 
uac and Egerton, and the knowledge the 
Mahratta chiefs had of it, and told them, 
that unlefs the requisitions made by the 
Supreme Council, (which were, the aban- 
doning all claims under that convention, 
and excluding the French) were agreed to as 
preliminaries, nothing could he entered on. 
No mention was made on either fide of 
any provilion to be made fqr Ragobah ; 
much time was taken up in explications of 
the different matters which had qccafioned 
the altercations and mutual complaints qf 
the Bombay Council and the Mahratta mi- 
nifters againft each other befqre the laft 
revolutions at Poonah, but in the end 
each reverted to his point. Nothing there- 
fore could be fettled without a further re T 

fercnce 
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ft fence to Poonah. One of the Mahratt* 
agents returned there for that purpofe. 

Before the departure of the Vaqueel for 
Poonah, General Goddard declared to him* 
that the Supreme Council would never con- 
lent to the reftraint of the pSrlon of Ra- 
gobah, rhat he. muft be at liberty to refide 
'wherever he Ihould chule, with a decent 
allowance from the Mahratta ftate, and that 
pn thefe conditions he Ihould not be differed 
in any manner to difturb it. The return of 
the Vaqueel, which he had promifed ihould 
be in twenty days, was continually delayed* 
notwithftanding repeated affuranccs that he 
was immediately to leave Poonah ; the 
month of October was thus two-thirds Ipent 
in vain expe&ation ; at laft the general told 
the remaining Vaqueel that the delay ufed* 
and evafive anfwers given hitherto, evinced 
hoftile intentions in the Poonah Durbar j 
that notwithftanding tliofe evident proofs, 
the Englilh wilhed to Ihew their lincere 
inclination for peace, and to grant every 
indulgence confident with their honour and 
fafety ; that therefore he would wait fifteen 
days more, and if at the expiration of that 
period the abfent Vaqueel did not return, or 

fend 
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fend a fetisfa&ory anfwer to the propofels 
tranlmitted by him, he fhould look upon it 
as a declaration of war, and adt accordingly : 
he might the more boldly do this, as his 
army was in excellent order, complete in 
military ftores, the artillery thoroughly 
repaired, and provided with every requifite 
for taking the field and immediately enter- 
ing upon fervice ; at the feme time he had" 
reafoti to be allured that Sindia and Nanah 
had fet a negotiation on foot with the Ni- 
zam, Hyder, and even Moodagec, to make a 
general attack upon the Englilh at their fe- 
veral fettlements. The laft was not likely to 
ftir, but the others were but too well in- 
clined to adl againft them. 

On the 28th of October the Vaqueel re- 
turned with letters from the Pailhwa and 
minifter, referring to him for a full decla- 
ration of their fentiments, which he in plain 
terms declared to be, that no peace Ihould be 
concluded unlefs, in the fir ft place, Ragobah’s 
pcrl'on was delivered up, and Sal let reftored 
to the Mahratta government. This broke off 
all further negotiation. As the General had 
found Sinaia’s inclinations lo ftrong againft 

the 
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the Englifh, he had not as yet made him 
any private overture, left it fhould be attri- 
buted to a confcioulnefs of inferiority, and b» 
received with contempt ; the courfe of ope- 
rations might afford an ocealion which would 
render it expedient, for as his connexion with 
the minifter was founded on confiderations of 
iutereft and ambition, a door would open for 
treating whenever he thought it his political 
advantage : this was not likely, whilft his 
fituation at Poonah remained as it then was ; 
his power, by means of his army, and his 
influence over Holcar was fo great, that it 
was impoflible for Nanah to (hake off the 
/hackles in which he held him ; he had been 
prevailed on to return to Poonah, where his 
prefence was bought by further grants of ter- 
ritory or large fums of money : no advan- 
tage could be offered him adequate to thofe 
he reaped from that importance; dilatory 
and uncertain proceedings were therefore his 
object. Such a ftatc was as pernicious to the 
Englilh as it was profitable to him : to them 
every thing concurred to make dccifion nccel- 
iary. The army under General Goddard was 
maintained at a vaft ex pence, which the ter- 
ritory in the weft of India was by no means 

equal 
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equal to defray • in truth far otherwife : 
the exertions made by the Bombay Council 
had drained their wealth, and they were con- 
tinually requiring fupplies from Bengal : 
great as the refource there was, it could not 
fuffice for every demand, and much had been 
fent to Madras as well, as Bombay^: an ac- 
tual exiting war gave the Englilh a'righfto 
leize the enemy’s territory, and draw the 
maintenance of their army from their reve- 
nues, of which they were then the protec- 
tors. To the expence of the army was added 
that occafioned by the afylum given to Ra- 
gobah j the dire&ion in feveral letters had 
enjoine 4 it, the Supreme Council approved 
it, humanity required it, and policy made it 
expedient. General Goddard was bound to 
prevent injuries to the inhabitants, not only 
by prudence, but his orders, and the promife 
he had made to the Poonah Durbar, which 
continued in force till war fhould actually 
exift. That Ragobah might be enabled to 
reftrain his troops by paying them, the ge- 
neral had allowed him 50,000 rupees a 
month ; this expence was thought too heavy, 
and the continuance of it forbidden by the 
Supreme Council ; thus unprovided he muft 

prey 
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prey at large upon the country, unlefs put 
in pofleflion of fome diAriCt whole revenues 
might maintain him, and fuch a pofleflion 
might be extended to enable him to difcharge 
fome part of the debt he* owed the Company. 

The rich and fertile province of Guzerat 
was the moft obvious country for fuch a 
provifion, as well as for a refource, whence 
to draw fubfiflance for the army; it lay open 
and totally incapable of refiflance, no French 
force was yet in that part of India, or could 
arrive before the conqueA was effected ; the 
approaching monfoon prevented oppofition 
from the Mahrattas, and would give an in- 
vader time to eflablifh himfelf in that poflef- 
fion, the greateA part of the country was 
the property of the Paifliwa family ; hence 
the benefit arifing from that pofleflion was 
double, depriving the enemy of as much as 
it afforded the pofleflor ; the Nawal of Cam- 
bay and other Rajahs, inveterate enemies of 
the Mahratta ftate, were ready to affift, if ef- 
fectually protected ; thus the country would 
be eafily fubdued, and from its being inter- 
fered by rivers and open to the fea, as eafily 
defended again A the incurfions of a predatory 

enemy : 
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enemy : by a proper ufe of thofe advantage 
Futty Sing might be neceflitated to join the 
Englilh, and thereby free himfelf from de- 
pendence, and (hare the fpoil of his former 
lords ; from him fuccours of money and 
troops, principally horfe, might be ob* 
tained. 

Another very important confideration was 
the retrieving the honour of the Englilh arms 
loft in the misfortune at Worgaum: this 
was not barely a feather ; from that event 
the Indian powers had lhaken off the awe 
with which the valour and former prowefs 
of that nation had imprefled their mind. 
This was lb not only at Poonah, where the 
Durbar had ufed themfelves to think of the 
Englilh with contempt, and conclude that 
they were fallen into a ftate of w r eaknefs 
which obliged them to fue for peace, and 
yield to give up every thing infilled on, but 
the neighbouring princes whom they loli- 
cited, influenced in like manner, would pro- 
bably be the more eafily induced to accede to 
their invitation; a fortunate blow, the fplen- 
dor of a victory mull turn the l'cale ; fear, 
that principle prevalent through the eaft, 
w'ould inlpire a dread of refentment if the 

Englilh 
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Englifh proved fuccefsful, and therefore 
make them await the event of the war. The 
Durbar of Poonah whofe great reliance was 
on an attack to be made by the French force 
fo often promifed, finding none was at hand, 
might refume their fchemes of recovering the 
territory their diffentions made them lole, 
and defire a peace with the Englifh that they 
might be at liberty to revive their claims 
among their neighbours. 

Full of thefe confiderations, the general 
proceeded to Bombay to concert with the Se- 
led Committee the plan of operations. 

Thus ended the year 1 779, in the weft of 
India ; it had produced l'ome great events, 
and been loaded with many difappointments ; 
the next is big with many more, whether 
dccifive or no is in the breaft of Providence. 


POST- 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

S INCE the conclufion of the foregoing 
fheets, private advices have been received 
of the following fadts. The Bombay Coun- 
cil approved, though they would not be re- 
fponfible for the meafures General Goddard 
propofed, and furnilhed him all the ailiftance 
that was confiftent with their fafety ; they 
Wrote to Colonel Braith waite to haften his 
coming with the troops from Mahe, but as 
Hyder had ftirred up the princes near Telli- 
eherry to adts of hoftility, the colonel could 
not immediately fpare his whole force ; hd 
lent one company of European infantry, one 
of artillery, and one battallion of fepoys, but 
they did not arrive fo foon as was expedted : 
from Bombay were lent four companies of 
European infantry, and two battallions of 
lepoys, commanded by Colonel Hartley* 
Thus reinforced* General Goddard, on the 
ill of January 1780, marched from his 
camp near Surat, and croffing the Tappy* 
took pofleflion of all the territory round Su- 
rat and Broach, and proceeded into tht 

Guzerat : 
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Guierat : part of this country belongs to the 
Gwicawar family and is at prelent poilefled 
by Futty Sing, and the remainder immedi- 
ately to the Poonah government or Pailhwa 
family : this was a proper foundation for a 
treaty with Futty Sing, whole lituation in 
regard to the governing party at Poonah 
hath been already mentioned. On the 19th, 
the army encamped before the fort of Dub- 
boy, fubjeft to Poonah 5 the garrilbn made 
at firft a (hew of refinance, firing fome fhot 
bn the approach ; that night a battery was 
erefted which was intended to begin next 
day; fome attempts were made to difturb 
the work, but upon its being finifhed, the 
garrifon abandoned the place, in which were 
found only a few unarmed inhabitants. The 
revenues of this diftridt amount to two lacks 
of rupees a year; it was left in charge of a 
col left or and fome troops from Broach, and 
the march was continued towards Broderah, 
the refidence of Futty Sing, which was held 
by a ftrong garrifon ; General Goddard pro- 
pofed a treaty to him ; fome days he remained 
in fufpence, but his deliberation ended in 
concluding an alliance ; the conditions of 
which were, that the Pailhwa Ihould be 
totally excluded from any pofleffion in Gu- 

Y zerat,' 
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fcerat, and the Englifh and Futty Sing en- 
gaged mutually to fupport each other in the 
poffeflions they (hould (hare between them. 
Futty Sing was to furnilh 3 ooo horfe to 
General Goddard, and to have Ahmedavad in 
lieu of his (hare of the Guzerat fouth of the 
Tappy, and he was to be effe&ually fup- 
ported in withholding his tribute of twenty- 
feven lacks till the conclufion of peace, when 
his intercfts were to be taken care of. This 
fettled, he accompanied the Engli(h army 
with his horfe to Ahmedavad, the capital of 
Guzerat ; this is a large town well fortified. 
On the i oth of February they encamped be- 
fore it ; it was defended by a great number 
of troops, part of which were 6000 Arabs, 
and 2000 cavalry ; the batteries were ready 
the 1 2th at noon, by the 14th at night (eve- 
ral breaches were pra&icable, and at day- 
break on the 15 th the Europeans and (cpoy 
grenadiers, led by the gallant Colonel Hart- 
ley, took it by ftorm after a vigorous refin- 
ance from the brave Arabs, great number pf 
whom fell ; the lofs of the Englilh in killed 
and wounded amounted but to one hundred 
and twenty, but that of the enemy to up- 
wards of 1060. The town according to 
agreement was given up to Futty Sing, and 4 

fmall 



OF BOMBAY. 339 

finall detachment of his and the Englifh 
troops left for the guard of it. 

The jealoufies at Poonah had not difcon* 
tinued, Nanah had even projected to feize the 
perfons of Holcar and Sindia, but without 
effeft; but they were reunited by the com- 
mon danger : upon the news of the march of 
the Englifh army to Ahmedavad being re- 
ceived at Poonah, a confide rah le force pro? 
ceeded under Sindia and Holcar to prevent 
that fiege, or if begun to force them to raile 
it, but they learned the capture before they 
had got half way ; that flackened their pace, 
yet they continued moving towards the 
Englifh ; when they reached the environs of 
Broderah, General Goddard marched to meet 
them, they retreated as he advanced ; in 
three days he had got lo near as to occupy in 
a few hours the camp they had left in the 
morning ; there Sindia and Holcar fent him 
back the hoftages, writing to him, that though 
authorifed by the law of nations to put them 
to death, they would not be guilty of fuch 
inhumanity ; afking at the fame time whe- 
ther he meant peace or war ? the anfwer 
was, that the war was only againft Nanah 
and the enemies of the Englifh, to which a 

Y 2 reply 
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reply was given by their Vaqueel, that Sin* 
<lia was an enemy to Nanah and well hit 
dined to the Englifli ; thus a kind of nego- 
tiation was feemingly offered, whilft evidently 
their fcheme was to harrafs and diftrefs the 
Englifli army by hovering round them, and 
not leaving it in their power to come to ati 
engagement to keep them in continual alarm, 
and cut off their provifions and forage ; in 
this manner to draw out the campaign till 
the rains fhould put an end to it, when 
they wo.uld retire and go to the culture 
pf their farms. 

General Goddard faw the confcquences of 
this manoeuvre, and iludied to end it by a 
decifive flroke : on the 3d of April, about 
two in the morning, he marched filently from 
his camp with a cholen detachment, confifl- 
ing of four battalions of lepoy grenadiers, 
four companies of European infantry, four 
twelve-pounders, and eight fix-pounders, and 
after marching about leven miles, at the dawn 
of day entered their camp; he was fo provi- 
dent in every precaution that his march was 
totally und if covered, and regularity and order 
lo well prclerved that unperceived he reached 
the center of their camp, after palling through 

a body 
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p body of fix thoufand men ; he then began 
his attack ; great was the confufion among 
the enemy, yet they got fome troops toge- 
ther with which they endeavoured to oppofe 
him, but in vain ; they fled from their camp 
into a neighbouring ground, where, without 
lols of time, he charged them ; after a fliort 
refiftance that whole army, confifting of up- 
wards of 30,000 men, diiperfed totally, 
leaving him not only matter of the field, but 
pf that whole country. The lofs on the 
Englifh fide was very iticonfiderable, being 
pot more than twenty killed and wounded. 


FINIS. 







